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The Worcester News 
Peter Wooley 

Randy Cullen is away overseas at the moment so 
“The Worcester News” is appearing in pole 
position.  Randy’s column will be back in the 
December KK. 
 
New SSSA awards 
 
Congratulations to Reinhold Lawrenz for being 
presented with this year’s Soaring Society of 
South Africa’s “ Pilot of the Year” award.  He 
certainly deserved it after his 1000km flight and 
all the exploratory flights leading up to it. Other 
SSSA awards went to Mathilde Akar 
(Administrator) and Keith Ashman (Safety), both 
of Magalies Gliding Club. 
 
Congratulations also to Sven Olivier on his 
achievements at the World Gliding 
Championships in Poland in August. 
 
Following the World Championships, World 
rankings now place New Zealand’s John Coutts 
first, Great Britain’s Andy Davis second and 
Germany’s Holger Karow third.  To look at the 
IGC ranking list, go to 
http://.rankings.fai.org/gliding/ 
 
Horst Mücke awarded 
Honorary Life Membership 
 
Many members do a lot for the club, which is how 
we keep the show on the road at an affordable 
cost.  Almost all members have done something 
at some time or other, but few have done so 
much, with such reliable consistency, for so many 
years, as Horst Mücke.  Horst’s association with 
gliding goes back to the 1930’s when he began 
learning on Grunau Baby’s in Germany.  
Experience of this magnitude is hard to find, and 
it is only because of Horst’s reserved nature that 
not everyone knows of the vast fund of 
knowledge he has to share. 
 

In recognition of Horst’s contribution to 
maintenance of the club’s aircraft, buildings and 
equipment, the committee has bestowed on him 
Honorary Life Membership.  Thus Horst joins 
the select group of only four other Honorary Life 
Members of our club.  Congratulations Horst, and 
thank you for your huge but largely unseen 
contribution.  The official presentation of this 
award will take place at the 2004 AGM. In 
addition we also wish Horst a full recovery from 
the injuries he sustained recently in a serious fall. 
 
New records 
 
As far as FAI records are concerned, that 
Slovenian pair, Bostjan and Tanja Pristavec are 
at it again in the Ultra Light glider category, both 
flying an Albastar APIS WR.  Bostjan flew 799km 
to set the General category “Free distance using 
up to three turn points” record and Tanja set the 
Feminine category record for the same task at 
357km, plus setting the Feminine category “Free 
distance” at 156km and “Free out & return 
distance” at  312km.  The pair did some excellent 
flights in Namibia last year with an ASH25 (I 
think), but these record flights took place in 
Slovenia in May this year. 
 
Tax exemption for club 
 
Members will be pleased to know that Graham 
Anderson’s efforts over the last two years to 
obtain an income tax exemption from SARS have 
at last been successful.  There are a few 
conditions attaching to this exemption, one being 
that the club’s annual accounts must be 
submitted to the Tax Exemption Unit at SARS.  
Thank you Graham. 
 
New members 
 
The club welcomes new members Erik Lund from 
Namibia and Martin Nel.  Philip Fourie, Andrew 
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Lightfoot, Ernst Klein and Helmut Schuster have 
resigned. 
Gauteng Regionals 
 
Best wishes to all our members who are going up 
to Orient for what is usually the most enjoyable 
get together of the year. 
 
and the flying at Worcester… 
 
August brought some good frontal and post-
frontal weather and flights of nearly 500km have 

been achieved already, which is not bad for this 
time of year when it is still comparatively cool.  
There have also been some safely executed 
outlandings, which proves the chaps are getting 
out there and pushing the distance – well done! 
 
Up next in this KK, we have what I consider a 
major story in the form of Reinhold Lawrenz’s 
account of his record 1000km flight at Worcester 
earlier this year.  I do hope you all enjoy reading 
about this magnificent (nail biting) flight – a map 
of the flight area appears on the back page. 

Close to the ridge… 
1000km flown from Worcester 

Reinhold Lawrenz

Over the past 40 years some remarkable height 
gains and distance flights have been undertaken 
by Cape Gliding Club members, either from 
Fisantekraal (where the CGC was based until 
1988), or thereafter from Worcester (where the 
CGC is currently based). 
 
