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Alison’s Column

Alison Navarro, Chairman

Last week | attended a CAA Safety
Meeting during the ACSA
Conference at the Cape Town
International Conference Centre.
% \\hat struck me afterwards was how
el 8% fortunate we are to be entirely self-
regulating with our Aviation Recreation
Organisation (ARO) status. Gliding’s safety
record is extremely good in comparison with other
aviation sports and part of this is attributable to
the high level of interaction between the various
gliding clubs and the SSSA.

The General Aviation fraternity, under the
auspices of CAA, has huge problems with regard
to safety issues. CAA has been trying to address
these problems with the proverbial “big stick”
approach, but after actually TALKING to pilots
and schools, they have finally come to realize that
it all begins with TRAINING.

I am impressed every time there is positive
interaction between our pilots and students, just

as | am impressed with CFI lan Forbes’
“Mentorship Program”. Students must remember
that mentors are there especially to facilitate their
flying progress and to assist them in any way
possible to achieve their personal goals. Use this
opportunity.

2006 has been a year of low activity but we are
maintaining our membership level in comparison
to other Gliding Clubs in the country. This can be
attributed to our twice-yearly courses as well as
the very popular and well supported monthly
“Cape Gauntlet” competition. My sincere thanks
go to Alan O’Regan who has, with the support of
Sven Olivier, kept the competitive spirit within the
Club going. This years Gauntlet ends during the
first week of December. | certainly hope there is
going to be a repeat Gauntlet series next year.
So far this one is a close contest!

I hope that everyone has a wonderful and safe
festive season. Please fly and drive safely and
best wishes to you and your families for 2007.

The Worcester News

Peter Wooley

It's that most exciting time of year again for
soaring — early summer! Garth Milne has just
made an excellent 546km out-and-return (23"
November) in his Standard Cirrus — which is
pretty far out from FAWC. Others like Alan
O’Regan (667km) have also had good flights,
though no 1000km’s yet. As the Namibian and
Gariep soaring venues reach full swing, the big
scores are rolling in daily. It's gut-wrenching to be
on the ground in Cape Town reading about this
stuff! While our Gauntlet competition days have
not been blessed with great weather so far,
sooner or later the “hammer wetter” is going to
strike and there will be a host of smiling glider
pilots. Forecasts are great, but you need to BE
THERE. Start planning now for “Winelands Week
2006”". On the subject of forecasts, we say a big

“thank you” to lan Forbes for all his work with the
Blipmaps and for giving us all the weather links.

SA’s state-of-the-art 18m class glider

Don’t miss reading about the new South African
FAI “18m class” JS1 Revelation glider at
www.jonkersailplanes.co.za. The JS1 is a
completely uncompromised design in all respects
and there is a special introductory price for the
initial 10 confirmed orders.

Going places safely - going further, faster

Our thanks must go to Alan O’Regan for taking
the trouble to pen a series of “must read” articles
about flying the Worcester ridges. This sharing of
personal soaring experience and techniques was
sadly missing in our club in earlier days, when
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those who could have shared their experience
simply wouldn’t.  New attitudes are bringing
change and with this, a lot of encouragement.
Short of uncooperative weather, proof in the “new
improved” cross-country pudding will be posted
for all to see as the 2007 OLC season unfolds -
and I'm expecting some surprises.

Having said that, let's not let distance, the OLC
and beating one’s mate blind us to the sheer
beauty of the terrain that we CGC pilots are
privileged to traverse every time we are airborne.
Doing distance very satisfying, but if it blows your
mind to remain in one place simply to climb up
over some isolated peak, don't let competition
spoil that experience for you. Apart from the
snowy Alps, our local scenery is as impressive
and varied as the best you will see on any of
those magnificent German gliding calendars. But
if you find your cross-country soaring is not
progressing, perhaps you need a GOAL?

Lift club WIKI
Here's a reminder about the “Worcester Lift WIKI”
introduced by Kim Carter-Brown. Getting to

Worcester IS expensive — you can save money by
sharing. The WIKI is at www.cgc.org.za

Membership

We say “Welcome” to Jesse Roos, and
“Farewell” to Sandy Hultberg, Victoria Norris,
Peter Middleton and Craig Hopkins.

Quirky payments!

