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Alison’s Column: Looking back on 2006-07

Alison Navarro, Chairman

To keep the AGM as brief as
possible, | have decided to present
my Chairman’s Report here.

£4 Despite a reduction in student

ka8 numbers we have had a very active
year W|th “Alr Experience” flights, mainly due to
the effective website set up earlier by Peter
Wooley. In fact our website is the best in the
country and has won international acclaim!
Thank go to Kevin Mitchell for maintaining it over
the past year.

You will remember that provision was made for a
“New Glider Fund”. Although our students and
training flights are less, the coffers are still being
boosted by the high utilisation of GOK for
“passenger” as well as general flying. If this trend
continues we could well justify another ‘glass’
two-seater to cope with demand.

The new committee will have to consider the
future of our tug NIG and Falkke GZF. In a
previous KK, | suggested that we dispose of NIG
before her engine is timex and utilize the funds to
put a new 100hp Rotax engine into GZF. This will
increase the Falke’s utlisation as a second tug,
while it also fills the role of cross-country trainer
and Touring Motor Glider. A triple-usage.

Our fleet has suffered substantial damage during
the year - including GOK, GUC, GZF, GHB, GUC
again and GHB again. Here | must say thank you
especially to Rudi Schurkes and Andre Leeb du
Toit for their efforts in doing repairs, and
especially Rudi for continuously maintaining the
fleet airworthy. Thanks must also go to Jacobus
Hartman for all his efforts in this regard.

Two gliding courses kept up the training
momentum through an otherwise sluggish year.
Tremendous effort went into this, thanks to
unerring efforts by our instructors and tug pilots.

Alan O’'Regan has excelled at keeping the
competition spirit going with the ever-popular
Cape Gauntlet, followed by the exhilarating
Bladerunner, as well as the fun Bluntrunner. His
sustained effort in running these monthly
competitions is appreciated. See more on page 2
of this KK!

During the year we had the stork visit us with the
births of Katie Spargo and Christine Mitchell.

New gliders to the field were Errol Drew’s
Antares, Peter Wooley’'s Lambada, Kevin
Mitchell’s DG400, Brian and Marion Cole’s
Sinus and Bill Griffiths’ Grob 109.

A computer in the clubhouse has changed Ed'’s
horizons thanks to the efforts of lan Forbes,
Nicky Oberhofer and Kevin Mitchell. Adriaan
Hepburn's wind talker project has proved
popular. We have installed an air conditioner in
the clubhouse which has made an enormous
difference to “Aprés Glide” as well as for those
who need a cool place to relax during the day.

After an enormous effort by lan Forbes and his
team, the winch is running smoothly, with good
communications via the new two-way radios.

Sven Olivier received the SSSA Pilot of the Year
Award for his successful FAI 1000km flight.

Sadly we lost two valuable members when Hans
Lobach passed away in February and Dave
Starke in December last year. They were
wonderful people and we miss them both.

In closing I'd like to thank the committee for their
hard work and support during the past year. It
was indeed a pleasure to work with such a
positive group of members.
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Cape Gliding Club

Alan O’'Regan

A competition is born:

Ideas are sometimes like number 10 busses.
None for hours, and then they all come flash-
flooding together. Sven Olivier laughed at me
when | called to moot the idea of running a Grand
Prix style competition (with a difference) out of
Worcester — “I've just been having this discussion
with Martin Griinert”, he said. So in this case,
ideas are more like gliders in a “Blade Runner” —
but more of that later.

Photo: Jacobus Hartman

Background

Gliding is a sport filled with anomalies. It is a
largely solo sport requiring a team, a sport of
incredible beauty, though that beauty is rather
opague to the public. While essentially the flying
is ‘free’ — the sport is still expensive. It can also
be incredibly time-consuming, but where the
actual flying time may not be that high, the
contrast between standing around waiting for a
launch and flying a competition finish at 280kph
will take your breath away.

As a result of these and other factors, in a world
where value-for-time is increasingly the criterion
for decision-making of participants, gliding is
struggling to maintain its membership and the
membership is definitely aging. Accordingly, we
need to look at a number of factors:
Increasing the value-for-time aspect
Making the sport more visually accessible
and attractive / exciting to the world at
large

This document addresses an aspect of the
second factor. We have already established that

with Flarm it is possible to run competitions with
an acceptable level of risk out of Worcester — the
real question was whether we could make it more
visually stunning by adopting aspects of the GP
format.