We think about Herbie Oberhofer’s wave flight in 
1963 in a K6CR, from Table Mountain to George 
– a remarkable 330 km, Graham Anderson’s 500 
km out and return from Fisantekraal to Calvinia in 
1986, Peter Wooley’s 500 km three-turnpoint 
flight from Worcester in 1998, and a wave flight by 
Luc de Meulenaar in a Skylark to 26 000 feet in 
the Villiersdorp area, landing at Heidelberg. 
 
Distance was and still is the major goal.  “When 
would the first 1000 Km be flown from 
Worcester?” or “Where would the turnpoints be?” 
– these and other questions became topics for 
many informal discussions. 
 
With the magnificent mountain ranges to the north 
and east of Worcester, ridge soaring interested 
me in particular, as I saw this approach as the 
most likely way of achieving the elusive 1000 km 
goal (at least at this stage).  One of our senior 
club members – Graham Anderson – once told 
me that he undertook flights together with the late 
Brian Liegner in an easterly direction, along the 
Langeberg mountains towards George.  Their 
furthest turnpoints were 250 and 230 km 
respectively – but with only 2500 feet altitude, 
they “wisely” turned back to Worcester then.  
Some difficulties beyond the 200 km distance 
east of Worcester were often low cloudbases and 
difficult outlanding field selection (which has to be 
done very carefully if the need arises!) 
 
During the spring of 2002, I undertook a number 
of exploratory cross country flights towards the 

east – along the Langeberg mountains – as well 
as along the Olifantsriver mountains towards the 
north of Worcester.  On the 19th October 2002, I 
asked Adrian Hepburn to join me in the DG500 
for a flight which it took us some 221 km east of 
Worcester along the Langeberg mountains.  
Ridge soaring flights in a northerly direction via 
the Witzenberg and Olifantsriver mountains, 
turning at Renosterhoek 140 km to the north of 
Worcester, were done on a number of occasions 
and it offered an excellent opportunity to practice 
achieving relatively high ground speeds of 150 – 
200 kph. 
 
On the 9th November 2002, in anticipation of very 
good soaring conditions for the day, quite a 
number of cross country glider pilots were on the 
airfield from early in the morning, preparing their 
gliders before waiting for the right moment to go!  
On this day my idea, or concept, of long distance 
cross country soaring in the Worcester valley was 
forever changed. 
 
On this particular day I invited a former CGC 
member Ansano Romani as passenger for a 
cross country flight.  Ansano requested that we 
be back at the airfield by not later than 16h30 as 
he had a social appointment at 18h00 back at 
home.  We launched at 12h00, and soon after the 
launch I realized that it was going to be an 
exceptionally good soaring day.  There were 
cloudstreets over the Langeberg mountains 
toward the east, as far as the eye could see, and 
a southwesterly wind of 30 kph.  This later 
became 40 kph and continued till late that 
afternoon.  We reached our only turnpoint 256 km 
east of Worcester – right along the Langeberg at 
an altitude of 2800 feet, which was cloud base.  A 
lower cloudbase which could be seen towards 
George was reason enough for me to turn back to 
the home airfield, because at that moment I 
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thought of Graham, who had previously turned 
back with an altitude of only 2500 feet.  
Fortunately I resisted the temptation to go on 
further towards George, as I would not have liked 
to remember the flight for the wrong reasons! 
 
On our return flight towards Worcester the ridge 
produced excellent lift and using the dolphin style 
flying, it was not necessary to take a single turn to 
gain height during the whole 256 km back to 
Worcester.  We landed back at Worcester airfield 
at 16h05 - a 525.7 km out-and-return flight with 
an average speed of 123 kph. 
 
We left Worcester airfield at 17h00 and Ansano 
was back in time for his appointment.  The 
following day I heard that quite a number of pilots 
also achieved excellent distance flying on this 
day.  Back at home, while looking again at the 
flight on my computer with Strepla,  I realized that 
a much greater distance had been possible that 
day and I had missed a real opportunity for a 
particularly long distance flight.  But I learned 
some valuable lessons – the least of which is not 
to make any promises to co-pilots or passengers 
to be back at a specific time – especially not 
when excellent soaring weather prevails! 
 
