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The Worcester News 
Peter Wooley

The good news is that Reinhold Lawrenz is 
recovering well from his fractures and is now 
walking about without the aid of a stick.  He 
visited Worcester at Easter we hope to see him 
back in a glider one of these days. 
 
The 2005 AGM is set for 7h30 on Wednesday 
13th April, at the usual venue of the Pinewood 
Bowling Club in Pinelands.  You’ve read the 
February Krautkoerant, now it’s your chance to 
vote for the committee YOU want to have running 
the club for the next 12 months.  Let’s hope the 
new committee is able to co-operate and work 
together as a team – a dysfunctional committee 
means a dysfunctional club. 
 
New developments in club news reporting 
Electronic media have spawned a host of new 
possibilities for information exchange.  Apart from 
the well known Aerokurier OLC website, we also 
have the new web-based “CGC Diary”, the e-mail 
cgcreporter, the subscribed e-mail cgcdiscuss 
forum, and of course the cross-membership 
cgcnews.  The CGC Diary is a blog, a simple to 
use, interactive, cost-free website of one's own 
design and manufacture.  This is something 
entirely new and is aimed, among other things, to 
get feedback from our pilots on actual weather 
encountered in flight versus that which was 
forecast.  Instructions of how to access and 
participate in this will be broadcast shortly.  
Flights that are considered especially interesting 
will still be reported in the KK as usual. 
 
FLARM! 
What is the status of your FLARM unit?  Those 
outside “the e-mail loop” may not know that the 
internal programming of their FLARM units makes 
them currently non-functional.  All that needs to 
be done to restore them to full functionality is a 
re-program with the new (free) FLARM software 
upgrade 2.03.  Sven has already taken the time 
and trouble to do this for some of the FLARM 
owners.  Other FLARM owners should contact 
Sven (671 8858 at home) if they have not already 

upgraded their own FLARMs, either from the 
FLARM website or from the club's own PC at 
Worcester.  FLARM has proved itself to be an 
essential part of collision avoidance equipment, 
second only to our eyes, so please be 
responsible – UPDATE YOUR FLARM NOW. 
 
Sven reports: “The first mid-air of the new season 
took place in the French Alps - a very promising 
young German pilot lost his life - it had been the 
intention to install FLARM units in both the gliders 
involved in the collision.  Then at Benalla in 
Australia, two LS7’s collided.  One pilot bailed, 
the other did not.” 
 
Can we improve turn-around times? 
This month we feature another article by Alison 
Navarro on how we can improve our flying 
operation, with special focus on earlier starts and 
a more co-ordinated, quicker launch rate.  This 
lady certainly has vast energy and enthusiasm 
reserves.  It is my opinion that this is what we 
really need to grow our club operation - leaders 
and workers with energy and enthusiasm, not 
simply a lot of expensive new equipment.   
 
Professional? 
The club has never viewed going professional as 
a desirable option, and neither do we have the 
required critical mass of members to do so.  
Nevertheless, what follows just for interest's sake, 
are some details of how another “commercial-
club” in the USA operates.  America is a country 
where many clubs are commercial operations – 
this particular one is in California. 
 
You begin by phoning an advance booking for a 
glider, for a certain time, together with an 
instructor, if one is needed.  When you arrive, you 
report to the office and are shown where your 
glider is tied down (there are no hangars).  You 
free the glider from the tie-down, do a DI and then 
signal to the lineman that you are ready.  He 
drives down, hitches you up and tows you to the 
launch point.  During this time the tug pilot has 
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walked to the tug, started up and also taxied to 
the launch point.  The lineman connects the tow 
rope and runs your wing.  When you land after 
your flight, you aim to turn off the runway and run 
the glider down to its tie-down location.  The 
lineman will appear again and assist you with 
tying down.  You then go to the office and settle 
up.  Notice that you have only interacted with two 
people the whole time.  And yes, it does cost a 
lot. 
 