An interesting little quirk of one of our members is
that he pays in R1000 multiples (thank you!), but
always adds an extra R1 on the end of the
amount. His first payment was R1000 and to
date he’s up to R1024.

Please take care

Bob Allison reported, in Issue 42 of SA Soaring,
on two airspace infringements by pilots who
caused a great deal of embarrassment for the
SSSA, putting the whole South African gliding
movement in a bad light at CAA. For those who
will be flying at venues away from Worcester over
the usual December-January gliding camp period,
please make a point of familiarising yourself with
the rules concerning the local airspace, especially
the controlled airspace.

Safety Issues

It is so sad to hear of yet another fatal gliding accident,
this time in Argentina (Sven Olivier, cgcdiscuss, 21st
and 22nd Nov). Another fatal accident, involving a
touring type motor glider at Orient Airfield occurred
recently. The following piece by Magalies CFl Keith
Ashman has been copied for you here from the
Highveld Flyer - while it is addressed specifically to
MGC pilots, it could just as well include us all.

The accident highlights the dangers associated
with our sport of flying. In the world of gliding we
are frequently put in a position where we have to
fly at low level in our normal operations. Let us
consider and list some of those areas:

Winch cable breaks

Aerotow low level rope breaks

Competition and cross-country finishes and fly-
pasts

Lower than usual circuits due to sustained sink

Off field landings where a close inspection of the
field chosen is required

Training for cable and rope breaks

Simulated rope breaks

Advanced display training and execution
Congested circuits after a competition finish or
during high intensity operations.

In all of the above situations we glider pilots have
to fly accurately and precisely when close to the
ground to ensure maximum safety. In all

situations, maintaining a safe margin of airspeed
is critical, as is accurate positioning and
coordinated flight whilst compensating for the
airfield/field layout and prevailing weather
conditions.

The Club and SSSA policy has introduced a low
flight demonstration as part of the GPL in order to
ensure that pilots are able to handle situations
outside and complimentary to the more common
winch cable break low fight requirements. Our
policy concerning the Ilevel of competency
required to adequately and safely fly when
presented with the above listed situations is to
insist on further training until the level of
competence and/or required rating is achieved.

For example, a pilot requesting to perform a low
pass will not be able to do so prior to having
received the appropriate training. If there are any
doubts in your own mind on how well you are able
to perform under the required pressure in these
situations - then please contact me and we will
arrange the requisite training (Magalies pilots).

It is therefore imperative that pilots adopt a
sensible attitude to the flight regimes that demand
low level flight or lower than average operations.
Our policy is to assist in developing competence
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through tight control rather than prohibitive
rulings. To this end our duty instructors, duty
officers and safety officers are extensions of my
authority and enjoy my full support at all times.

Lastly, a plea to all to ensure that their gliders
airworthiness documentation, GPL and instruction
ratings are current. We do not police this area as
closely as | would like and therefore rely on the
vigilance and responsible attitude of our pilots.

Expanding the wind talker coverage

Peter Wooley

The delivery by air of a new wind talker to
Barrydale and two to George turned out to be a
memorable event.

Adriaan and | headed east in his Lambada on a
pristine spring morning from Worcester, flying
close along the magnificently rugged Langeberge.
The first stop was planned for Barrydale, so after
crossing north over the mountains near Montagu,
we headed further east again, keeping the R62 in
sight on our right. The rendezvous at Barrydale
was not quite as simple as expected - the farm
airstrip is hardly a local landmark. Eventually we
pinpointed the spot and swooped down to a
gentle landing on a sloping strip that is somewhat
rutted from the winter rains.

Motor gliders go almost anywhere!

Here we met Martie, a paraglider pilot and boom-
time Protea farmer, hands green-coloured from
harvesting a bumper export crop. Martie has
now, very kindly, installed this wind talker on a
high point on his Langeberg farm, situated clear
of any venturi effects.

The willing Lambada doesn't need much of a
ground-run, even in still air. Soon we were back
on the “scenic route” to George, having traversed
back onto the southern side of the Langeberg.