Vision

Create a competition which will be visually
stunning and create an element of suspense that
will bring the beauty of the sport to the world at
large in an entertaining way.

Approach

The Grand Prix Gliding Competition is a relatively
new gliding concept which aims to make the sport
more accessible to a broader following. However,
in the opinion of this author, the attempts to
achieve this with the GP format have only partly
succeeded, for the following reasons:

There is a massive expense associated
with  capturing quality images of
competitors in action (especially at flat-
land sites or sites over inhospitable
terrain)

The competitions have been arranged
around what makes a good competition
rather than what makes good viewing.

With this in mind we proposed a variant of the GP
competition (we call it GP “edge”). The key
element is that the competition should provide a
primary viewing location, at altitude, so that
spectators can view the start, finish and multiple
legs during the task — on the “edge”.

It was further suggested that each competition
day be combined with other activities that will
make the end-to-end entertainment experience
value-for-time for the audience. Activities would
include all the normal activities (and scheduling)
which would accompany an air show - aerobatics
displays, various forms of flight and the gliding
competition would form just a part of this.

In an effort to capture the public interest and
emphasize the preciseness required for a
competition of this nature (and with a mild
apology to the makers of “Gladiators of the Sky”),
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we're using the name “Blade Runner” for the
Cape implementation of GP “edge”. The “blade”
alludes to both the gliders and the ridges along
which these competitions will typically run.

A key element of the revised approach is to shift
the primary viewing position from the airfield to
the ridge — to allow the spectators to be on the
“edge” of the action.

Okay, but how does it work?
The idea is to create tasks which will allow the
pilots to become (slightly) separated via some
thermal flying and intersperse this with (easily
viewed) ridge running legs past the ‘viewpoint'.
Ridge running as a significant part of the GP
route will not create great separation and
maintaining separation and avoiding the “double”
blind spot is likely to be tough given the
concentration of traffic. The idea is to balance
safety with a spectacular view of glider racing, by
following:
Clear guidelines on thermalling direction,
Clear guidelines on overtaking on the
ridge,
FLARMSs to be mandatory.
Ensure the visuals ARE stunning. Identify
“pillar box” waypoints and limited start /
finish altitudes (min AND max) to ensure
the gliders are “up close” to the audience.
Use 200m beer cans at viewpoints, 500m
elsewhere, 1km start line (max 150 kph).
This is not for the inexperienced pilot.
Pilots should have plenty of experience
ridge running (and demonstrate good XC
speed) on the Cape ridges and preferably
be veterans of multiple competitions. Only
pilots with these qualifications will be
invited to fly.
Make it fair - no-one wants to hang around
for the scorer to do mental gymnastics, so
there won't be any handicaps, ever. What
there will be are equalised wing loadings
as we anticipate that these races are
going to be done at speed.
First past the post gets 10 points (just like
Formula 1), and there is at least one extra
point for the first glider to pass a pre-
defined location on the course (called a
‘drag’ point in GP, and continuing the
movie theme, its called a “Rocky Horror”
point in GP ‘edge’)

So, how did the first one go?
Amazingly well. From a number of standpoints —
not least the Dasklip launch point where Jacobus

Hartman and | witnessed some fantastic flying
(and you should see Jacobus’ pictures). The
pilots loved it (especially Cornelius who won) and
found it challenging.

Photo: Jacobus Hartman

But it also exposed some flaws, not least the fact
that we have very poor depth of skills in the Cape
for performing ‘normal’ GPS-directed competition
tasks. So we are examining an option to create a
visual reference Blade Runner — but this should
also be resolved as the new tasking in the Cape
Gauntlet becomes more familiar.

But the best of it was the visuals — stunning — and
the buzz it created, stopping people at Dasklip
launch as well as in the clubhouse afterwards. If
the public and the pilots love it, there has to be
something in it.

See the full report of the day at
http://capebladerunner.blogspot.com/2007/02/day
-1-stunning.html

Where to from here?
We have all sorts of ideas (some a little wild, |
admit):

Get Red Bull to sponsor an event next
season

Invite the top ‘ridge rats’ like Ohlmann,
Delore, Galetto, Knauff

Consider a GP ‘edge’ regional competition
(although perhaps a Gauntlet style
regional should come first)

Join together with the PG and Para
communities to put on an ‘airweek’ at
Porterville.