The concept and plan on how to achieve the 1000 
km from Worcester was then clearer to me than 
ever before and I was then much more convinced 
than a few weeks earlier that a 1000 km could 
really be flown from Worcester... 
 
A few days after the flight of 9 Nov 2002, I had a 
discussion with Martin Grünert regarding long 
distance flying.  We decided to join forces as we 
both had the same objectives as far as long 
distance flying were concerned.  With Martin’s 
many years of experience and skills in ridge 
flying, it made sense to combine our experience 
and skills to achieve this formidable task. 
 
From 22nd Nov 2002 till the end Jan 2003, 
another seven flights were completed, with Martin 
co-piloting five of them.  These reached distances 
of between 570 and 900 km. 
 
After returning from a flight on 29 Dec 2002, we 
downloaded the flight data – only to find that the 
distance of 727.1 km was only 600 meters less 
than a flight on 8 Dec 2002!  I had to double 
check that the correct flight had been downloaded 
from the logger – and indeed it was true! 
 
During January 2003 we decided that, should 
exceptionally good gliding weather occur on a 
weekday, we would take the day off from our work 
to go gliding.  This day came on Wednesday 29 

January, when Martin phoned me and suggested 
that we should seriously consider the following 
day.  I agreed and we decided to take the final 
decision “to go, or not to go” at 8h00 the next 
morning.  By 8h30 the next morning (30 January), 
we were already in the car on our way to 
Worcester.  Once we had passed through the 
Huguenot tunnel and with the Worcester valley in 
sight, we were much more comfortable with our 
decision, as the first signs of lift were already 
appearing over the Worcester mountains.  We 
phoned Ed Verpraet at the club, requesting his 
assistance at the launchpoint.  This he gladly did 
– as he had done on previous occasions, and 
with Ed wishing us good luck, we closed the 
canopies of the DG500. 
 
At 10h36 local time we started rolling on runway 
33 – and after nine minutes engine time and at 
3500 feet altitude close to Audenberg, we found a 
good thermal.  We did six full circles (turns), and 
at 4500 feet above the top of Audenberg, the 
journey started… 
 
Heading east towards Robertson, always staying 
close to the ridge, we observed small clouds 
developing approximately 200 – 300 feet above 
the top of the ridge.  With the southwesterly wind 
blowing at 25 – 30 kph, the ridge was working 
well and it improved even more as we passed 
Ashton.  From Ashton we were concerned about 
the possibility of a low cloudbase beyond 
Swellendam.  This was unfortunately confirmed 
as we approached Swellendam - the cloudbase 
beyond Tradouw Pass (22 km east of 
Swellendam) was no more than 3000 feet!  As we 
turned west again – with Tradouw Pass only a 
few kms ahead and the altimeter reading at 3000 
feet – we had already changed our original flight 
plan.  But the first 115.2 km leg of our flight took 
exactly 60 minutes from rolling on runway 33, 
giving us a satisfactory 132.4 kph average speed. 
 
During this first leg of the flight, with the exception 
of the first six turns to gain height after engine 
shut down, all soaring was done dolphin style.  In 
fact the complete section of the second leg, as 
well as about half the distance of the third leg, 
were all completed without circling at all - a total 
of 509 kms of dolphin style ridge flying. 
 
Back at Audenberg and Brandwag (near 
Worcester), we headed in the northerly direction.  
Once we had rounded Kleinberg, carefully 
working our way past Waaihoek – where at 2900 
feet we were glad to find the ½ meter lift that 
gradually carried us safely to Mostertshoek and 
then on to the Witzenberg mountain range.  With 
the southwesterly wind now also blowing onto 
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these mountains we were able to climb to 4500 
feet as we reached the end of the Witzenberg 
mountains on the east side of the Tulbach valley.  
We then had sufficient altitude to fly straight on, 
passing between the great and the small 
Winterhoek mountains and heading northwesterly 
to “connect” with the ridge to the west of the 
Olifantsriver mountain range near Porterville.  The 
Olifantsriver mountains provided excellent ridge 
lift, allowing a ground speed of between 180 and 
230 kph to be maintained for virtually the whole of 
the 60km stretch to Renosterhoek – our second 
turnpoint. 
 