Membership Affairs 
We extend a hearty welcome to our new 
members Marcel de Reuck and his daughter 
Lauren, Kelvin Holmwood, Frank O'Gorman, 
Peter Middleton (past member), and Gert Nel 
(country).  Marianne Verpraet-Mandix and Robyn 
Rademeyer have joined as “socials”.  Paul 
Baines, Adri Hepburn, Brett Kuyper and Cyril 
George have resigned. 
 
Our migrant swallow, Tom Heaslip, has imported 
a very neat Standard Jantar for himself.  I trust he 
will have many happy hours soaring in it once he 
has had his arms extended. 
 
Safety in “ Close Ridge-Flying” , a serious note 
Having reported enthusiastically and at length in 
previous Krautkoerants on CLOSE RIDGE 
FLYING, I feel compelled to emphasize what I 
said earlier, strictly for safety reasons, and in the 
light of the recent unfortunate crash.  What 

follows is copied with minor amendments from the 
April 2004 Krautkoerant:   
 
“ This (ridge) lift is only available very close to the 
terrain and it’s this narrow lift band of about 10 
metres in width, which is used.  This is what 
makes the flying technique so exacting.  Above the 
kloofs and gullies it’s sometimes pretty rough too.  
Even with over 1000 hours of gliding experience I 
would not try to fly like this in my 15 metre ship.  
My opinion remains as before – don’t try and copy 
this kind of flying unless you understand exactly 
what the air is doing in relation to the terrain, 
unless you can keep your cool under pressure, 
and unless you can control your airspeed perfectly 
while very close to the terrain in rough air.”   
 
In reality I think the above constraints rule me out, 
possibly the majority of club pilots, at least in 
rough air. 
 
Another serious note - Transponders 
The aviation authorities are pressing for all 
aircraft, including gliders, to be fitted with mode A 
& C transponders, even when operating outside 
of TMA's/CTA's.  Implementation is planned 
during the course of this year (2005).  We have 
been down this road before and we all know the 
facts about transponders, so I won't repeat them 
here.  More information on this follows directly, 
and an example of a “letter of objection” appears 
near the back of this KK.  We must RESPOND 
IMMEDIATELY on this. 

The Transponder Challenge 
Letter from Dick Bradley 

SSSA Executive 

Dear Members, 
 
Our gliding operations are faced with yet another 
challenge from the authorities.  This time it has 
come in the form of an AIC, Ref 44.2 dated 18th 
March 2005, which advises us that all aircraft, 
including gliders, that are operating underneath or 
within 5nm laterally of a TMA or CTA will be 
required to fit a transponder sometime during the 
course of this year.  Clearly such a requirement 
would effectively close certain clubs down. 
 
The AIC invites representation to the 
Commissioner of Civil Aviation before the 17th 
April and in terms of this invitation we are going to 
launch a challenge at three levels.  
 
The first will be through the Aero Club of South 
Africa in conjunction with all the other sport 
aviators who are affected. 
 

The second will be through the Soaring Society of 
South Africa direct to the CAA. 
 
The third will be on an individual basis as a club 
member or a private owner.  We will provide you 
with a letter that details your objection to this plan, 
and we want you to add your address, sign it and 
then it fax it to the Commissioner. 
 
This is really one of the most serious threats that 
gliding has faced in recent times and if you do 
nothing else this year, please do this for our sport.  
 
We will publish more information about the 
situation as we work through the process of 
lodging our objections. 
 
Thanks for your help, 
 
Dick Bradley. 
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Namib Gems 
Graham Anderson 

Graham Anderson visited the gliding centres of 
Bitterwasser and Pokewni recently together with 
his Venus-flying friend, Vincenz Grabner.  While 
touring Namibia, they met Hilmar Knupp in the 
coastal town of Swakopmund.  Hilmar is an 
aviation enthusiast of long standing, and 
presented Graham with an ancient Freibe ASI.  
This instrument would suit some old-timer rebuild, 
so if you know someone who could use this 

vintage instrument, please tell them to phone 
Graham at +27 21 975 3498 or e-mail him at 
susan.graham@absamail.co.za.  Hilmar also has 
a K13 aileron (that the club should make an effort 
to obtain), as well as a skid for an L-Spatz and 
sundry other bits and pieces.  He has kindly 
offered to donate these things to anyone who is 
prepared to arrange their transportation from 
Swakopmund.  Thanks Hilmar! 