Perhaps you have some ideas you would like to
stir into the pot — let us have ‘em!

Can you cut it?
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Worcester Views

Peter Wooley

Not the same as the “Bladerunner” but the first
plywood “Bluntrunner” took place at FAWC on
17" March with a flight of “golden oldies” — at
least the gliders were. Sven Olivier (recently
back from the Helli Lasch Challenge at Tswalu
game ranch), Alan “Gauntlet” O’Regan and
Martin “energy line” Grunert all took to the air
in a good display of semi-vintage aircraft. Other
old-timers we hope to see at the next Bluntrunner
are the L-Spatz and some more of Rudolf
Kaiser’s brilliant creations. Who says the days of
plywood are over?

L-R: Sven, Alan & Martin with Rudi Schurkes’ immaculate Ka6CR

Although we've not many pilots in training, the
cross-country and competition enthusiasts are
having a really good time. The obvious driving
force behind this is Alan O’Regan with his
monthly competition schedule, comprising the
Cape Gauntlet and Blade Runner.

For those wanting the really up-to-the-minute
news of club activities read Alison Navarro’s
Weekend News every Monday, as well as Alan’s
O’Regan’s regular Cape Gauntlet, Cape Blade
Runner and CGC Diary blogspots. These
sources provide an accurate commentary of
what's happening in the skies around Worcester.
For you, the interested reader, these web sites
are just a mouse click away through the links from
our professionally maintained CGC website
Www.cgc.org.za. In case you haven't seen them
yet our web site contains a new selection of
stunning photos from the last “Bladerunner” - look
on the “photos” sub-page.

Caring for club ships

During the last competition Jacobus Hartman
executed an outlanding in which the Single Astir
sustained some medium-scale damage. Cross-
country soaring is fraught with hazards and this

type of thing can occur, any place, any time. The
point here is that Jaco has spent many hours at
the airfield, almost daily, working to repair the
ship. In this way he is setting a commendable
example of how club ships should be repaired.
Jaco has also made an excellent set of brightly-
coloured Dacron wing covers for ZS-GUC.

The state of gliding

While the cross-country pilots are enjoying a
thrilling and successful season of competitions
and distance tasks, there seems to be a
persistent dearth of student activity. Is it tugs, is it
cost, is it airfield facilities or is it the long road
from solo to cross-country level? Personally |
think the biggest detractor is the amount of
“wasted time” and “twiddling of thumbs” that our
sport entails. There are now so many action
sports being professionally marketed and
presented that a “time waster” like gliding doesn’t
stand a chance, especially when we don’t market
or present our sport in many visible ways.

Nowadays if you really want to fly, it's more time-
effective to book organized instruction “by the
hour” at a power flying club. This line of thought
is borne out by current activity levels at
Stellenbosch Flying Club.

So where to now?

If the above is correct, where should our club
head in order to survive? Clearly some lateral
thinking is required, and as you can see from this
KK, has already been happening. One group
considers that providing cheaper training through
winch launching could be the answer to attracting
more student pilots. Although winching is an
exacting, labour-intensive procedure, these folk
may be proved correct. There are also some
really good proposals aired on pages five and six
of this KK — please give your consideration and
comments to Alan (alan@oreganfamily.com).
You will also be asked for an indication of your
support (or otherwise) on these at the coming
AGM. Other suggestions are for new members to
pay a “once-off” joining amount that will cover
their full progress through to solo stage, without
any further payments apart from monthly club
membership subscriptions (which is where the
club’s real money comes from), as well as “free”
winch launches for students.

On page seven of this KK you can read the club’s
new strategic policy guidelines. Remember this
when voting_; for the new committee at the AGM:
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the alternative to restructuring our club methods
is simply to pack up training, which if we do
nothing, is probably what circumstances will force
us to do.

Membership

We welcome Mike Muller and Dietmar Winzker,
Lynwood Godwin as a social member. We say
good bye to Grant Ross, Rene Heise and

Angus Money. Ruben Rens, Charl Frank and
Walter Uys have downgraded to social
membership. Randy Cullen is now a country
member.