From a distance of 40km, the small and big 
“horns” of the Renosterhoek mountain can clearly 
be seen, and one can well understand where this 
name had it’s origin.  History books about this 
particular area tell us that a “mere” 150 years 
ago, the sight of Elephants and Rhino was not 
uncommon in this area - no wonder that 
mountains and rivers in this part of the Cape bear 
the names of these magnificent animals.   
 
Our flight altitude along the Olifantsriver 
mountains varied between 2700 and 3300 feet.  
With the valley floor less at than 400 feet and 
sufficient safe outlanding possibilities close to the 
mountains, this area offers a good opportunity to 
cross country glider pilots to practise their ridge 
flying skills. 
 
At exactly 140 km away from Worcester, we 
reached our second turnpoint – Renosterhoek – 
and the third leg of the flight, virtually the same 
route back via Worcester, commenced.  This 
second leg of the flight from Tradouw Pass to 
Renosterhoek had covered a distance of 234 km 
and was flown at an average speed of 120.4 kph. 
 
On our way back towards Worcester, we 
wondered (or rather hoped!) whether the 
cloudbase beyond Swellendam had by this time 
lifted… quite possibly, as it was well past midday 
and with the highest day temperatures usually 
reached at around 14h00, we were quite 
optimistic.  As we approached Worcester from the 
north, altering course in an easterly direction at 
Kleinberg, and heading towards Brandwag and 
Audenberg, we slowly but surely lost height.  At 
first this was not of too much concern, as we 
thought we would easily re-connect with the ridge 
lift in the Nuy area.  But at only 2000 feet near 
Nuy, any attempt to connect to ridge lift was in 
vain.  In a desperate search of any lift more than 
zero, we were forced to fly away from the 
mountain and into the valley!  We realized that 
our flight could soon end – but neither of us dared 
to say a word… the least said, the better.  At an 

altitude of 1190 feet (approx 550 feet above 
ground) we finally found our valuable ½ meter lift.  
It took us 10 minutes and 24 full circles to gain 
3800 feet – and as we completed our last turn 
before heading off towards the mountains, the 
two fields we had just minutes before selected as 
outlanding fields, seemed so small!  The 10 
minutes felt more like a 30 minute struggle, and 
we realized that we had lost valuable time – as it 
was already 15h00 local time - meaning 4½ hours 
already in the air and still another 500 km to go! 
 
With a southwesterly wind now blowing stronger 
than 4½ hours earlier, the cloudbase was 800 
feet higher, allowing the leg between Robertson 
and our third turnpoint to be done with 
groundspeeds of 150 to 230 kph virtually over the 
entire distance. 
 
There was enough time to observe and enjoy the 
beautiful scenery that this part of the Western 
Cape offers, especially lovely when viewed from 
the air.  Martin spotted a Tahr (wild mountain 
goat) standing on the edge of a 40m cliff – looking 
curiously at this huge white “bird” speeding past 
100 feet below it.  The Riversdale mountain range 
was adorned with beautiful bright red Proteas, 
fynbos and other flower species, though we were 
not quite close enough to identify them all!  From 
Swellendam we could clearly see the Indian 
Ocean and the white beaches of Witsand, some 
80 km away from our vantage point.  The massive 
Mossgas natural gas to fuel conversion plant near 
Mosselbay also forms a distinct feature.  
Magnificent black eagles that nest in the remote 
areas of these mountains are not an infrequent 
sight, sometimes “showing” us their masterful 
manoeuvering abilities in the air. 
 
Our third turnpoint was 215 km to the east of 
Worcester along the Langeberg – with the little 
village of Herbertsdale just below us.  It was the 
safe decision to turn back then, as with only 3000 
feet and the cloudbase looking even lower further 
on, we decided not to take any unnecessary risks.  
Thus our third leg from Renosterhoek to 
Herbertsdale, was a 315 km stretch flown at an 
average speed of 114.4 kph. 
 
