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Alison’s Column

Alison Navarro, Chairman

I hope all of our members will have

a healthy and prosperous New Year

{ and achieve their flying goals, as
' well as fly safely this year.

kS As mentioned in the Weekend
News the Wlnelands Week was fairly active, but
could have been more so as the weather was
better than in the past few years during the same
period. The excellent weather has continued, but
our activity level on the training side has not
picked up. The single seater gliders have been
nicely active though.

Some food for thought .......

NIG will be back in a week or two after having
had some “investigative maintenance” done. We
have about 170 hours left on her engine, which
should last us — at the current utilization rate —
approximately 2% to 3 years. The Rotax Falke
has the same time left on her engine and her
utilization is presently 100 hours per year. When
the engine is timex — in about 1% years, we
should look at replacing it with a 100hp engine.
This will cost us in the region of R170000.00,
excluding installation and parts other than the
motor. We will not get anything back on the timex
80hp motor. At this point we would have MIV as
primary tug with NIG as secondary tug and the
100hp Rotax Falke as back-up tug. The Falke
will also be used for cross country training and
general TMG training. This is generally what she
is presently being used for.

To do a major overhaul on NIG when the engine
is timex will cost the Club in the region of
R160000.00. The value of NIG would then be
approximately R360 000.00. She will also need
fabric work done.

The above aircraft are not manufactured for the
type of work that we expect of them —i.e. tugging.
MIV is our “workhorse” and has really been
fantastic throughout the years, but will the Rotax
Falke be able to work as hard on an ongoing
basis? Some points to ponder:

Do we:

(a) Keep MIV and a 100hp Rotax Falke and
sell NIG “as is” when the engine is timex?

(b) Keep MIV and NIG with new engine and
keep the Rotax Falke with reconditioned
80hp motor?

(c) Sell both MIV and NIG and upgrade GZF
to 100hp and buy another 100ph Rotax
Falke from Germany at an estimated
R650 000.00?

(d) Sell all the tugs and use the winch which
cost us in the region of R86 000.00 to
purchase and is generally under-utilised?

Remember, when contemplating these
alternatives, NIG is an asset that has been paid
for, so we might as well utilize her while we have
her. If we dispose of her now with hardly any time
left on the engine, what we will get for her will
cover the cost of a 100hp Rotax engine. The
Rotax Falke, in its towing configuration, will be
working hard and flying full power for quite some
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time (at least until release of the glider). The
engine/propeller gearbox will take most of the
strain and she will redevelop the oil temperature
problem as experienced when towing at the
beginning of December. The tug rates will not be
that much cheaper with the Rotax Falke either, as
the cost of the new engine is roughly the same as
the cost of a reconditioned Lycoming engine (a
little more actually), and the insurance is higher in
the tug configuration.

| have heard a number of opinions such as “sell
both MIV and NIG as they are ancient technology
and buy Rotax”. They are old, but at least they
are proven in the field of tugging. Let's not be
hasty and make a poorly-informed decision which
could lead to a higher end-price.

Instead speak to the people who know what they
are talking about before making any far-reaching
decisions. We still have time.

The Worcester News

Peter Wooley

The folk at Jonker Sailplanes in Potchefstroom
must be ecstatic about the first place Attie
Jonker flew their brand new JS 1 Revelation
glider to in the recent SA National Championship.
And this only weeks after its maiden flight. Such
is the interest in this “state-of-the-art” sailplane
that all 10 units of the initial production run have
already been sold. Jonker Sailplanes’ web site is
well worth a visit but in addition, a promotional CD
is doing the rounds in our club which is a “must
see”. This enthusiastic, gifted and dedicated
young team deserves to go places with this
ambitious venture. I've heard through the grape
vine that one of our leading CGC competition
pilots, as well as other top-ranked pilots, have
already ordered the JS1.