Down memory lane: a bit of light-hearted silliness from the club’s distant past - July 1957 - submitted by Giso von Petersdorff 

BOLAND BLAH & FISANTEKRAAL BUGLE 

Ve propose: Ein Cherman Klub 
 
Sloly, Sloly, ve koennen now sinken of ein kleinen 
Cherman Klub in the midst of se Luftwaffe Gliding 
Klub at Fisantekraal to propagate Bierdrinken, 
Lederpants, Parademarsching and se cute leetle 
schort Kraut socks. 
 
Fursemore ve vill builden ein transportabelen 
Biergarten vich vill sen geputten near the 
schtartinkplace of se Segelgliders.  Hier will Egon 
can gulpen sein Kleine-Kleine before effery flight. 
 
In se Biergarten sere vill be eine 
Schrammelkapelle-Orkester mit ein grossen 
Oompa-Ompa-Tuba gespielen by dem Chonny 
Hugo.  Frauleins as Dirndl gedressen 
(mitgebrought by Jan Hubregtse von Munich) vill 
carry eight Bierhumpen auf ein single go. 
 

Clive von Israel aus vill neverseless kollekten 
boodle behind se barcounter und vill hand aus 
tickets for den Raffle. 
 
Se Captain, Heinie und se Katzenjammer kids, 
Mouse & Lion, (Helmuth) vill schwing se 
Bierhumpen togesser vis se Professor Herr Giso. 
 
Herbie Undergehofer, Gerhard Weiss, Walter, 
Hansli Loodlefye, Hermann Pabst, Mosbatch and 
of course Egon vill all in se drinkinksongs vile the 
non-Cherman Klubmembers are treated to eiser 
Kartoffelsalat mit Wurstchen, or Schweinefleisch 
mit Kartuffelen.  Mansell vill schleep and schnork 
in den einen corner and Donald will schnoggelern 
in se osser one. 
 
As ve see sat segelgliding is se ruin von se 
drinking classes, ve vill abolischen se former und 
konsentrate for perfection in se latter. 
 
PROST!

The Official GIG Syndicate Rules 

1. The GIG Syndicate pilot rostered to each 
day has priority to fly on that day for as 
long as he or she wishes.  

2. Other GIG Syndicate pilots can secure the 
glider on a day not allocated to them by 
agreement with the pilot allocated, on a 
first-come-first-served basis. 

3. GIG Syndicate pilots can secure the glider 
on any non-allocated day by booking it 
with Grové. 

4. Non-GIG Syndicated club pilots with 
GPL's can fly GIG if no GIG Syndicate 
pilot has claimed the glider by 14h00 on 
the day. 

Non-syndicate members must be aware that even 
if they take the glider out, thinking it to be “free”, 
and a syndicate member arrives later (but before 
14h00) to claim the glider, the GIG Syndicate pilot 
takes preference.  This is important. If anybody 
sees any problems with GIG please send an 
email to Grové Steyn at 
grove@TheKnowledgeBridge.com. 
 
Other GIG items of interest are that Paul Troskie 
has repaired the oxygen system and William 
Whittaker has joined the Syndicate. 
 
A new roster is available which takes the 
bookings through to February 2006. 
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Those Were the Days! 

Helmuth von Michaelis was involved with the 
gliding club, together with his father Heinie and 
brother Hans, right from the earliest days of the 
club.  He recently discovered these old 
photographs of club events from the mid-1950's – 
perhaps some members of long standing will 

recognize old friends?  Did these folk have more 
fun than we do?  It certainly looks like it.  But then 
they didn't spend so much time flying across 
country.  Can you see young Herbie Oberhofer?  
The editor has higher-resolution images available 
if anyone is interested. 
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Now’s our chance to GET A MOVE ON! 
Alison Navarro 

One might think that to try and "get things going 
again" would be like flogging the proverbial dead 
horse, but being the eternal optimist that I am, I 
am convinced that we could be on the up and up! 
 