Once we had turned westward again, we realized 
that a flight straight back to Worcester would not 
cover sufficient distance to complete our 1000km 
five-turnpoint task.  We then decided to fly back 
towards Worcester but turn short, back eastward 
at Robertson and fly again to Swellendam.  The 
fourth leg of the flight was therefore 175 km from 
Herbertsdale to Robertson, flown at an average 
speed of 147.1 k/h.  Flying towards Tradouw 
pass, our 5th and last turnpoint, we observed a 
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marked decrease in wind speed and a much 
lower cloudbase compared to when we had been 
there 65 minutes earlier. 
 
This fifth leg from Robertson to Tradouw Pass 
was an 81 km stretch – completed at an average 
speed of 140.5 k/h.  We reached our 5th and final 
turnpoint just to the east of Tradouw Pass at 
18h15, now137kms from Worcester.  The final leg 
took us 65 minutes back to Worcester airfield, 
with an average speed of 125.4 k/h.  By this time, 
the wind speed had decreased even more and we 
both agreed that it had been the wise decision to 
turn back home when we did. 
 
Approaching Worcester airfield, I phoned Ed 
again requesting his assistance after landing.  Ed 
was by then very interested to hear about our 
flight as he had heard nothing from us for eight 
hours!  But I was a bit hesitant at that stage to 
confirm any distance flown, as it would be such a 
disappointment if the flight data logger did not 
agree with our calculations! 
 
At 19h20 local time, after 8 hours and 44 minutes 
in the air, we touched down on runway 15 with Ed 
waiting for us with the car – only meters from the 
point where the glider came to a halt! 
 
After the necessary post flight care had been 
taken of the glider, we headed for the clubhouse, 
armed with logger and laptop.  Excitement was in 
the air as three pairs of eyes watched the laptop 
screen intensely - and as the total distance flown 

of 1058.1 km appeared on the screen, first a brief 
moment of silence – then loud cheers from 
Martin, Ed and myself, followed with much 
handshaking and shoulder slapping.  We 
replayed the whole flight on Strepla and laughed, 
obviously now very “relieved”, just as we were 
relieved at the halfway “near outlanding” which 
almost ended the flight for us.  The total distance 
was completed in 8 hours 25 minutes, at an 
average speed of 125.5 kph.  The highest altitude 
reached was 4850 feet, the lowest point being 
1190 feet. 
 
Now we were keen to phone our wives – Erna 
and Erika – who were now justifiably pleased but 
also “relieved” to hear the good news.  Later that 
evening we all celebrated the event with a good 
bottle of sparkling wine! 
 
Not only will I remember the flight merely for 
achieving such a “new” distance goal, but also for 
the team effort and equal commitment between 
Martin and myself.  There is no doubt in my mind 
that the Cape Gliding Club will in future years 
celebrate many more long distance flights of 1000 
km or more from Worcester – either from our own 
club members or from visiting pilots, but this 
particular one will forever remain clear in my 
memory. 
 
Better understanding of our local weather 
conditions, gaining experience and improving our 
skills will offer many more exciting opportunities 
still… 

Diamond Height and new friendships 
Adriaan Hepburn 

“Cape Town this is glider Golf X-Ray Alpha” was 
my initial call to Cape Town International 
Approach.  A very calm and professional voice 
came back to me, “Golf X-ray Alpha good 
afternoon”.  With a notable tremor in my voice I 
returned “Good afternoon Cape Town, I am 
currently squawking 4720, may I have clearance 
to flight level 100?”  “Golf X-Ray Alpha climb to 
flight level 100 “.  I was relived that I was allowed 
into the airspace as earlier another glider had 
been denied entry.  A new world was opening up 
underneath me which would be an experience 
that is sure to live with me forever. 
 