The high Outeniquas

It's beyond my command of language to do
justice describing the scenery that followed — a
veritable sensory overload. As we ventured
further eastward, we crossed first Garcia’'s Pass
opposite Riversdale, then the spectacular cutting
of the Grootrivier gorge (which leads eventually
beneath the well-known Gouritz bridge), before
reaching that major gliding landmark, Vreysrand.
For those who have not ventured this far in a
glider, Vreysrand (217km out of FAWC)
represents the end of the “conventional”
Langeberge ridge, and the extent of both
Adriaan’s and my own pure-glider flights. Here
the going starts getting “tricky” as the ridge
becomes poorly defined, with the only outlanding
fields situated far away to the south.

A few words about that small group of pilots who
venture further east beyond Vreysrand and
Cloete’s Pass in “pure gliders™ These pilots have
my sincere admiration as they are brave men and
clever soaring pilots. Soaring  these
discontinuous mountains is only for the bold.

Beyond the Robinson Pass, the Outeniqua
Mountains sweep up high, with occasional
isolated valleys still dense with indigenous
hardwood forests. At the Outeniqua Pass we
descended to take a look at the thatch-roofed
restaurant building situated next to a sweeping
curve of the mountain railway line. Here another
online wind talker will broadcast vital soaring
information to adventurous pilots.

Krautkoerant December 2006 Page 3



The mountain slopes above George

From there we headed to the coast, passing the
tranquil havens of Wilderness, Sedgefield, and
Buffelsbaai, before turning back, abeam the
Knysnha Heads.

Superb coastal scenery

Along the way Adriaan continually pointed out the
established paragliding launch sites, from which
he's pioneered many a new soaring route.
Passing a smooth green hill, a young woman,
busy preparing her paraglider, waved us an
enthusiastic greeting. At various places we saw
paragliders and hang gliders riding the hilltop
thermals and coastal ridge lift.

The Wilderness-Sedgefield lakes & beaches

Flying alongside the cliffs at sea level is a
breathtaking experience which | doubt disturbs
anyone below, as the Lambada is such a quiet
aircraft.

Retracing our steps to George, ATC instructed us
to join the circuit abeam Herolds Bay, after which
Adriaan greased the Lambada into the
ridiculously wide runway.

At FAGG hangars with a noisy visitor

After a quick look over the busy Jabiru factory,
where they are busy with two Whisper motor
gliders, we delivered another two wind talkers to
Johnny, a local businessman and paraglider pilot.
Johnny will install one wind talker below George
Peak at the restaurant next to the Quteniqua
railway line. The other will be installed at the
coast next to the Wilderness Beach Hotel.

Next up was a well-deserved break for lunch.
Thirty minutes later we were strapped securely in
the Lambada with engine running, but at this
moment fate stepped in.

Lowering sky and not IF rated!

Calling for permission to taxi, we were advised by
ATC that George was closed to all but IFR traffic!
The sinister sea breeze was creeping in. No
doubt you are muttering that hackneyed old
phrase about “If you have time to spare...”, and
yes, you are right.

So the lazy whales, the Great Whites and the
Dolphin schools will have to wait for the next
coastwise motor glider trip.

But let's not lose sight of the reason for this
memorable flight — the wind talker project. At this
stage it's safe to say that this ambitious wind

Krautkoerant December 2006 Page 4



talker project is largely a fait accompli. Despite
getting off to a rocky start, it seems fairly certain
that both the pundits as well as the aspirant
soaring pilots will get a great deal useful
information out of this system. Right now it's up
and running and will hopefully continue well into
the future, despite periodic maintenance. If it had

not been for Adriaan’s irrepressible enthusiasm,
positive attitude and personal energy, this project
would never have seen the light of day.

It remains for time and future OLC scores of the
Cape Gliding Club to illustrate the level of
success of Adriaan Hepburn’s wind talker project.

Our Spatz

Ari Cotton

On arrival of the Cape Summer, a rather unusual
looking high performance glider takes to the skies
at Worcester. Its our Scheibe L-Spatz 55. Why
unusual, and why high performance? Read on...

History

The Spatz A was first built in 1952. Designed by
Egon Scheibe and built at the Sheibe factory.
The Spatz ,Spatz B and L-Spatz all had shoulder-
height wings. The Spatz 55, L-Spatz 55 and L-
Spatz iii had wings mounted on the top of the
fuselage. The L in L-Spatz is for Leistung which
means performance. All L-Spatzes have an
extra two metres of wingspan giving them
15metre wings and 10% improved performance.