Another new glider heading our way from
Slovenia is the Pipistrel Taurus. This is a 15m
wingspan Rotax self launch side-by-side two
seater, with a dual-wheel undercarriage and
steerable tail wheel that permits unaided taxi-ing
— a great move towards self-sufficiency. The
wing, derived from the Sinus, gives a best glide of
around 40:1 which sounds good (though who flies
at best glide?) What is most remarkable about the
Taurus is the high end of the polar, it is claimed
that the actual fuselage adds a large degree of
lift, with good resultant high-end gains. Local
agent Kobus Nel hopes to have the first one here
within the next few months for Martin to clock up
some 1000km Worcester demo flights.

Who shall | name as “CGC champion” of the last
two months? Personally | think the title rests
jointly with all our pilots who flew across country
in what has been a time of unusually fine soaring
weather across the whole southern African
region. Listed below are just some of the pilots
and their achievements:

Dolf Pretorius made some impressive 1000km
flights in his 15m Standard Class LS8 pure glider
at Gariep; plus he gained third place in the

15m/Standard Class at the SA National
Championship. Congratulations Dolf!

Reinhold Lawrenz has continued his soaring
comeback in Rudi's Single Astir, as well as
participating in a number of dual flights;

Garth Milne flew some really good distance
soaring flights in his Standard Cirrus;

Mark Siegelberg showed he is getting to grips
with his 20m wingspan Nimbus 2 pure glider with
a flight of 695km;

Sven Olivier did well in the highly competitive
Sailplane Grand Prix at Bloemfontein-New Tempe
and went on shortly afterwards to fly his ASW27
to seventh place in the 15m/Standard Class at the
SA National Championship;

Johan Gericke clocked up 580km in the clubs
Standard Cirrus, in the process braving the return
trip between Worcester and Vreysrand (about
220km out east);

Nicky Oberhofer made a respectable 584km in
his Standard Cirrus;

Alan O'Regan flew no less than 1114km in his
LS8 -a superb flight for a pure glider at Worcester!

Neither the good weather nor the good
performances ceased at Worcester after the
Winelands Week, with Mark Siegelberg flying a
very creditable 777km, landing out late at
Porterville on 6 January in his Nimbus 2. As
Platypus has said, TINSFOS! — There Is No
Substitute For Span! Mark’s outlanding was a
little unusual in that both pilot and retrieve crew
“lost” the glider as the gloom of evening turned
into night, and they returned home with an empty
trailer!

Jacobus Hartman completed his practical GPL
requirements with a pre-declared Silver C flight
from Worcester to Tradouw Pass beyond
Swellendam, returning to an arranged landing at
Robertson.

It was a refreshing change to see some “proper”
thermal flying by Otto Ténges on 10 January
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when he flew up the east flank of the Cedarberg
along the edge of the Ceres Karoo, returning
home via Renosterhoek. The following week Otto
and Martin Griunert notched up an OLC 1000km
flight.

Readers of Alison’'s Weekend News, as well as
the OLC watchers, will know the names of many
other CGC achievers not mentioned here -
congratulations to all of you!

A new sight at Worcester, first seen airborne on 6
January, is Errol Drew’s magnificent 18m
Antares. Despite the unreliability of our electricity
utility ESKOM, Errol's aircraft must arguably be
the ultimate glider. What more can | say? I'm
sure Errol's smile is very wide right now!

Sailplane & Gliding readers will have come across
reports of UK farmers acting aggressively towards
glider pilots out-landing on their turf. | have
recently heard a story of a similar instance where
an overseas visitor was charged R1000.00 for
landing in a Free State farmer’s field. The times
are changing indeed.

Just last week | had the pleasure of meeting Dick
Bradley for the first time and experiencing the

hospitality of his “Soaring Safaris” venture at
Bloemfontien’s New Tempe airfield (www.soaring-
safaris.com). Dick has a really superb line-up of
single and two seater gliders for hire and offers a
full support service to people who use his outfit.
The friendly, relaxed and supportive atmosphere
there impressed me and the Free State weather
is legendary. The venue also has plenty of shade
net glider parking.

Those who remember Claire Bradley may be
interested to know that she is currently a captain
with the low-cost arm of British Midlands Airways.
Not bad for a young lady who began with a K7.