This was a classic Worcester wave day and all 
my favorite wave bars were working.  Not long 
afterwards I was given clearance to FL190.  Later 
when the controller wished me luck and said that 
his shift was over, I told him that I was making an 

mpeg movie of the flight and gave him my cell 
number.   
 
Soon I was above the Hex River valley climbing 
steadily past 20 000 feet.  Once I was sure I had 
my Diamond in the bag, I flew back into the 
Worcester valley, circling to lose height in order to 
get in under the TMA, at the same time enjoying 
the breath-taking beauty at minus 15°C.  
Unfortunately my battery had become low, 
making communications with ATC difficult. 
 
Landing on the cross runway after an extremely 
turbulent circuit, the wind was so strong that I had 
to wait for assistance.  Later that night I received 
an sms saying “Congratulations on 20 000ft!  Dick 
Stevens, Approach Control Cape Town.”  I still 
have this message on my mobile as a souvenir of 
the experience.  Two days later I stopped over at 
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Cape Town ATC and met Dick and his 
colleagues.  More of this later. 
 

 
Adriaan’s LAK 17 with the Hex River Valley lenticulars in the background 

 
Another two weeks flashed past and it was again 
a Worcester wave day.  I was number four to 
launch and reports were coming through that 
gliders we getting strong climbs in the wave.  This 
time I was ready for it. 
 
This particular day had the strongest lift I have 
ever experienced on Victoria Peak, but I could 
hear that other gliders were having problems 
entering controlled airspace and were being 
restricted to FL75.  At Slanghoek I called ATC to 
ask for clearance but was also denied entry.  It 
later turned out that there was a radio problem at 
ATC and they were having difficulty 
communicating with us.  Being denied access at 
Slanghoek, I headed next for the Hex River valley 
to escape the shackles of ATC.  Immediately on 
arrival at Matroosberg I was climbing in strong 
wave and at FL120 I switched on the oxygen.  
Here a problem appeared, as I could not reach 
my mask which had been stowed behind my 
head.  After numerous attempts I gave up and 
returned to the Worcester valley, flying in 7 m/s 
sink in order to get back under the TMA. 
 
The next day I phoned Dick Stevens at ATC but 
unfortunately he was on voice mail, so I left a 
message for him.  Next day he replied, offering to 
let me join him at ATC so I could see what 
happens “on the other side” and discuss our 
problems with him. 
 
Therefore the real objective of this article is to 
attempt to highlight the issues that we as glider 
pilots experience when attempting to fly in 
controlled airspace, plus the issues experienced 
by the Controllers at Cape Town Approach.  I 
arrived at ATC just before midday and soon 
afterwards was seated at the desk, complete with 
headset, listening to the communications between 
Approach and the aircraft traffic.  Dick gave me a 
thorough overview of the operation and showed 
me how he brought in the heavy metal. 
 
Broaching our own issues, he stressed firstly that 
the most important issue to ATC was safety.  The 

problems of the previous Sunday had been 
unusual and I was fortunate to speak to one of 
the controllers that had been on duty then.  The 
reason that we had been prevented from 
communicating with ATC on 119.7 had been a 
problem of spurious radio transmissions on that 
frequency.  They had therefore switched to 119.5, 
a local emergency transmitter situated at Cape 
Town International, and not the usual one on the 
mountain top.  This reduced the operating range.  
We gliders only transmit five watts maximum, so 
it’s pushing things to get 50 miles of range.  In 
addition, there was low level traffic in the area 
that Sunday morning at FL85, so we could only 
get FL75, because of the need for 1000’ vertical 
separation.  Dick went on to explain that if they 
can’t communicate properly with us for any 
reason, we will not be allowed into controlled 
airspace.  He also emphasized that without a 
transponder you will have virtually no chance of 
entering controlled airspace. 
 
We discussed various scenario’s and one of them 
was my old enemy, the flat battery.  Dick told me 
that in this situation, it would be necessary to 
descend and then phone ATC to inform them that 
the aircraft is down and safe.  It is important for 
Worcester Ground to contact ATC every 
morning before flying commences on a wave 
day.  Fortunately if ATC has a problem with a 
glider they now have a contact number for us. 
 