The L-Spatz 55 first flew in 1954. 300 L-Spatz
55's were built in Germany, 155 in France as the
A60 Fauconnet and 16 in Italy as the MS-30 L
Passero.

Baptiste Hoffman set the then German distance
record of 678 km in 1957 in an L-Spatz.

Flying our Spatz

Strapping on an L-Spatz-55 for the first time,
certain, er, strange things happen... Il try to
explain. Once inside, you feel a little like you are
in a Ka-7 front seat, with similar instruments and
seating. The take-off is routine except that there
is a very short ground roll and she is airborne
almost before the rope is taught! There is a
tangible magnetic repulsion between the Spatz
and the ground, she simply wants to fly.

The aerotow needs to be a little slower than
normal, and one has to ask the tuggy not to
exceed 110kph. After release the Spatz is ready
to demonstrate her true character. The best glide
angle is 29:1 when doing 72kph, stall speed is
50kph and VNE is 180kph.

Flying cross country is what the Spatz was made
for. She has the heart and determination to get
you there no matter what. In her own time, of
course. With the rather low wing loading it's
possible for the Spatz to fly much higher than the
modern glass ships in the same region of lift.
Looking down at the expensive, high performance
ships cruising 500 feet below it's hard to
differentiate between them, they all look exactly
the same from above.

Thermals in the Spatz

When approaching a thermal in the Spatz you
can feel the change in the way the air carries the
glider, and the way the controls feel... There is a
noticeable feeling of energy, not easy to explain -
as if the glider quivers from anticipation. It can
turn in very small circles in a thermal, staying in
the best lift near the core.

Our Spatz is a patient teacher and I've been a
slow learner. It has been a rare privilege to own
and fly her, for which | am indeed very grateful.
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Pioneers of Gliding: Martin Schempp

Martin Schempp (Stuttgart 23 March 1905 - 9 July
1984) was a glider pilot and founder of Schempp-
Hirth.

After completing his commercial education, he
helped out in his father® craftsman® business. In
1926, at the age of 21, he emigrated to the USA
in the hope of finding better working conditions
there. After working at various odd jobs, he finally
found employment as a chemical laboratory
technician at a steel mill. A talk by Charles
Lindbergh about his Atlantic crossing so inspired
Martin about aviation that he returned to Germany
in 1928 to learn how to fly. After completing his
basic soaring training, he acquired his pilot®
license for powered aircraft at the Klemm
company in Boéblingen. It was during this time
that he met Wolf Hirth, with whom he was to
establish a close, lifelong friendship.

Martin Schempp returned to the USA to build
German sailplane designs under license at Haller-
Hirth Sailplanes and to act as a soaring instructor
at the Bowlus-Hirth Soaring School. Spectacular
flights with a number of unintentional ditchings
made him and soaring known in the USA. After
his successes in the 2nd National Soaring
Championships in Elmira, New York (America®
equivalent to the Wasserkuppe) in 1931, he flew
a distance of 63.7 miles and reached an altitude
of 5,370 feet in this competition the following
year. He won second place in the distance
competition and first place in the altitude
competition. Based on these successes, he
earned silver C badge No. 8 (worldwide). He
moved to California at the end of 1932, where he
worked with Hawley Bowlus on his high-
performance sailplane "Albatros".

In 1934, feeling that his professional prospects in
the USA were too uncertain, Martin Schempp
accepted an offer from Wolf Hirth, who was the
head of the soaring school on the Hornberg at the
time, as a soaring instructor. With the assistance

of Wolf Hirth, Martin Schempp opened his own
company in Goppingen in 1935:
"Sportflugzeugbau Go6ppingen Martin Schempp".
Martin Schempp proved to be an adept and
circumspect head of production, who would
succeed over decades in working with his
employees to build high-quality sailplanes
inexpensively. The G6 1 "Wolf" and GO 3
"Minimoa" became world-renowned sailplanes. In
1938, Wolf Hirth, mainly responsible for the
design work, officially became a partner in the
company, which then took on the new name
"Sportflugzeugbau  Schempp-Hirth". The
company relocated to Kirchheim-Teck the same
year. By 1939, the list of customers included
clients from all continents except Australia. The
Minimoa, 110 of which were built, is still regarded
as one of the most beautiful sailplanes from the
wood era. In 1939, Wolf Hirth opened his own
company in Nabern, which collaborated closely
with Schempp-Hirth during the war. In addition to
sailplanes for pilot training, the two companies
supplied the two-seater G6 IV (designed by
Wolfgang Hutter)(and used with great success for
dual training in the Cape Gliding club for over 30
years); the Habicht, an aerobatic glider, and
wooden subassemblies for Messerschmitt, the
Me-321/323 "Gigant" and the Me-109 fighter.