In closing, if you enjoy a fascination with clouds,
do take the trouble to look at
http://www.cloudappreciationsociety.org/

Cape Gliding Club Roster Proposal

Alan O’'Regan

This proposal is for your consideration and comment. We will ask for an indication of support (or otherwise) at the AGM, but please forward your

(constructive) criticism and suggestions in the meantime.

1 Introduction

The purpose of this document is to outline a
proposed revision to the approach of rostering
duty pilots at CGC.

2 Background / Rationale

The Cape Gliding Club is situated at Worcester
airfield one hour from Cape Town and many pilots
travel a significant distance to attend.

The current system of rostering two duty pilots
per day implies that a (non-instructor) member
must make this trip once a quarter for the purpose
of performing the “Duty Pilot” function for the club.
The way the CGC operation on the ground works
at Worcester, two duty pilots are needed for the
operation to run smoothly and be properly
recorded. It is frowned on if the duty pilot
chooses to fly on a duty-day.

This means that the duty pilots rarely get to fly on
their duty-day even if there are comparatively few
people wanting to fly.

3 Proposal

The proposal is that three duty pilots are rostered
for any given day. However, since only two are
required to run the ground operation, the “duty
pilots” would be able to take turns to fly — in fact,
this would be the expected and accepted norm.

4 Pros
- Duty-pilots are likely to get more flying —
they can fly on their duty-days
Duty-pilots can encourage Paxes on their
duty days (and potentially fly them with
agreement of other duty-pilots in the team)
Instructors may get more regular practise
(there will be a more even spread of flying
operations)
We may just get a few more paxes —
where members are making the most of
their duty-days

5 Cons

Duty pilots, now rostered one day in 12
weeks would be rostered one day in eight
weeks

Members may see it as a licence to
AWOL on duty, or not to pitch up at all — it
is recommended that the committee
consider sanctions (i.e., pay for a launch
for each of the other duty pilots who did
attend!) — but this is not to be considered
as part of this proposal.

6 Vote
It is suggested that the members vote on the
following motion:

“Duty Pilots be rostered at the rate of three
per day, on the understanding that — if they
wish - they will be able and expected to fly for
some part of their duty-day (to be agreed with
the duty-team)”.

Flying Booking Proposal

Alan O’Regan

This proposal is for your consideration and comment. We will ask for an indication of support (or otherwise) at the AGM, but please forward your

(constructive) criticism and suggestions in the meantime.

1 Introduction

The purpose of this document is to outline a
proposal that flying (especially under instruction)
could be booked in advance.
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2 Background / Rationale

The Cape Gliding Club is situated at Worcester
airfield one hour from Cape Town and many pilots
travel a significant distance to attend.

The current system of allowing pilots only to “join
the list” on arrival at Worcester is not conducive to
ensuring that students and pilots get “value for
time”. In fact, the system of booking on the day is
particularly frustrating for the instructors who have
no idea whether or not there are students who
wish to fly on a given day.

The result is that:
the flying operation gets started late, even
on days when there could otherwise be far
more launches
students who arrive early in order to “join
the list” are frustrated
instructors are frustrated (making a
fruitless journey to the club).

This proposal is partly based on one that is in test
phase and the Magaliesberg Gliding Club.

3 Proposal
The proposal is multi-facetted as follows:

A. Gliding Instruction

- Split the instructional day into two parts
(09h00 to 13h00 and 13h00 to 17h00)
Flying before 11h00 remains free
Allow up to two students to book a
morning or afternoon training slot (or both)
(via the internet) on the understanding that
the instructor team will endeavour to
ensure two launches per student in the
four hours
Bookings should be made before 18h00
on a Thursday (i.e., bookings close for the
weekend)
Morning students are expected to attend
briefing, and put away equipment not
required for an afternoon session
Afternoon students are expected to get
out equipment that was not used in the
morning and put away all equipment after
the afternoon session.

B. Motor gliding instruction
- Allow students and members to book the
Motor Falke in two-hour slots (starting
from 07h00)
It is up to the pilot to ensure an instructor
(if required) is available

Pilots booking the Motor Falke for an
entire day will be expected to fly for at
least four hours.

