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The Worcester News 
Peter Wooley 

 
Results from the World Gliding Championships 
in Eslikstuna , Sweden are now “old hat” to the 
soaring cognoscenti.  It’s nevertheless important 
to record that our own Sven Olivier  placed 12th in 
the Standard class, flying an LS8.  A placing like 
this among the World’s best is no small 
achievement as soaring is not something you can 
talk your way through.  Well done Sven, an 
impressive achievement by any standard! 
 
Other South African achievers at the Worlds 
were… 
Oscar Goudriaan , 5th in the Open class, flying an 
ASW 22BLE. 
Quintin Maine , 15th in the Open class, flying his 
Nimbus 4M, 
Arnold Geerlings , 27th in the 18m class, flying a 
Ventus 2cxT, 
Mannie McLauchlin , 32nd in the 18m class, flying 
an ASG 29. 
 
There will be another Krautkoerant “Special 
Edition” early in August, this time on the WGC.  
What do members think of receiving interim KK 
“specials”?  Do let us know. 
 
What’s up next? 
Having spoken about achievements, let’s hope 
we will soon begin a classic Cape spring soaring 
season with many 1000km flights.  In case you 
missed the point earlier, the success of Sven and 
the SA Team at the Worlds is the product of 
countless hours of soaring – just doing it.  Even 
where genius prevails, dedicated practice must 
nourish eventual success, be it art, sport, or 
anything else.  Those who make a speciality of 
their soaring and participate often  will succeed.  It 
doesn’t matter where you are on the ladder, now.  
But you must  have a goal – be it “solo”, 50, 500 
or 1000km.  And you must have a real-life plan of 
how to reach that goal - some sort of measurable 
time-line.  And you need to fly as often as 
possible – at least once per week. 
 

I’m happy to report that Dave Starke is back into 
flying and has been seen zooming around in “his” 
Rotax Falke quite a bit.  Just this last weekend he 
was airborne with Sven.  Dave, we wish you well. 
 
At least one of our newer single-seater pilots is 
making good use of local conditions and reaping 
huge benefits.  Jacobus Hartman reports of his 
flight on Sunday 2nd July: “While on the du 
Toitskloof mountains the lift was so strong that 
using dive brakes did not even help!  I had to 
leave pretty fast and flew in wave across to the 
Waaihoek side.  Lift there was little, but steady, 
and gave enough height for a decent glide back 
home, all the way from Mostertshoek.  A good 
day, all in all, I really enjoyed it. “ 
 
I would like to make a dual flight with someone in 
the near future to see what it is like to fly to 
Saronberg. 
 
More news is that Cornelius von der Heyden has 
been soaring the Matterhorn and surrounding 
areas in a DG800.  I hope to run a report from 
him in the next KK. 
 
Membership:  Welcome to the following new 
members: Craig Hopkins, Dirk Kotze and Bruce 
Clemence (“country” or “social”?)  Alex “Focke 
Wulf” Kielczynski has downgraded to “social”.  
Ken Titmuss, Peter Birkett, Lee Penderis and 
Terence Bergman have all resigned. 
 
Some bad news.  David Lentle , whom many of 
you must know, was badly broken up when 
making an emergency landing in a Dragonfly, 
after the engine quit.  He has undergone a variety 
of operations to fix his broken, bent, and 
misaligned body.  If you want to pass on good 
wishes, please send them via his dad, Alan, at 
alanl@ionet.co.za.  Or you can snail mail David at 
I C U, St Augustines Hospital, Berea, Durban 
4001, or P.O. Box 346, New Germany 3620.  
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New club rates:  More bad news is that our tug 
rate has had to be increased still further, to 
R22.50 per minute.  All other rates have been 
raised 10% - is that inflation?  Add to that the 
price of motorcar fuel plus the amount of time 
standing around at Worcester doing absolutely 
nothing, and you have the answer to why interest 
in gliding is falling away more and more, as time 
progresses.  Poor value for time and money. 
 
Looking back:  There are different ways we 
regard the past.  In times of stress and upheaval, 
the past becomes totally irrelevant.  In more 
genteel times, history can assume a great 

fascination.  Our gliding club has its own colourful 
little history, centred around, as history always is, 
the lives and times of active men and women.  
We hope to illuminate this past for you in the next 
few issues. 
 