In the eyes of the Americans, Martin Schempp
had such great human integrity and recognition
that they appointed him the interim mayor of
Kirchheim unter Teck after the war - despite the
formal "burden" of his being the head of a
production facility for military products. He was
relieved by an elected mayor in 1945 and once
again devoted all of his time to the factory, now to
manufacture urgently needed furniture and
household goods using aircraft materials saved
from war surplus.

When gliders were allowed to fly again in
Germany in 1951, he ceded the sailplane market
to Wolf Hirth. Only after Wolf Hirth’s tragic death
in 1959 did Schempp-Hirth increasingly become
involved in sailplane construction in addition to
the construction of powered aircraft undertaken
with Wolf Hirths© consultation and assistance.
Martin Schempp acquired the license to build the
best standard-class sailplane of its time, the
"Standard Austria,” and put it into mass
production. Martin Schempp soon realized that
the future would belong to composite sailplanes,
and he therefore secured the assistance of Klaus
Holighaus.  Klaus Holinghaus®© first work for

Krautkoerant December 2006 Page 6



Schempp-Hirth was to increase the wingspan of
the Standard Austria to produce the SHK with 17-
m wings. Upon arriving in Kirchheim, Klaus
Holighaus implemented his ideas in the form of
the composite sailplane for the Open Class - the
Cirrus. Martin Schempp gave him free rein in this
matter, which Klaus Holighaus used to produce
the (wildly) successful Cirrus, Nimbus, Standard
Cirrus and Janus.

After handing over management of the factory in
1969 and control of the company in 1972, Martin
Schempp fully transferred the Schempp-Hirth
company to Klaus Holighaus in 1977 and
withdrew after 42 years of actively shaping,
directing and accompanying its fortunes - still
following its growth and successes with great
interest and involvement.

Martin Schempp passed away after a long illness
on July 9th, 1984.

Gliding Badges

Peter Wooley

In past times, glider pilots the world over wore
discreet little gliding badges representing various
milestones they had reached in their sport. Now
they are a rare sight. Perhaps our own club
members are too modest to wear these badges,
or possibly they haven't achieved any yet?
Especially for the newer members, let's take a
brief look at what these badge “milestones” are.

Reticence to setting personal badge tasks seems
a great pity as the personal striving for specific
new achievements can add so much to a pilot's
motivation and enjoyment of the sport. If you feel
you’re not going anywhere with your gliding, how
about formulating a plan to acquire one of the
badges? Not one pilot in our club can say he’s
got them all.

For the newly solo, now is the time to make an
effort towards your “C”. Read on...

For the slightly more experienced, this summer is
a good time to prepare for even just one of the
“legs” of your Silver or Gold Badge?
For example, the three “legs” for a Silver badge
are (1) height gain, (2) duration and (3) distance.
Careful planning followed by active attempts may
even mean earning the badge before your
erstwhile instructor does!
So what is your next personal soaring goal?
C Badge

Duration: a 30 minute flight

Silver Badge

Duration: five hour flight
Distance: 50km flight
Height: 1000m gain in altitude

As far as | know, the Silver distance no longer
requires an “outlanding” so you are free to return
to FAWC, or the base from where you started. At
home, this translates into a flight beginning
around Apiesklip farmhouse or the Quarry,
turning back somewhere abeam Robertson, and
returning to Worcester.

Flight recorders/data loggers are a useful
invention, but do remember — make sure you
have the correct pilot name and details, as well as
the correct task declaration programmed into the
device — otherwise your claim will come to
nothing.