C. Pax flying

- Paxes will be encouraged (via the website
and word of mouth) to book in advance
between the hours of 09h00 and 17h00 —
in one hour slots.
Bookings (unless accepted by the senior
instructor for the day) close 18h00 on
Thursday
This does not imply instructors cannot “fit
people in” on the day, but it will remove
some of the excessive waiting around that
paxes are obliged to do
It is recommended that the website be
upgraded to allow payment via the web,
and that a certificate / receipt is printed.
(There is a process that needs to be
followed in these cases — where we can
confirm the receipt is valid)
Member pax flying can also be booked
Pax flying will typically occur in GOK
unless GOK has been booked for other
purposes, such as Gauntlet or cross-
country instruction.

D. General booking rules
On days where there is planned heavy
activity (e.g., Cape Gauntlet) the available
booking slots will be significantly reduced
Booking will open at 18h00 on a Thursday
for up to four weeks in advance (excluding
the immediately following weekend)
The Chief duty pilot will maintain the
available booking slots (and reduce them
where there are roster issues or significant
activities)
The ‘senior’ duty pilot will phone to advise
students and paxes who have booked
slots where it appears unflyable, or the
equipment is unserviceable
Members can ‘book’ annual renewal slots
in instructional time
The ‘senior’ duty pilot will print off the
bookings in advance (in any event, this
can now be done / viewed at the club).

E. Instruction implications

- Instructors will be rostered at two per day
as currently
The senior instructor will have a better
idea (before the day) whether there are
sufficient instruction bookings (pax, motor
gliding or gliding) to warrant multiple
instructors.
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If there are no or very few bookings, the
senior instructor can elect to run the
operation with a single instructor.

F. Student implications

- If a student or pilot books instruction on an
otherwise flyable day, but does not pitch
up, it is recommended that a single 15
minute launch fee is forfeit — to be used by
one of the instructors!
If a motor glider booking is not taken up, it
is suggested that the pilot be charged 30
minutes flying time
If a pax does not pitch up for the flight (on
time) they are obliged to wait for an
available slot — or reschedule to another
day
Students can book accelerated training on
the Motor Falke (with rated instructors).

G. Tugglng implications
On days where there is a full quota of
paxes, students and private pilots, there
may be a second tug pilot rostered.
However this should be known by
Thursday 18h00.

H Briefing implications
Briefings (to include the duty-team of
tuggie, instructor*two and duty pilot*three)
will be at 8:45.

4 Pros
Booking:
Less standing around, and more flying

Pilots are more likely to pitch if they know
they are expected (and paying anyway)
Reduced number of fruitless trips to the
airfield for instructors

Increased utilisation

Increased likelihood that students will “go
the distance”.

5 Cons

While it may appear to imply less
‘camaraderie’, this may be offset by the
advantage (“warm fuzzy glow”) when
more flying is being done — if you don’t
believe this, spend 10 minutes in the
clubhouse after flying on a Cape Gauntlet
day!

We are still subject to the weather — and it
is sometimes unflyable for a part of the
day — we will need to build up base of
common sense as to how to handle this.

6 Votes
It is suggested that the members vote on the
following separate motions:

“Gliding instruction may be booked by
students in half-day slots (back to back
sessions are acceptable) but there will be a
penalty for no-shows”.

“Pax flying and motor gliding instruction can
also be booked (in fact encouraged) in order
to help the instructors make more meaningful
use of their time”.

Strategic Policy Guidelines for the Cape Gliding Club

AMENDMENT HISTORY:

11 February 2007: Draft, pre-release issue. (I. D. Forbes)

15 March 2007: Approved by the Committee of the Cape Gliding
Club

BACKGROUND:

This document has been drawn up as a record of
strategic policies and principals and accepted by
the Committee of the Cape Gliding Club. It will be
presented to the membership for their
information. It had its origins in a brain storming
session on 31 May 2006 which was attended by a
cross section from the Committee, Flying Panel
and experienced members from outside these
groups. The ideas gathered have been
investigated since that meeting and the outcome
of the process is recorded here. While the
document addresses a number of key aspects of
club management, it is not intended to be an all
inclusive document. This is a living document,
and it can and should be added to and amended

from time to time to meet the changes in the
environment and challenges facing the Club. Itis
hoped that such changes will be recorded in
updated versions of this document.

APPLICATION:

It is intended that these guidelines can be used
by the Committee when making day to day
decisions at regular committee meetings. It can
also be used to guide specific projects. It will be
handed over to future committees for their benefit
and to improve continuity in the club
management.