Looking forward:  I had hoped to receive a report 
from the committee on their vision for the future of 
the club, based on their recent “strategy meeting”.  
Alas, they have nothing to report, except that the 
club reputedly stands in the black to the tune of 
well over R600 000.00, just itching to be spent.  
But where does all that “new” money come from? 
 

Our Colourful Past 
Helmut Morsbach

 
 
Here are some more Minimoa photos from the 
Japanese airfield where I went earlier this year, 
together with my friend Ken Ueyama, owner of 
two vintage gliders.  This Minimoa was imported 
by Mr. Honda (no relation to the motor bike and 
car firm!) to Japan from Germany and is in 
splendid condition.  As you can see on the top 
photo, it is a later model than our (the CGC’s) ZS-
GAB, since it sports large top and bottom dive 
brakes.  The canopy is also a little different.  But, 
oh!  Those bird-like gull wings! 
 

 

 
On the preceding photo I am standing (limping 
actually, but the joy of seeing the Mini was 
greater than the pain) with a B&W photo in my 
hands.  It shows Heinie in the Mini cockpit of ZS-
GAB, with Monica and Giso, plus myself, taken at 
Kroonstad in 1955.  Later, Bernhard Crome would 
crash and die in this aircraft on 19th April 1959 at 
Fisantekraal (Bernhard Crome had come from 
Germany after an unhappy love affair.  He was an 
instrument maker employed by Stellenbosch 
University… See KK April 1999). 
 
In case you are wondering about the open land in 
densely populated Japan, this airfield is a 
riverbank floodplain so cannot be used for 
building. 
 

 
 
This is the actual photograph Helmut is holding in 
the previous picture.  Left to right are Monica von 
Petersdorff (now in Hermanus), seated is the late 
Heinie von Michaelis (Club Captain), Giso von 
Petersdorff (now in Somerset West), Helmuth 
Morsbach (now in Tokyo, Japan). 
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More Blasts from the Past 
Giso von Petersdorff

Giso von Petersdorff comments to Helmut Morsbach (a nd all of 
us reading this) on Helmut’s photograph in the prec eding 
article…  

 
Many thanks for the picture, great to see myself, 
Monika,  Helmut,  and Heinie  in the Minimoa.  I 
think the photo was not in Victoria West in '59 - 
the vegetation in the picture is typical Free State 
and Monika's attire was exactly the same as 
pictured with Rene Comte , Gordon Clarry , 
Heinie and Eric  Tollis in Kroonstad in 1955.  
John Hugo , John Logan  and I installed the radio 
in the Mini and I remember that you weren't too 
good on the mike.  Arthur Luyt  was there with his 
new Vauxhall Victor and we boated on the river in 
the town.  The Toffee Apple spun out of the sky 
with Eric Tollis at the controls, who then bailed 
out and arrived on the spoorweg.  Hermann 
Winter  was there and could not take part in the 
Nationals because the Mü13 had broken its wings 
on the trailer, right before our eyes.  The little 
bridge on the airfield had a nasty hump and 
Hermann was a little fast with the car.  I saw both 
wings well airborne and how they crashed back 
onto the trailer.  There was no tie-down provision!  
He had come all the way from Windhoek and was 
only a few yards from his destination. 
 
Gordon Clarry  was there with the Wolf, the very 
same one which he tried to launch from Signal 
Hill, planning to land on Green Point common.  
Heinie had to put Gordon on his potty and say 
“No go!”   He joined the Vanrhynsdorp camp in 
1951-52. 
 
Boet Dommisse  was also in Kroonstad and 
"performed" in his brown two-seater "bomber" 
Kranich, doing a beat-up with an incredible VNE.  
His peers were shocked by his folly.  There was 
no one to ground him and he was anyway 
accepted as one of the champions. 
 
Sparky Davidson  was there with his diminutive 
Hütter.  He had modified the rudder to be a larger 
and more effective area.  He also lengthened the 
fuzz which made it much better looking. 
 