Firstly, the earlier starts in February definitely 
made a l0% positive difference in our stats.  Then 
we ran out of students!  Why? 
 
To attempt to compensate for that, we are 
running the current ab-initio course that will 
hopefully bring in a new batch of enthusiasts.  
Thanks are due to Andr�  and his team for running 
the course.  There may also be a course at the 
end of September to keep the momentum rolling. 
 
Next we need YOU to do some PRO.  When 
paxes or interested parties arrive at the airfield BE 
FRIENDLY.  Don©t leave it up to "others" to do all 
the sales talk.  You, as an individual, can make 
an enormous difference by giving a visitor some 
attention and making them feel special.  It will 
cost you nothing either.  If only 10% of all 
members bring in just one new recruit, once a 
year, we could have ten to twelve new members 
every year. 
 
Many years ago the Club ran a competition to find 
the person who could bring the most intro©s to 
Worcester, the prize being a free aerotow.  I 
remember Paul Ireland was the winner.  Maybe 
we can have a similar incentive this year? 
 
Now this is addressed to those members who are 
"out of circulation" as well as those who have left 
but plan to come back in a year or two: There are 
quite a few faces that we've not seen at 
Worcester for a long time - we miss very much!  
Come back and join us in having some fun! 
 
Let's all be enthusiastic about the growth of our 
club. It is the second largest in the country and 

definitely the first for scenic beauty – surely it 
must be one of the most beautiful soaring 
locations in the world.  We have the potential to 
be the best club in South Africa, but we need 
YOUR help! 
 
Also, remember that the greater the activity 
levels, the greater the possibility of cheaper rates! 
 
Gliding is still relatively cheap compared to power 
flying.  While we are struggling somewhat, 
Stellenbosch Flying Club is currently choc-a-block 
with new members, flying more than 400 hours of 
power training a month.  So don©t say there is no 
money – for patently there is.  It is just that when 
someone is paying for something like learning to 
fly, they don©t want to stand around and waste 
time waiting for their turn.  So it is important that 
we speed up our launch rate.  When we offer a 
slick operation, with quick turn around times, our 
growth will sky-rocket.  This goes for the winch 
operation as well as the aerotow side.  At the 
moment I take my hat off to the guys running the 
winch, but with due respect, although we©ve been 
doing it for a long time now, it©s not the most 
impressive or professional operation.  We really 
need to get going earlier in the day and stop 
faffing around.  It is very off-putting for students 
and conversion-candidates alike.  However, I©m 
sure that with the correct approach and member 
support, the winch can be a real cost-effective 
draw card for all our pilots. 
 
The April weather will be bringing cooler 
conditions to Worcester now, making the launch 
point a less exhausting place to be.  If we can 
smooth out the flow and speed up the launch 
operation in the cooler months, it will be easier to 
keep up the momentum when it comes round 
again to summer.  Let's all give it a good shot – 
let's make the coming period a real winner. 
 

From Nicky Oberhofer – Chief Flying Instructor 

It's that time of year again ± Glider Pilot Licences 
are due for renewal which means that you must 
check NOW to see when your licence expires.  
It's shown on the “rating card” that came with your 
licence, under the heading “Validity” - the flight 
test/medical expiry dates are shown there. 
  
Your flight test needs to be done every two years 
for your licence to be valid.  This is apart from the 

“Annual Check” that the club insists on, to 
maintain your currency.  We have a database of 
the expiry dates for both test flights and medicals, 
so please make sure you have a test flight and 
complete all the paperwork before its validity 
expires, otherwise you will be grounded until all 
the formalities have been attended to. 
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The list on the notice board in the clubhouse will 
be updated from time to time and we will try to 
send e-mail reminders to pilots whose licences 
are about to expire ± but the onus is on YOU to 
be up to date and current. 
  