Some important words on retrieves! Retrieves
are what we pure glider pilots avoid like the
plague. The main reason, | think, is that they are
always potentially damaging to the ship (read
serious damage). They always inconvenience
other people and they take a lot of TIME.
HOWEVER, what | really want to stress here is
that retrieves almost always bring people together
in a special and positive way. Retrieves are an
opportunity to extend a hand of friendship.
Retrieves are a humbling opportunity for “Mr
Independent Glider Pilot” to receive this hand of
friendship. | have very good retrieve memories of
people, times and places when | have been on
the receiving side of such wonderful support. And
what is one of the main after-flying “supper
subjects™ Retrieves! They remain significant
events in every pilot's memory - usually good
memories of friends, camaraderie, often with a
touch of humour or laced with the ridiculous.
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Why did | say all this about retrieves? Reason:
Don't refrain from attempting an ambitious task
because of the “retrieve factor”, that’s all.

Gold Badge

Distance: 300km flight
Height: 3000m gain in altitude

Diamond Badge

Goal: 300km goal flight
Distance: 500km flight
Height: 5000m gain in altitude

Other awards are given for

750km, 1000km, 1250km and so on in
250km increments.

Full details of the badges and their qualification
requirements are contained in the Sporting Code
on the FAIl website (www.fai.org/gliding), the
Cape Gauntlet blog
(www.capegauntlet.blogspot.com) or the SSSA
website (www.sssa.org.za), where you can also

download the “badge claim” paperwork. Read
these details to avoid the little “administrative”
pitfalls — in other words simply “have your ducks
in a row”. Being prepared is half way to achieving
success.

| believe most glider pilots set out to enjoy their
gliding, but those who fly pure gliders often get
“stuck” at the early cross-country level due to fear
of their initial outlandings. This factor can cause
stress, especially considering some of the areas
we traverse. Setting goals and siding with a
mentor of your own choice can go a long way
towards dissolving this stress and breaking the
bonds that hold you close to glide range of base.

For those who wish to try for more than the FAI
badges, there are all manner of sporting events
available in SA, such as the International Online
Competition (OLC), International Sailplane Grand
Prix, the Barron Hilton Cup, the South African
regional and national competitions and of course,
our very own Cape Gauntlet.

Alan O’Regan, our ridge flying guru, has
indicated that he will be happy to help any
club pilot set appropriate goals for themselves
this season, and explain how to build up to
achieving them. So there you are — a personal
soaring trainer. Even if you ignore this, rest
assured that | will be taking up Alan’s
generous offer, if only to add 180km onto my
best effort so far.

A Word from the CGC Treasurer

Graham Anderson

In the August edition of Krautkoerant our editor
Peter Wooley passed some caustic comments on
our revised fee structure and “R600 000 reputedly
in the bank just itching to be spent”.

| really wish that the cash situation is as rosy as
mentioned, but at that time it was R234 000.

Itching to be spent? Not so. The funds which we
need for engine replacements, tug fabric
replacement and self insurance should have
totalled R284 000 at that time. In other words
there was a real deficit of +/- R50 000. In reality
this was as a result of paying our annual
insurance premium in full — thereby saving us 5%
instead of paying monthly premiums.

To summarise, the cash resources represent the
provisions we need for engine replacements, etc.
There is in fact no surplus!

Strategically | believe that if we can convert our
Falke into a suitable backup tug at an affordable
price, we can then sell the Citabria. Unfortunately
the Citabria’s engine is very close to the 2 000
hours maximum life. This and the aging fabric will
negatively affect the selling price. However,
should we need to fund a complete
refurbishment, we are unlikely to sufficiently alter
the selling price to recoup our investment!

What would help our chances of generating
surpluses in future is to increase utilization of our
assets — this would result in significant savings in
the hourly costs. Sounds good — but how to
achieve this?
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A Snake in your Glider?

On Christmas day 1999, only two gliders took off
from Worcester. The club’s Astir CS was piloted
by Ronald Haller from Germany and the other
was myself in a Mini Nimbus. While | enjoyed a
wonderful out-and-return to the northern side of
Clanwilliam dam, Ronald’s local flight ended with
some surprises when the Astir's undercarriage
collapsed on landing, as he rolled off the tar onto
the gravel. It's not fun to be alone on a deserted
country airfield with your aircraft stuck in the
middle of the runway on its belly. But that was
not all - when Ronald got out and took his
parachute off, to his horror a snake slithered out
of the chute! It had been with him all through the
flight!