Pat Beatty  had great problems getting the latest 
Slingsby Skylark off the ground and quite a few 
hands were needed to pull at the wing tips to help 
the Tiger Moth (“Tigger").  The Skylark was 
HEAVY and had no wheel, only a skid!  Weight 
meant penetration.  Later they invented water 
ballast! 
 

Heli Lasch  with his genuine leopard skin-lined 
cockpit of his Air100 had the very latest gadget - 
an electric gyro Artificial Horizon.  In the bar he 
lectured Heinie on the absolute necessity of 
having such an instrument in the Mini's panel.  On 
the next day Heinie landed some 200 miles away 
and won the day, while Heli found himself 
"nowhere" and outlanded 20 miles away – he had 
lost his way in a thunderstorm! 
 
I loved the retrieves with Heli.  His eight-seater 
‘38 Packard limo was a luxury with all the mod 
cons.  There was always good food on board but 
the car needed frequent oil top-ups between fuel 
stops! 
 
Have I told you the story of a very much later 
competition in Tempe in the seventies?  All 
aircraft by then had radios, and Heli loved his 
classic music on the FM set in the Libelle.  He 
flew ex-comp and used to orbit the field for hours 
on end, just to be present.  While everyone was 
concentrating on long distances, Mr. Mozart or 
Ludwig came on the air for minutes on end.  
When Heli gave us a break in the music, I thought 
I would give him a little transmission of my own.  
He recognised the voice of course, as we had 
known one-another for decades.  When his very 
kindly and slow voice came over the ether he 
said: "Giisoo, the p-r-o-b-l-e-m w-i-t-h youu i-s 
youu h-a-v-e noo c-u-l-t-u-r-e."  That silenced me! 
 
A Swiss, Rene Comte,  flew in the open class a 
Moswey 4.  He always ran away from everyone 
for many years. 
 
Thinking more of Tempe: One day an aged man 
was fairly close to the operative runway, while I 
held wingtip for a launch.  As the glider began 
moving a marshal gave the old man a tongue-full.  
I then recognised that the old man was none 
other than Hermann Winter  who was being 
lashed by the youngster. I was genuinely upset 
about that behaviour as he was the oldest of the 
doyens of gliding!  He also recognised me from 
Kroonstad, even after 20 years, and we spoke 
and I apologised.  He was so modest and simply 
on the airfield as a spectator for the sake of 
gliding.  But no one had recognised him. 
 
Stories!  Tell me, Helmut, what you remember of 
Kroonstad?  We slept in the hangar, not very 
much money, you were probably 18 and in your 
first year in the club.  Do you remember when we 
had to drain the wings in the Mini, after rain 
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soaked through the ailerons because we didn’t 
know that this could happen?  I believe the 

Goevier (ZS-GCN) suffered the same fate. 

 

 

 
The gentle art of soaring, this time on the Table 
Mountain Chain.  Before the days of jet travel for the 
great unwashed.  Before skies crowded with noisy, 
heavy metal.  Before the days of the “busy” Cape To wn 
TMA, GPL’s, annual inspections, mandatory radios an d 
logbooks. 
 
Here is the CGC’s Minimoa, ZS-GAB, soaring overhead  
Rondebosch in about 1955; Camp Ground Road and 
Rondebosch Common are clearly visible.  Where did i t 
land?  Did it make it back to Fisantekraal, or was it 
Youngs Field? 
 
It was probably Heinie von Michaelis at the control s of 
GAB over Rondebosch, and it was Heinie whose world 
was divided into Ladies, Gentlemen, and Glider pilo ts. 
 

The Price of Freedom 
Dick Bradley, Chairman MGC 

Over a period of the last 10 or so years, many 
people in gliding have worked very hard to secure 
the SSSA’s right to independence - the right to 
issue GPL’s, the right to issue Authorities to Fly, 
the right to appoint our instructors and train our 
pupils according to our syllabus. 
 
However, with these rights come the responsibility 
of compliance.  The Soaring Society is 
responsible for the oversight of our Clubs, and 
within the Clubs, the Committees have to ensure 
that their operations are being run according to 
the SSSA’s Manual of Procedure.  In short, we, 
as SSSA and gliding club members, are 
responsible for our own compliance. 
 