The process to renew your licence is as follows: 
 

1. Undergo a check flight with a senior 
instructor 

2. Complete the flight test form with this 
instructor 

3. Complete the Glider Pilots Licence 
application form ± all the forms can be 
printed from www.sssa.org.za 

4. Attach your rating card to the forms (the 
rating card which is part of your licence) 

5. Attach a cheque for R50.00 payable to the 
Soaring Society of SA. 

 
When all is complete and signed, give this 
documentation to Peter Wooley, who will be 
handling the administration of the renewals with 
the SSSA (12 Grove Road, Rondebosch 7700). 
 
Peter has been appointed as my admin assistant 
as there is now so much paperwork involved with 

being CFI that it is fast becoming a two-man job.  
Peter will handle licence applications, badge 
claims, record claims and other sundry items. 
  
As all of you know there has been a spate of 
accidents in the last few months.  Safety is our 
collective responsibility, but especially 
YOURS - not just that of the CFI, the Flying Panel 
and the instructors.  If you happen to see 
anything that you perceive as being unsafe or 
dangerous, don't hesitate to talk to the pilot(s) 
involved, and also report it to the duty instructor 
or directly to myself.  Saying something AFTER 
the event is simply too late!  You may even 
address an anonymous letter to me, but make 
sure it contains facts – places, times and dates, 
and not just  ªhearsayº. 
 
By saying something in time you could prevent an 
accident or even a death - we are all responsible 
for this and awareness is the best prevention.  
Safety is an attitude, simply thinking that ªit won't 
happen to meº is a bad attitude and is dangerous. 
 
Fly safely and think safety. 
Nicky 

Safety Spot 
Ian Forbes 

The need for pilots to remain current was 
mentioned in the last KK.  I thought I would put 
together a do-it-yourself quiz to help you establish 

your currency level.  Answer the relevant 
questions and add up your points.  Then evaluate 
yourself. 

 
For all pilots: My last flight was: 
within last 7 days (5) 
within last 30 days (3) 
within last 90 days (1) 
I have forgotten how to fly (0) 
 
Instructors only: My solo hours in the last 12 months were: 
greater than 30 hours (5) 
between 5 and 30 hours (3) 
less than 5 hours (1) 
I don©t fly solo - the students won©t pay for it (0) 
 
For cross-country pilots (including motor glider pilots): My last outlanding was: 
this season (5) 
last season (3) 
about 5 years ago (1) 
I never actually land out, my engine is 100% reliable (0) 
 
For motor glider pilots: I last practiced a “dead stick” engine extended circuit and landing: 
this season (5) 
last season (3) 
about 5 years ago (1) 
never, my engine is 100% reliable (0) 
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Now score yourself: 
1 to 5 points: The club needs pilots like you ± you provide the majority of our revenue, so please be careful. 
6 to 10 points: You enjoy flying cross-country.  If you fly a motor glider make sure that it is insured. 
11 to 15 points: If you don©t fly a motor glider, check the instructor roster before planning your next cross-
country. 
16 to 20 points: Keep it up and you could be the next CFI!
 

Accident Summary: 
by Ian Forbes, Safety Officer 

 
This is a summary of accidents that resulted in 
insurable damage and/or injury that have 
occurred to members of CGC over the last year.  I 
hope we can all learn something from this and 
hopefully next time the list will be much shorter, or 
better still, non existent. 
 
I must complement our pilots on the standard of 
reporting on both accidents and incidents.  I know 

it is a chore, but the efforts of those affected will 
help us all learn from their experience. 
 
The format of this is based on that used in 
Sailplane and Gliding magazine.  The short 
descriptions are my own words and this 
information is provided without prejudice to the 
rights of the club or the individuals involved. 