This incident was recalled when reading the
following report in Carol Clifford’s latest Highveld
Flyer.

It's submitted by Kobus van Niekerk, which he in
turn received from UIf Arndt. UIf is involved in the
hang gliding side of things, but it's worth reading
and learning just in case, heaven forbid, you are
faced with a similar problem.

“Monday 16™ October 2006: A pigmy rattler in the
cockpit, Seminole Lake airfield, Florida, USA.

We know this girl Shannon who flies sailplanes,
because she also flies hang gliders. Anyhow,
Shannon was being towed down the runway in
her sailplane at Seminole and had mustered just
about enough speed to get airborne. At exactly
that moment, a Pigmy Rattle Snake crawled out
of her radio console, right in front of her. For
those of you who have never been in a sailplane,
they are cozy affairs, with only enough room to
pass gas in a pinch. Thinking quickly, Shannon
reached forward to release herself from tow, so
she could stop and scramble out of the plane.
But the snake struck at her hand every time she

reached forward. Pigmies are poisonous, though
no one in Florida has actually croaked as a result
of being bitten by one - mainly victims just get
very ill.

Well, you only have a few seconds from the
moment when you begin to roll down the runway
to release, if you don®want to get airborne. If you
reach a couple hundred feet, you can turn around
and fly back to the runway, but if you release
when you are perhaps 50 feet in the air, this is a
sort of no-man® land, where the only option is to
fly straight ahead and crash into the trees.
Shannon quickly passed the point where she
could have safely released and decided she@
better concentrate on flying her plane, unless she
wanted someone to have to pick up her remains
from the swamp a little later in the afternoon.

Since she was air borne, she needed to get a little
altitude to try and figure out what to do, so she
towed as well as she could. In the meantime the
snake slithered onto the floor, where he decided
that her leg was similar to an inviting tree-trunk.
She firmly closed the leg of her jeans with one
hand and flew with the other. Finding this avenue
closed, Mr. Snake settled into one of the pouches
on Shannon® left. She quickly pinched the top of
it closed with one hand. She chose that moment
to release from tow, hoping the snake was
napping. She did get off tow, but the snake
escaped again. At least she could, at least
briefly, use both hands.

When the snake crawled in front of her a second
time, she waved the fingers of one hand in front
of it to distract it, and grabbed its neck with the
other hand. Then, she tossed it out the vent
window, watching it fall to the earth, where it
hopefully did not land on some innocent farmer
plowing his field, or a mother nursing her child.”
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CAA Registration Woes

This sad tale is reproduced from one of the AWSA newsletter
of 16" October as a warning to prospective importers of
second hand aircratft.

The monitors of AWSA received this report from a
subscriber who has run out of ideas (with good
reason) to obtain a Certificate of Registration from
the CAA.

As discussed a short summary of events:

Sept. 2004 - Bought Taifun 17E motor glider in
Germany with current German C of A.

Jan-March 2005 - Prepared paperwork for
importation to SA: Import licence from DTI,
granted after a while. CAA approval for
importation: Refused by the people in charge of
this area (names withheld by AWSA monitors).
Took it up with CAA Legal who eventually issued
it without requesting any additional information or
documentation! Meanwhile | have been paying
thousands of Rands (and | informed CAA of this
fact) of demurrage charges while the container
was stored first in the harbour and then in a state
warehouse due to this unnecessary bureaucratic
delay.

Mid April 2005 - Arrival of container in PE.

April-November 2005 -  Submission  of
documentation (and resubmission of
documentation which was lost after hand
delivering it to CAA). Between May 2005 and
April 2006 regular personal follow up visits to
CAA by my agent.

March 2006 - CAA will not issue Certificate of
Registration, but does not say so in writing and
will not refer to any particular paragraph, instead
wants to visit NON EXISTING FACTORY in
Germany in MY interest (and at my expense).

May 2006 - Running out of ideas, started to
involve the SSSA.

June 2006 - Inspection and issuing of Authority to
Fly by SSSA.

October 2006 - Running out of ideas yet again.