At Magalies GC we have a control document at 
the launch point that you are required to sign 
before you fly, either as a pupil, a solo pilot, a 
passenger-carrying pilot or as an instructor.  It is a 
reminder and a declaration from yourself that you 

are flying legally, that your GPL is valid.  This 
includes having a current medical and flight test, 
that you are fit to fly on the day, that your 
instructors brevet is current, that the glider you 
intend to fly has a valid authority to fly, and finally, 
that you are a paid up member of both MGC and 
the SSSA. 
 
If you do not comply with the requirements that 
are relevant to you, you cannot legally fly at our 
Club, and if you do, you are putting yourself and 
our Club at huge risk, at the same time 
jeopardising the years of hard work by the SSSA. 
 
This is the price of the freedoms that we enjoy - 
please do your part to protect them by making 
sure that you are flying legally.  Please honour 
the trust that we have been given. 
 
Ed’s note: This applies to our club and all other gliding clubs.

Point of Release 
Submitted by Helmuth von Michaelis

 
Oh to leave my state earthbound 

and soar aloft on whispering wings 
to join those birds who circle round 
enjoying the lift a thermal brings. 
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Future Events 

CGC Safety Meeting 
Wednesday 16th August at 19h00.  Agenda undetermined but you can write the Rotax Falke exam if you want to.  
Venue: Pinewood Bowling Club, St Stephens Road, Pinelands. 19:00.  Inquiries Quinton Hoole 671 2124. 
 
AAD Show, Ysterplaat 
The Soaring Society of SA in conjunction with the CGC will be represented at the AAD Show at Ysterplaat,  during 
22nd to 25th September, 2006. 
 
Gauteng Regionals 
The Magaliesberg Gliding Club will be hosting the Gauteng Regionals at Orient airfield from 24th – 30th September 
inclusive, with the 23rd September as a practice day. 
 
Qualifying Grand Prix in SA  
2nd is practice day, then competition from 3rd – 9th December 2006 at New Tempe Airfield, Bloemfontein.  A maximum 
of 20 competitors is allowed.  All flying will be in similar type gliders.  Preliminary Entry Forms are available on the 
SSSA website www.sssa.org.za and should be submitted before 31st July.  Pilots placed 1st and 2nd in the South 
African Qualifying Grand Prix will automatically have a place at the 2nd World Grand Prix to be held in NZ in 2007, all 
expenses paid. 
 
SA Nationals 2006 
28th December 2006 to 6th January 2007 inclusive, with the 26th & 27th December available for practice. 
 
Gariep 
Camp director Martin Lessle says that if anyone would like to rent Gariep airfield for a fly-in, or is interested in doing 
some gliding at Gariep during other times of year, e.g. over long weekends - they should contact him.  The year-end 
camp will start at the beginning of November and will run to the end of January 2007.  However, if the need arises to 
start even earlier, this can be arranged. 

KK Smalls 
 
John Roake’s "Introduction to Soaring"  DVD, produced in New Zealand.  One copy left @ R50.  Arguably the best 
soaring video made to date.  Contact Martin Young (mmmyoung@iafrica.com) and he will post it to you right away. 
 
ASW27B:  2003 serial no 27 205; 67 takeoffs; 247 hours; l/d 1:48 @ 100 km/h; 15 meters.  Easy to ground handle, 
fantastic to fly.  67cm cockpit width.  Features: blue tinted canopy with additional window; oxygen bottle fixing for three 
litres (but never flown in mountain/wave); canopy sides and panel finished in non-reflective NEXTEL; Anthracite 
leather interior with large, second side pockets; provision for mans needs; microphone integrated in instrument-panel 
(no swan-neck); transponder-antenna; provision for three batteries (including tail); winter instruments 57mm; Airpath 
compass; Cambridge 302 and 303; radio Becker AR4201; electric bug wipers; ELT ACK including remote control in 
instrument panel.  Cobra trailer fitted for 100kph with strengthened bottom, tailwheel & wingwheel towing gear, EEC 
lighting along trailer, ground supports at back of trailer (for windy areas like Worcester), interior trailer lightning.  All in 
absolute pristine condition as from factory.  Delivery to be arranged.  Can discuss immediate delivery or at end of 
season.  Price subject to alteration depending on adjustments to the total package/ELT/Cambridge 302/303 and 
electrical bugwipers.  E87 593.  Contact Andreas Redlin, Am Großen Dahlen 32 b, 21077 Hamburg, Germany.  Tel. 
+49 40 760 1000, Fax. +49 40 760 100 50, e-mail: chartering@atlantis-shipping.de 
 