 

Date Type Location 
P1 

Age 
P2  

Age 
P1  

hours 
P2  

Hours 

P1 hours  
on type:  
last 90 
days Damage P1 Injury 

P2 
Injury 

04/05/15 RF-5 Robertson 68 - 600 - 14 Moderate None - 
On take off in moderate turbulent wind, the pilot lost directional control and veered off the runway resulting 
in a prop strike. 
04/12/06 RF-5 Worcester 52  817 0 3 Moderate None None 

Wheels up landing. Pilot failed to complete downwind checks correctly. 

05/01/02 
Stemme 
S10-VT Worcester * * * 0 * Moderate None None 

Pilot lost directional control on takeoff and headed towards a tug parked near runway, he over corrected 
and veered off opposite side of runway then braked hard. The motor glider nosed over damaging the prop 
etc. 

05/01/03 ASW27 
Near 
Hoopstad 46 - 2126 - 115 Moderate None - 

After a normal outlanding, the glider rolled 30m when the main wheel got stuck in the soft plowed field. The 
glider ground looped and the fuselage broke. 

05/01/05 LS 6 
New 
Tempe 43 - 392 - 53 Moderate Moderate - 

Pilot miscalculated final glide, flew past last landable fields at low height and crash landed into the airfield 
fence. 

05/01/08 ASW15 
Near 
Worcester 76 - 485 - 4 Write off None - 

Pilot got out of gliding range of airfield on a local soaring flight. He flew to an area with regular lift, but no 
fields. He did not find lift and tried to land on a road in a quarry and crashed. 

05/02/04 DG500m 
Near 
Ashton 53 - 1040 - 112 Write off Serious - 

Pilot had been airborne 8.5hrs and completed 789km of a cross country ridge flight. Soaring conditions 
were deteriorating and he was near field selection altitude when the glider crashed into a steep leeward 
slope. The glider attitude before impact was with wings parallel to the slope. 

* Indicates details outstanding 
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An Aerial Mishap 
Extract from an unpublished manuscript “ From Rivulets to Reservoirs”  by Joe Lison 

Cape Town:  ªProfessorº Isadore Michaels was a 
keen balloonist.  On a calm night in May 1900 he 
ascended in his hot air balloon, jumped from 
about 3000', falling very fast as his parachute 
cords had been burnt through.  He landed on the 
roof of a house and suffered minor injuries. 
 
A month later the intrepid man was up again.  On 
Monday afternoon 4th June, (it was Whit Monday 
± a public holiday) ªthe well-known aeronautº was 
advertised to make another ascent from the Good 
Hope Gardens.  A considerable crowd gathered.  
At about 4pm the balloon shot up from the 
Gardens, and catching a strong air current at a 
considerable height, drifted rapidly towards the 
mountain.  When the balloon was just above De 
Waal Park, the professor was seen to open his 
parachute, tentatively it seemed, and then close it 
again.  A few minutes later he started his descent, 
with the evident intention of alighting in the Park. 
 
The crowds were excited until a cry of ªThe 
reservoir!º set everyone running at high speed 
towards Molteno Reservoir. 
 

Michaels left the balloon.  On his descent the 
wind appeared to carry him towards the mountain 
directly over the reservoir.  The crowd realised the 
danger.  ªHelp!  Help!  My hands are tied!  I can't 
swim!º  The cries reached the crowd about 100' 
below him. 
 
A moment later he landed almost in the centre of 
the reservoir.  As his hands were tangled in the 
ropes of the balloon, he was unable to swim.  
Some Coloured men tried to go to his assistance, 
but failed.  The fire brigade was called in and they 
dragged the reservoir at about 5.15pm. 
 
ªIt was a sombre scene in the fading lightº; the 
huge crowd stood quietly.  Michaels' wife and 
child watched, weeping.  Remarks were passed 
about there being no saving apparatus. 
 
At last, at about 6pm, the body was found, still 
entangled.  Cape Town suffered yet another 
shortage of water as a result of the tragedy, 
because the reservoir had to be drained and 
cleaned.