POLICIES:
1. Targeted Marketing:
It was identified that many current
members of the club have previously
participated in related activities such as
hang gliding, paragliding, model aircraft
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and sailing. Consideration should be
given when marketing for the club, and
activities such as ab-initio courses, to
target these groups.

Time Management:

It is noted that members spend a large
amount of time travelling to and from the
club, and at the airfield, in relation to the
amount of time that they actually spend
flying. Means of improving this need to be
explored. A “booking” system for flying is
one such idea that needs to be further
developed. Communication is an
important aspect in this area and the
provision of a computer, connected to the
Internet, in the clubhouse is an important
achievement.

Low Cost Launching for Training

The cost of aerotowing is noted as placing
a large financial burden on students. The
club owns a winch and related equipment.
However we are not in a position to offer
consistent reliable winch launches to
student pilots. This is believed to be due
to technical, operational and training
issues. Considerable ongoing effort is
needed to improve the situation.

Motor Glider Instruction

The use of motor gliders for instruction
was identified, both for the initial training
of “pure” glider pilots as well as for the
training of the Soaring Society of South
Africa® Touring Motor Glider syllabus. In
addition there is a critical requirement for
the use of motor gliders in the field
selection training for cross country pilots.
A guideline for motor glider instruction, as
well as the training of instructors for motor
glider instruction has been drawn up by
the Flying Panel.

Tug Aircraft

It is noted that the club needs about “one
and a quarter” tug aircraft to meet our
requirements.  Currently we own two
dedicated tug aircraft.

5.2 The Super Cup, ZS-MIV, has been
identified as the ideal aircraft to
provide the “one” tug requirement but
means of providing the additional
“quarter” need to be investigated.

5.3 The idea of making one tug aircraft
available for PPL training (particularly

tail dragger training) to offset the costs
of ownership, was found not to be
viable due to insurance costs.

5.4 The concept of a motor glider that can
be used for combined tugging and
instructional roles has been found to
show more promise. Tug tests with
80HP and 100HP Rotax Falke aircraft
at Worcester indicate that on our
airfield, with a hard surface, 1500m
long, 650 ft ASL runway, a 100 HP
Rotax Falke could operate as a viable
“secondary” tug.

5.5 The requirement for the tug and its
pilot to reliably fly many take offs and
landings in the course of a day was
identified. The Falke® heavier
airframe and “trainer” handling is
believed to be an advantage over
some other micro light aircraft and
motor gliders with the same engine.

5.6 Careful management of the tug
maintenance and tug insurance has
proven to be effective in limiting the
cost of owning two tugs while the
second is operated on an infrequent
basis.

6. Alternate Markets:

6.2 Educational

Gliding is currently provided as part of
the training syllabus in student
colleges in Gauteng. This is identified
as a potential market for Cape Gliding
Club. The importance of being open
to “development” projects to train
young students, including previously
disadvantaged students, was
identified. However it was noted that
the while the club can provide facilities
and instructors etc, we operate as a
non-profit making organisation funded
directly by the members. There is very
little scope for the club to provide
financial sponsorship  for these
activities and funding will have to be
found from outside sources, such as
government and industry.

6.3 Visiting Pilots
Worcester has been identified as a
“world class” gliding venue that has
the potential to attract visitors from up
country and overseas. The club needs
to be open to this potential. However
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the development of these markets will
require a lot of attention to be placed
on the management of club equipment
made available for these purposes. A
lot of effort will be required to provide

visiting pilots with the specific local
knowledge, skill and experience
required to safely fly the Worcester
ridges.

Skills from 50 Years in Gliding

Editor

Those who attended the party in the clubhouse
on Saturday 31% March will already know that
Andre Leeb du Toit is celebrating 50 years
involvement in gliding. Having been in gliding for
such a long time, Andre has acquired certain
valuable skills that very few people in the Cape
possess. What I'm talking about here are the
skills, experience and equipment required to
undertake structural repairs to wooden gliders.

Andre, who soloed in 1957, has the rare
gualification of having built an entire wooden
glider, a Duster, from plans through to
completion. That was over 20 years ago but even
right now he has been busy repairing our K13
GHB in time for the April gliding course.