ASW20F no. 20510 manufactured Nov 1981 V5-GNO 1217 hrs; 595 starts; completely refurbished inside + out July 
2003; all modifications and inspections done.  Complete service record; original logbook; all documents and 
handbooks included.  All export from Namibia and import to RSA completed; all inport taxes paid.  Deregistration 
certificate and SARS invoices included.  Brown tinted canopy; new waterbags; total energy probe in fin; oxygen sys 
complete with Nelson flow meter; Dittel FSG50 radio, ptt on stick; Cambridge Mk4 speed to fly, averager, final glide 
and E-variometer; Winter pneumatic vario; 2 x Winter altimeters (feet and metres); Winter ASI; clock (with stopwatch); 
compass; GPS bracket (Garmin III Pilot).  Landing gear warning; parachute (packed 2005); 2x batteries + charger.  
Trailer with aluminium crocodile body; twp-man rigging from trailor; two x brand new tyres; two spare tyres.  Wing 
dolly; tail dolly, foldable drawbar; canopy cover; wing and tailplane covers (old, but clean).  Contact Martin Lessle 
glidinginsa@telkomsa.net 082 4425584 or Jos van der Merwe pokweni@mweb.com.na  Price R 225 000. 
 
ASW20A.  Crocodile type trailer.  Winglets and 16.6m tip extensions, extra set of new Smiley water bags, set up for 
competition; GPS NAV, LNAV and 3600 Ipaq with cradle and Winpilot, M+H oxygen system.  Hydraulic disc braking 
system (not standard with any ASW 20 A).  Full tow out gear, parachute, L/D wing covers and another few extras.  
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R240 000.00 or with standard and basic instruments R210 000.00.  Contact: Mannie McLauchlan  082 410 4473, 016 
362 0047, mannie@oilcentresouth.co.za 
 
“Gladiators of the Sky” , an excellent DVD taken during the Qualifying Grand Prix at Omarama, New Zealand, 
January 2006.  John Coutts was one of the pilots and he has stock of this DVD here in South.Africa.  Well worth 
seeing and definitely worth buying.  R250.00 incl. Registered postage.  Caryn Coutts 082 442 8397 
caryncoutts@telkomsa.net 
 
IS-29D2  ZS-GTM. One half share.  15m flapped sailplane with retractable gear.  L/D 37:1.  Very low airframe hours 
and resprayed 2004.  Equipped with new oxygen system, final glide computer, digital VHF radio, Garmin GPS, full 
flight instruments and tow out gear . Always hangared.  Custom enclosed trailer in very good condition.  Price for ½ 
share R35 000.  Contact: Laurent Monvoisin 083 261 9068, 011 326 0124, lfhmonvoisin@gmail.com 
 
Sagitta  ZS-GTG.  Although this glider has not flown for a considerable time, it is in good condition and has always 
been hangared.  Full instruments.  Needs LS.1 and trailer needs some work.  Price R65 000.  Klaus Reith  011 454 
1852 h or 083 3453477 
 
Tandem Falke  ZS-GVM.  Imported 1999 from Germany, in very good condition.  Over 400 hours left on the engine.  
Feathering prop.  R210 000.00  Owners upgrading.  Andreas Siebold 082 882 8452, 011 486 3568 h, 011 486 1630 w 
or dr.siebold@periodontist.co.za 
 

This Krautkoerant 
 

Thanks to Helmut Morsbach, Helmuth von Michaelis, G iso von Petersdorff, Dick Bradley, Carol Clifford, 
Susan Walker and all who contributed to this June e dition. 

 

Next Krautkoerant  
 

Editor: Peter Wooley , ph 686 3883 (h), 072 699 694 7, 487 2451 (w) or fax 487 2592 editor@cgc.org.za  
 

 
 