“ FIRST SATURDAY”  Socials 
Craig Fussell

Remember that the FIRST SATURDAY of every 
month is scheduled as "Club Social" at the 
airfield.  As this is a family type occasion, we 
recommend sleeping over at the club in 
someone's hut or caravan, (if you don©t have your 
own).  There's also camping next to the pool and 
in close range of the ablution blocks, or you can 
choose a B & B nearby in Worcester ± the choice 
is wide.  The format for the socials is simple: 
 

1. Bring family, spouse or "spice"  
2. Bring & Braai, fires will be provided  
3. Make use of the pub, pool & clubhouse  
4. Have fun, talk nonsense, chill, spadework, 

whatever 
5. Then fly on Sunday. 
 

Basically, enjoy.  See you there, always on the 
FIRST SATURDAY EVENING IN THE MONTH. 

Letter from the Czech Republic 

Jan Rolinek has written to us saying that while 
March usually heralds the Czech spring, right now 
the lowlands are covered in half a metre of snow 
with up to two metres on the hills ± not good for 
driving or flower lovers.   In desperation to get 
airborne, one of their microlights has been fitted 
out with skis, which Jan says make for great 
flying, as just about the whole countryside is one 
big airfield. 
 
Regarding Nicky's article in the last KK, Jan says 
that in the Czech Republic the currency 
requirement for student pilots is 15 days and GPL 

holders is 180 days, though they try and keep the 
students flying once per week and the others at 
least once per month.  These requirements differ 
a lot from ours.  Jan sees the currency culprits as 
money and time - those with money don't have 
time, and those with time don't have money.  This 
seems universal. 
 
Finally he sends congratulations to all the 
1000km pilots and we in turn, congratulate him on 
achieving his MBA after three years of hard grind. 
 
Based on an e-mail to the editor dated 6th March. 
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Letter of Objection to CAA from Glider Owners 
 
The Commissioner 
South African Civil Aviation Authority 
Ikhaya Lokundiza 
Building 16 
Treur Close 
Waterfall Park  
Bekker Street 
MIDRAND 
 
To Fax: (011) 545 1465 
Cc Fax: (012) 664 4485 
 
Dear Sir, 

AIC 44.2 dated 05-03-18: RADAR CONTROL 
 
With regard to the planned implementation of airspace surveillance using SSR, I wish to object to the 
extension of the current published transponder en-route requirements as expressed in AIC 44.2.  I do not 
agree that this should include all gliders flying above, below or in the vicinity of the lateral limits of the TMAs 
and CTAs as listed in ENR 1.6-6. 
 
I formally request that you exempt my glider from carrying or using Mode A or C transponders for the 
following reasons: 
 
CONSULTATION:  Our sports regulator, the Soaring Society of South Africa was not invited to provide 
input by the working group that made this recommendation and they were not given the opportunity to 
discuss the impact that it will have on our sport.  The requirements of our sport are well understood by 
ATNS and SACAA and most of our major gliding sites close to the metropolitan areas have windows in the 
TMA or CTA that are implemented on a tactical basis in terms of the flexible use of airspace provided for in 
the Air Space Master Plan and mandated by AIC's. 
 
NECESSITY:  I fully understand the need for controlled airspace, and I would agree that within such 
airspace, the use of transponders may be warranted.  However I do not believe that this requirement 
should be mandatory when I am flying outside such controlled airspace.  Gliding Clubs have an exemplary 
record with regard to airspace violations and therefore the carriage of transponders will not improve safety. 
 
MOTIVATION:  I formally request sight of the Safety Study and Risk Analysis study that justifies this 
change and demonstrates that there is a worthwhile improvement in safety as a result thereof.  What is the 
projected investment cost per life saved, compared to other forms of intervention in aviation or 
transportation safety? 
 
PRACTICALITY:  Gliders have limited instrument panel and storage space available for additional 
instruments and the additional batteries needed to power the transponder.  Gliders do not have generators 
and instruments rely solely on battery power.  At this time there are no low cost, low consumption 
transponders available for fitment in all gliders. 
  
COST:  I cannot afford to pay the estimated price of between R15,000 and R50,000 to buy a  transponder, 
which is disproportionately high in relation to the estimated value of my glider. 
 