Fine, fiddly work

No doubt the need for this level of expertise is a
good reason to replace the trainer fleet with
composite gliders but as with everything, it
happens at a substantial price, so it won't happen
soon. In the mean time we are grateful in having
Andre available to do these exacting repairs.

Andre’s Duster is, in itself, worth mentioning here.
The prototype BJ-1b “Duster” sailplane first flew
about thirty six years ago (1971), from El Mirage,
California. Aerodynamicist Hank Thor spent over
eight years refining the concept of a small
enthusiast-built sailplane. Since that first BJ-1b
flight, over 70 Dusters have been built and flown
worldwide, about four of them in South Africa.
The key features that Thor designed into the
Duster from the outset were construction from
wood, modest cross-country performance, low

cost, and garage storage. Every feature of the
Duster reflected the designer’s desire to make the
best possible trade-offs of cost, performance,
utility, and convenience. The size of each
component was minimized and the largest pieces
limited to 18 feet, mindful that it would probably
be built and stored at home, most likely in a
garage. The wooden structure matched the tools,
building skills and confidence level of many
potential builders. One Duster owner claimed
that it could be fabricated from the kit with only a
saw, disc sander and a 3/8” drill. Two companies
were formed to support the BJ-1b. “California
Sailplanes” sold numbered sets of plans to
registered builders, and “DSK” (for Duster
Sailplane Kits) sold the prefabricated metal
hardware and materials.

Andre’s first solo in 1957 was on a unique
Dobbelraab training glider, named after its
designer (above & below).

The occasion? Andre’s first solo in a Doppelraab 50 years ago!
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The Doppelraab is interesting in that it is a
tandem two-seater which has front and back sets
of rudder pedals but only one stick, at the front.
To reach the stick, the instructor has to stretch
forward past his student. The glider was
especially designed for club and home building,
an estimated 200 being built.

| don't know where Andre finds his energy, but he
always has some project on the go. Through one
of his initiatives we have become the only club in
South Africa to have its own tailor-made,
comprehensive Gliding Manual, Cloudbase, now
in it's fifth revised printing - a unique feather in the
CGC cap.

Congratulations Andre! Few people can boast 50
years involvement in gliding.

Robert Kirby

Graham Anderson

By now most members will have heard about
Robert’s death on 10" February 2007. He was a
keen member of the club since the late 1970’s.

When | first heard that Robert had joined the club,
| was especially intrigued to meet him because
my elder brother John (by 15 years) absolutely
idolized him from his satirical, live reviews. When
I did meet him | was surprised to find a very
different person from my preconceptions. He had
by that time done considerable power flying and
converted to gliding with a passion. We got on
very well, sharing the same enthusiasm for the
sport. He progressed quickly and gave back
much to the club — becoming an instructor and
deputy CFI for a term.

We all know Robert as a satirist, writer, journalist,
actor, radio personality, musician, fly fisherman —
the list goes on and on. One thing | didn't expect
was his ability with hands on maintenance. We
spent many hilarious hours doing major
refurbishments to the K13 and K6. | learnt that he
could talk with authority on a wide range of topics
and knew so many accomplished persons across
many disciplines.

He introduced his wife Dulcie to gliding. She
quickly took to flying and soon became a very

competent glider pilot — | think she was the first to
achieve 5 hours at Fisantekraal in thermals — a
real feat! His son Martin also soloed at the club
and went on to fly 747s for Air Namibia and
others.

Robert was always prepared to use his influence
and ability to make good things happen. In 1985
he donated a charity show to raise funds for the
SSSA to assist the team’s attendance at the
Worlds in Rieti, Italy. On one of these evenings
he played my favourite Scott Joplin's “The
Entertainer” on the piano so magnificently that |
was moved to tears. He admitted years later that
it was far more difficult than he initially thought it
would be, and avoided playing Joplin thereafter.
In contrast perhaps to his public image he was a
very private person spending much of his time
alone with soul mate Dulcie.

More recently Robert was unable to pass a
medical, so he flew with Dulcie as P1 in his
favourite glider — the Twin Astir.

Dear Robert — you are sorely missed by those
who knew you. So — Dulcie, Martin and family,
sincere condolences. We understand the loss
you have suffered with Robert’s passing.