Membership

We say “Welcome” to J6rn Puscher and
“Farewell” to Randy Cullen who has left South
Africa for Canada, but remains a country member
of the club.

One last word: | really enjoy editing and
producing this newsletter for you, though
contributions nowadays seem to be dwindling. |
would like to ask you all to consider making some
contribution to the KK as I'm sure there are lots of
interesting stories floating around among you.

Dave Starke — A Personal Tribute

Peter Wooley

Friends of Dave Starke will be hurting after his
untimely passing, not least of all his family. Many
of our members have voiced their admiration for
this gifted and gentle man. Fitting tributes were
paid at his memorial service by his daughter

Claire, his flying partner Hubert, as well as in
writing by Trevor Johnson and members of his
overseas family.

Dave participated fully in life and made
achievements in such diverse fields as
motocross, keel boat racing, power flying, as well
as in business. He was a self-taught polymath
and great thinker — he read vastly and all who
knew him will attest to his incredibly broad
knowledge. Less known perhaps is the fact that
Dave’s knowledge was not limited to the many
technical fields we came to associate him with.
From my personal experience | will remember
Dave for more than being a technical oracle — |
will remember Dave for his generosity of heart,
his sincerity and kindness. Not being a man of
many words, what Dave said was usually
sufficient for the moment and to me his opinions
and advice were always wise and honest.

Time will eventually begin to blur the sadness of
his passing and we will reconcile our individual
sense of loss. One thing is certain though -
Dave’s place in the Worcester gliding scene will
never be filled.
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A Gift in Memoriam:
Gisela Schénrock

Thomas Schonrock, son of Gisela and Erich
Schonrock (who was for a long time Chief Duty
Pilot way back in the old days at Fisantekraal),
has made a very generous donation of R10

000.00 to the club. The donation is in memory of
his late mother, Gisela, and will be utilized at the
committee’s discretion. Thank you Thomas!

Club Computer & CGC Web Site

The CGC clubhouse finally has a computer with a
24 hour broadband Internet connection, which
may be used by all members. As Telkom could
not provide connectivity, we used a wireless
facility from the local WISP in Worcester,
BreedeNet. To date, the connection has proved
to be highly reliable and fast. Long may that last!
The PC has various software packages installed
for flight analysis and a Serial and USB cable
secured on the desk (thanks Tom!), for
connectivity to various loggers. With design
assistance of Garth, a modified Flarm power
supply will also be provided soon. The costs of
the Internet connection are shared with other
members of CGC, so please do not use the club
PC for large downloads/uploads. Many thanks to
Nicky, lan and Kevin for their contributions to this
project, which resulted in keeping costs down.

There have been a few additions and some
changes to the CGC web site. Firstly, the
Members section now provides access to the
popular Weekend News, on-line viewable or
downloadable spreadsheets of Flight Times and a
spreadsheet of the Members Contact List
(password protected). The format of the flight
times and member® contact lists have been
greatly improved to help one search on specific
views or upload to such applications as Outlook
for contacts. Many thanks to Ed, Rob K and
Andre for their assistance in this regard.

Secondly, the web site now has a Weather
section. From this portal you can view or link to
forecasts and real-time weather information from
such sources as the SA Weather Service,
Weather Underground, Dr Jack, lan Forbes,
1stWeather.com, SABC and iWeathar. You can
also view the BreedeNet web cam, which looks
from the top of Keeromberg over the Breede
valley towards Villiersdorp. iWeathar now has a
station reporting real-time/historic wind speed and
direction at FAWC - thanks again to Ed, Rob K,
Tom and Kevin for their assistance on that
project.

Our webmaster has also provided a facility for us
to upload documents, spreadsheets and photos
directly to the CGC web site. This has enabled us
to publish flight times and other items far more
promptly than previously. Should you have any
relevant photos that you would like uploaded to
the CGC web site, please ensure they are each
no larger than 20Kb (kilobits), and "attach"
captions prior to forwarding to Kevin at
kemitche@cisco.com

Please keep the suggestions coming in regarding
possible improvements to the site. We receive
many enquiries from locals and foreigners via our
web site, so let® try to keep it interesting, up-to-
date and informative.