IMPACT:  I regularly fly from the Cape Gliding Club at Worcester whose airfield that is just under the edge 
of the Cape Town TMA/CTA and as I cannot comply with the requirement to carry a transponder, my glider 
would be effectively grounded. 
 
CONSTITUTION:  The sky is a national resource and there is enough space to accommodate all types of 
aircraft and all forms of operation.  It is therefore unconstitutional for any person or organisation to 
unreasonably limit my access to this resource.  
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TECHNICAL:  At my gliding club we have over 51 gliders of which 15 may be in the air in the vicinity of our 
airfield at one time.  I don't believe that any tests have been conducted to see how this will affect the 
reception of the signals from all these transponders by secondary radar head.  In any case it seems 
reasonable to assume that the whole Worcester-Robertson area is shielded from the SSR by the various 
surrounding high mountain chains. 
 
OBSOLESCENCE:  Mode A and C transponders are in the last phase of their useful life and will in the near 
future be replaced by Mode S, which is a superior system.  I know that there are initiatives in Europe to 
develop Low Cost Low Power Transponders for Sport Aviation and that countries in Europe will not 
mandate the carriage of transponders in gliders until such a transponders is available. 
 
ECONOMIC:  This requirement will effectively kill gliding activity in the near the vicinity of TMA's and CTA's, 
and as the sport is primarily a weekend recreational activity, gliding sites have to be within a reasonable 
travelling distance of the major metropolitan centres to survive.  If the sport dies, glider owners will lose the 
value of their investment in their gliders, the glider maintenance industry will collapse, the insurance market 
would cease and a burgeoning tourist trade will be ruined. 
 
INTERNATIONAL:  In Europe where the airspace is far more congested and the traffic densities are far 
greater, most countries have postponed the decision to mandate the carriage of transponders in gliders 
until at least 2008.  Why is my country, with its low traffic densities and vast tracts of airspace, wanting 
gliders to carry transponders? 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
…………………………… 
Full Name 
SSSA Membership Number: 
Aircraft Registration:  ZS-G
 

Date to Diarise 

Annual General Meeting: The AGM will be held 
at the Pinewood Bowling Club on Wednesday 13th 

April at 19h30.  Be there – you will be required 
to vote for the new committee. 
 

KK Smalls 
ASW15: Very good condition with parachute, basic instrumentation and a side-hinged canopy.  Enclosed 
trailer.  Hangared in the club hangar at Worcester.  R40 000 for one half share. 
Contact Jacques Willig on 082 572 9922 or e-mail info@hannibal.co.za 
 
PLEASE COUGH UP!  A Yaesu hand held radio was removed from the winch on Sunday 27th Feb 
2005 – will the person who is looking after it please contact the owner Peter Clemence on 782 5217 
or 082 921 4846 to make arrangements for returning it. 

This Krautkoerant 
Thanks to Olwyn Garratt, Sven Olivier, Craig Fussell, Ian Forbes, Alison Navarro, Jan Rolinek, Helmuth von Michaelis, 

Grové Steyn, Graham Anderson, Dick Bradley, Giso von Petersdorff and all the others who contributed to this April 
edition. 

Next Krautkoerant 
Deadline for the June Krautkoerant is Monday 23rd May. 

Editor: Peter Wooley , ph 686 3883 (h), 072 699 6947, 487 2451 (w) or fax 487 2592  
e-mail peter.wooley@capetown.gov.za 
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its e-mail issue.  Please make sure that photo image submissions have been sampled down so that their file size is as small as possible to keep the 
Krautkoerant under 1Mb for ease of mailing.  Comments, opinions and recommendations expressed in this newsletter are those of the various 
individual contributors and neither the committee nor the members of the Cape Gliding Club accept liability for such personal opinions or 
recommendations.  Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution of the content of this newsletter is prohibited, except in cases where 
permission has been obtained from the editor.  No guarantee is made that this communication is virus free.  This edition may contain typos; please 
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