Andre Nel

Carol Clifford

Those of you who have been in the gliding world
for more than a few years, will be saddened by
the news that Dr. Andre Nel of the Estcourt
Gliding Club died on 12 April after he was found
collapsed on his bathroom floor.

Andre was an anaesthetist by profession and flew
the LS.4 number S2. He was very competitive in

years gone by, and more recently enjoyed his
flying at Gariep.

Our heartfelt sympathy is extended to his friends,
colleagues and any family that he may have had -
he was a bachelor, so am not sure if he had any
close family members. He will be sorely missed
by his friends in the gliding community.

Krautkoerant September-October 2006 Page 10



SACAA Type Certification/Approval

Editor

There is currently a lot of talk and of uncertainty
about this, for both gliders and motor gliders. It's
a worrying situation as there are huge financial
implications for owners as well as implications for
the future of the gliding movement in South
Africa. If you own a glider, it concerns you. At
the moment negotiations with SACAA are still

developments in this saga please refer directly to
either Keith Ashman or Dave Mortimer at SSSA.

For those who have Samba or Lambada aircraft,
assurance has been given by Barbara Friebose of
Wings & Tracks that these Urban Air aircraft were
both fully type certified/approved by SACAA in

underway with Keith Ashman acting on behalf of 2002.
the SSSA. Should you wish to know the latest

KK Smalls & Coming Events

21% — 28" April. Free State Regional Gliding Competition at Potchefstroom (21% April — practice day)

4" 19" August. The annual Magalies Gliding Club Wave Camp at El Mirador, Drakensberg. Experience some
really exhilarating mountain flying. Contact Mathilde Akar (mathilde@iafrica.com) for costs and more details. Those
pilots with suitable tug aircraft who would be interested in towing at the Wave Camp are also asked to contact
Mathilde.

Book: “Competing in Gliders — winning with your mind” Written by Italian father and son, Leo & Ricky Brigliadori.
Leo is a past World Champion and winner of numerous European & ltalian championships; Riccardo is a winner of
numerous ltalian and European championships. Both have a wealth of gliding experience and the book has wonderful
photographs of gliding all over the world, gives the reader an insight of their experiences, successes and failures, and
also talks about how to win competitions by preparing body and mind. Contact: Carol Clifford, 011 615 2461(h), 082
923 7147, e-mail bobcar@global.co.za Price 35 or Rand equivalent.

L-Spatz 55 ZS-GVN R32 000. Excellent flying condition, no trailer. Built 1963, total hours only
1270. Has the newest Flarm version and remote, with built in logger serial cable. Contact Ari
Cotton 083 652 5678 or email ari@firstpos.co.za

Astir CS G102, retractable gear, SN 1066, 1975. ZS-GJW.

In excellent condition. Panel includes ASI, Altimeter, Cambridge Vario, Compass and Radio.
Included: Tow-out gear, covers and trailer. R75, 000. Contact Bill Griffiths 021-712 5264 evenings
or 084 622 6624 during the day.

Lambada ZS-GZT. Two-seater side-by-side. 13m wingspan with 15m extentions. 95 horsepower

(80hp converted to 95hp). Total airframe +/-800hrs. Engine 800hrs pre-conversion; post-conversion

zero +/-100hrs. Glide 26:1 without extensions, 30:1 with extensions. Cruise 100 knots, stall 35

knots. Includes transponder, lcom A200 radio, AH, ballistic parachute safety system, VP propeller,
Garmin 1l pilot GPS, aircraft cover, pair pilot ANR headsets. Immaculate condition. Asking price: R485,000 onco.
Contact Bruce 082 721 7887

Lambada ZS-GXZ. The KK Editor's immaculate, almost-new Lambada is tentatively on the market
due to his “better half's” susceptibility to motion sickness. Touring motor gliders are no fun to fly solo
but we are still experimenting with medications. editor@cgc.org.za

Radio crystals for a Dittel FSG 15. Frequency 124.8. Or can someone modify a set to synthesis frequency or
digital? Contact Giso von Petersdorff, GISO @ telkom.net, 082 852 3919, 021 852 3919.

Thanks to Susan Walker, Alan O’Regan, Alison Navarro, Jacobus Hartman, lan Forbes, Carol Clifford and
Graham Anderson for their contributions to this edition of the KK.

Please send all contributions to the editor, Peter Wooley editor@cgc.org.za fax 021 487 259
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