Although the German LBA NEVER part with the
original German C of A after issuing a Certificate
of Deregistration for an aircraft being exported, |
pleaded with the lady in charge to make an
exception for me, as it would speed up
registration in SA, on condition | or SACAA would
return it within one month. Then | had the original
German C of A (plus a certified copy) and original
German Certificate of Deregistration hand
delivered to CAA. They never returned the
original C of A either to me, my agent or directly
to the German CAA, nor could they find it! |
certainly was more than embarrassed when |
informed the German CAA of this (my) failure.

At this point, there are no more requirements to
supply additional documentation; in fact there is
not much more documentation available. | have
at this time paid all the prescribed fees; | fail to
see how the airworthiness and safety of this
motor glider could benefit from a visit to a
nonexistent factory.

Are you a “legal”

glider pilot?

This is just a reminder to our pilots to check if
your licence and medical is current. As you know,
it's a legal requirement to maintain currency with
both your GPL and Medical Certification if you are
going to fly. Unfortunately this also means
carrying proof of this on your person at all times
when operating a glider. CAA inspectors could
visit Worcester airfield at any time to carry out
random checks, as has actually happened at
another gliding airfield. SSSA officials, CGC
committee and CGC instructors on duty at the
airfield cannot be expected to check whether all
participating pilots have the correct
documentation. YOU as a glider pilot have the

sole responsibility for ensuring that you are legal
in respect to the validity of the following ratings:

GPL
Your GPL is valid for two years. Note that it is
only valid if your medical is valid.

Medical
Your medical certificate is valid for either three or
five years depending on your age. Check!

Instructor’s Brevets
These are valid for two years.
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Authority to Fly required. A copy of this document must always

This glider's own certification is valid for 12 be kept in the glider where it can be inspected.
months, provided nothing untoward happens to

the aircraft during the period of validity, and Competition pilots need a current FAI competition
provided it doesn't change hands. A change in licence.

ownership means a new Authority to Fly is

The Next Main Events

1: Cape Gauntlet

The Cape Gliding Club’s challenge to allcomers. Saturday 2™ December. Be there!

2: SA Nationals 2006

28" December 2006 - 6™ January 2007, with the 26™ & 27" December for practice - check out
www.sssa.org.za Sven has accommodation to spare for you at Bloemfontein sven@intekom.co.za

3: Gariep Gliding Camp

Please note: This is not just a venue for elite pilots. The camp started at the beginning of November and
will run to the end of January 2007. Contact Martin Lessle or check out http://www.gariepgliding.com/

4: Winelands Week at Worcester

16" December to 5" January (6™ and 7" are normal rostered days). This event will operate on the basis of
a minimum of TWO COMMITTED GLIDER PILOTS per day, who must telephone the standby tug pilot,
who will drive out to FAWC only if DEFINITELY required. Students are encouraged to organize small
groups and an instructor, while also liaising with the standby tug pilot for that day. Timekeeping will be
done by the person responsible for organizing that day’s flying. A roster is currently being drawn up.

KK Smalls

L-Spatz 55 ZS-GVN R32 000. Excellent flying condition, no trailer. Built 1963, total hours only 1270. Has the
newest Flarm version and remote, with built in logger serial cable. Contact Ari 083 652 5678 or email
ari@firstpos.co.za

Nimbus 2 ZS-TIM 79. R179,000 o.n.o.

An opportunity not to be missed! Best glide 47.5 - the most performance per Rand that you will ever buy. PU finish
and no gel cracks. Included are all instruments & oxygen cylinder, roadworthy trailer with Trapezium stabiliser,
parachute, tow-out gear, handling & rigging accessories, various spare parts (including canopy), batteries and battery
charger. Just climb aboard and fly! Contact Nigel Hamilton 011 979 2909 or 082 456 6540 gillham@zsd.co.za For
full specifications go to http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Schempp-Hirth Nimbus-2

The “Morning Glory”, Australia. Picture from Hans Sterling Lenticular clouds at Mount Etna (10 991'), Sicily.

Thanks go to AWSA, Alison Navarro, Ari Cotton, Adriaan Hepburn, Carol Clifford & Keith Ashman
(Highveld Flyer), Graham Anderson, Sven Olivier, Susan Walker and others who contributed here.

Please send contributions, safety issues, news and views to the editor, Peter Wooley.
editor@cgc.org.za fax 021 487 2592
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