Pioneers of Gliding: Alexander Schleicher

Alexander Schleicher (May 22 1901 - April 26
1968) was a pioneer of German sailplane design.
The company he founded and which bears his
name is today one of the worlds leading
manufacturers  of  sailplanes, located in
Poppenhausen, near Fulda in Germany. It is also
the oldest sailplane manufacturer in the world.

Schleicher was born in Huhnrain, the son of a
joiner. From the time he was fourteen years old,
he worked with his father and learned his trade.
As an apprentice, he worked at a furniture factory

before commencing work at the Weltensegler
aircraft factory in Baden-Baden in 1923. Two
years later, he arrived at the Wasserkuppe and
worked in the workshop of the Rhon-Rossiten
Gesellschaft building sailplanes. He also learned
to fly and in 1926 won a major prize in the annual
gliding championships held on the Wasserkuppe.
He used this money to found his own company,
beginning in the Huhnrain dance hall, and later at
a rented workshop in Remmerz. The company
grew quickly in size and fame, producing many
notable designs including the Anfanger
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("Beginner"), Zoégling ("Student"), Professor,
Mannheim, and the Stadt Frankfurt (City of
Frankfurt).  Meanwhile, the aircraft produced
under contract by the company continued to grow
in size and complexity, reaching their pinnacle
with the DFS Rhonadler (Rhén eagle) and DFS
Rhénbussard (Rhon buzzard) designed by Hans
Jacobs, and a huge three-seat experimental
glider built from a design by Alexander Lippisch
for the Deutsche Forschungsanstalt fir Segelflug
(DFS - German Research Institute for Sailplane
Flight). By the time WW?2 broke out in Europe,
Schleicher was already employing hundreds of
workers in what was a major enterprise.

During WW?2, the factory was used to maintain
and repair training gliders for the Hitler Youth who
received flight training at the Wasserkuppe. At
the end of the war, aviation activities were
suspended in allied-occupied Germany and
Alexander Schleicher returned to his roots, using
his factory to build furniture until the restrictions
were lifted in 1951 and the company could build
sailplanes once more.

The first notable post-war designs were by Rudolf
Kaiser and include:

* Ka 6 (Standard Class)

* Ka 7 (Two seat trainer)

* Ka 8 (Standard Class)

* ASK 13 (Two seat trainer)

* ASK 14 (Single seat touring motorglider)
* ASK 16 (Two seat touring motorglider)

* ASK 18 (Club Class)

* ASK 21 (Glass fibre two seat trainer)

* ASK 23 (Glass fibre Club Class)

The modern era of using composite materials
began with single seat gliders designed by
Gerhard Waibel. His designs are:

* ASW 12 (Open Class)

* ASW 15 (Standard Class)

* ASW 17 (Open Class)

* ASW 19 (Standard Class)

* ASW 20 (15 metre Class, some with tip
extensions)

* ASW 22 (Open Class)

* ASW 24 (Standard Class)

* ASW 27 (15 metre Class)

* ASW 28 (Standard Class, but some also with
tips for 18 metres)

More recent designs by Martin Heide and Michael
Greiner are:

* ASH 25 (Two seat Open Class)

* ASH 26 (18 metre Class, often motorised)

* ASG 29 (15 metre Class and 18 metre Class)

Alexander Schleicher personally managed the
firm until his death in Fulda in 1968.

Relief for Pilots

HW

To pee or not to pee is not the question. It's an
issue of how to pee — especially if you don’t want
to come down prematurely from your five hour
attempt! Actually we all know how to pee, but in a
glider one has a shortage of hands plus the
plumbing and aiming can be a challenge. Here is
one simple solution.

Start with a professional leg bag as used in many
hospitals after catheterisation. The one shown

above has a stepped conical input pipe adapter
(white with blue collar). The plastic filler tube
enters the top of the bag (left in picture), and
contains a non-return valve. On the bottom (right)
is the dump valve (add a pre-flight check that it is
closed!)

The latex cone lined up with the input adapter is
the business end of a Uridome, available at
Dischem (Somerset West) or Mediclinic (also
known as a Male External Condom Catheter).
Feel free to get a smile and ask for the biggest
one, since you are going to cut off the rolled up
part and only need the tip as shown.

Uridomes cost about R20 but in emergencies
other more economical solutions can be used.
Stop in at Pick & Pay (Paarl Centre) and buy a
Pretty Baby Orthodontic Latex Teat Size 2.
Trim it down to the size as shown and then cut
the tip off to leave a small hole. Force a plastic
pipe through, ensuring a tight fit, and tape up with
Elastoplast or any suitable adhesive tape. You
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have now saved yourself R15. Some teats have
teeth inside — avoid these!

Now gents, you have to attach the latex to your
personal peetot tube, the cylinder head actually.
Attach with some Elastoplast strips and seal
properly. Instant glue is NOT recommended. If
the Rabbi hasn’t been hacking at you, the job is
easy since you have a natural retainer that fits
over the latex. One finds that the rubber
extension is not noticed after a while, and
sometime is forgotten till one gets home!

In flight, put the bag under a leg, without
connecting for a few hours. When in need, it is
easy to plug the conical bag fitting into the tube of
the latex cone, and experience the great relief
that comes from a job well done. If the bag
doesn't fill, you must try harder as this is an uphill
battle, or maybe you didn't do your pre-flight
check! Your socks will let you know which
problem you have!

So now you have a full baggie that you don’t want
to show to the chairlady when you land. With the
non-return valve, you can safely disconnect, and
empty out the window. Before disconnecting,
clamp the plastic pipe on the upstream side, and
squeeze below this a few times to get air in the
tube. Don'’t forget to repeat your pre-flight check!

If you only have a small baggie, you can always
bring it back to FAWC. 1t is not difficult to pretend
you are tying your laces after you get out of the
cockpit, and those weeds really need some help!
If your glider has a dump tube, you can of course
connect your bag to that — the real sophisticates
do that!

So there you have done it! Great comfort now
exists in the Breederivier skies, and we have no
bladder ruptures when outlanding!

Introductory Gliding Course

An Introductory Gliding Course will be run from Monday 2 April to Friday 6 April, 2007, incl.
Contact Alison by e-mail at architecnic@intekom.co.za 021 853 8870, 082 728 7386.

KK Smalls

L-Spatz 55 ZS-GVN R32 000. Excellent flying condition, no trailer. Built 1963, total hours only 1270. Has the
newest Flarm version and remote, with built in logger serial cable. Contact Ari 083 652 5678 or email
ari@firstpos.co.za

Lambada touring motor glider, Rotax 912 UL motor, 13m wingspan with wing extensions to 15m, ballistic parachute
rescue system, “Africa” undercarriage, rear glider tow hook, carbon fibre variable pitch prop, 2x 50 litre fuel tanks. Full
engine instrumentation, Microair mode C transponder, Filser radio with intercom and twin Sennheiser headsets,
Garmin 286 colour GPS, Winter vario. First registered in March 2004, this aircraft has only 130 hours total time, has
been scrupulously maintained and is virtually as new. Contact Peter Wooley, editor@cgc.org.za, 072 699 6947, 021
686 3883 (at home) or 021 487 2451 (office).

Canopy covers: “Dust” covers or “All-Weather” waterproof covers. Large archive of patterns or glider can be
measured directly. Orders are made up within a short time. Dust covers R550.00, waterproof covers R700.00. For
two seaters add R150.00. Contact Daléne dalenepestana@hotmail.com or 082 885 1790.

Wanted: ASI, 80mm, with kph scale. Contact edititor@cgc.org.za, 072 699 6947 or 021 487 2451 (office hours).

Thanks go to Garth Milne, Alison Navarro, Kevin Mitchell and Susan Walker for their contributions to this
edition of the KK.

Please send future contributions to the editor, Peter Wooley. editor@cgc.org.za fax 021 487 2591
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