Now note this… I normally wait until I get well 
established in lift and am at about 8000’ before I 
switch on my transponder - this is wrong!  The 
best is to call ATC first, or even better to file a 
flight plan, but always switch on the transponder 
as soon as possible.  The moment ATC notes the 
position of the aircraft they will soon see from it’s 
speed and location that it’s a glider.  The 
controller will immediately start to route aircraft 
around you.  When you get to 8500’ he will be 
ready for you.  I was told that if you are denied 
access to controlled airspace, you could ask the 
controller if you may call again in 15 minutes.  
The access denial may be because he is very 
busy or there could be other aircraft in the vicinity. 
 
Thus I spent two very informative hours with Dick 
and his colleagues at ATC. 
 
Finally I would like to say that the controllers at 
ATC are a friendly, accommodating and 
professional outfit.  They have extended the hand 
of friendship to us and it is up to us to take it 
further, and in this context I have offered them 
flights in the Lambda to facilitate exposing them 
to our soaring environment.  It is important for us 
to use this opportunity to bring them closer to an 
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understanding of what our soaring pursuits are all 
about.  This way they will get a better 
understanding of our operations at Worcester 
which will hopefully pave the way to our future 
access to controlled airspace.  It would be nice if 

the DG500 owners would be kind enough to offer 
them glider flights, especially in wave.  The 
committee would also do well to sponsor them 
some flights in GOK. 

From the CFI 
Nicky Oberhofer 

Congratulation to June Sterling and Riaan van 
Deventer on going solo.  Also congratulations to 
Ari Cotton, Kevin Mitchell and Piet Marais on 
achieving Silver height.  Further congratulations 
to Kevin Mitchell on his Five hours and to 
Adriaan Hepburn on his Diamond height.  Well 
done all you achievers! 
 
Again I have to talk about indemnity forms.  It’s 
important that all visitors who come for 
introductory flights fill in an indemnity form 
(temporary membership form), which are 
available in book format.  These have two sides 
to them and the visitor must fill in both sides 
before handing it to the duty pilot.  One half must 
then be torn off on the perforation and given back 
to the visitor, who in turn must hand it to the 
instructor, or air experience instructor, who is 
going to conduct the flight.   This also applies to 
all motor gliders, both club owned and privately 
owned.  Please will all private owners of self-
launching motor gliders and touring motor gliders 
make sure their guests fill in an indemnity form 
before the flight.  The club will provide you with a 
book of indemnity forms to make it easier, so 
please co-operate and don’t forget.  No 
temporary membership, no flight. 
 
By the time you read this, the ab-intio course will 
have ended.  I would like to say a big thank you to 
Mark Siegelberg and all the instructors and tug 
pilots involved.  Thanks also to Janine Siegelberg 
who did the catering for the course.  There  were 
twelve student pilots participating. 
 
More thanks must go to the following instructors 
who helped out with lectures for the GPL course 
we ran recently: they are Reinhold Lawrenz, Mark 

Siegelberg, Randy Cullen and Ian Forbes - thank 
you chaps for all for your help. 
 
A few reminders regarding the launch point.  
Always remember to lock a canopy, and never 
leave it open.  Always keep the into wind wing 
down, place a tyre underneath it and at least one 
tyre on top.  Pilots must please remember to 
make a radio call before entering the runway 
before takeoff.  The ground crew must please 
always push the glider in line with the runway 
lights, and never behind them, before 
commencing the launch. 
 
Radio procedure is something that continues with 
a very poor standard in our club and giving our 
pilots and club a really bad name.  Part of the 
problem is all the chatter which occurs on 124.80.  
The TIBA frequency 124.80 is not a chat 
frequency - it is a general broadcast airband 
frequency.  Please refrain from chatting on the 
radio - the whole of the south western Cape can 
hear you!  This includes the duty pilots.  Don’t ask 
who the next pilot is over the radio, this is very 
bad practice.  Find out beforehand.  I have 
overheard some pilots making comments on the 
radio regarding certain issues.  If you have got 
something like this to say, please do not say it 
over the radio.  Rather go and discuss it rationally 
with the pilot concerned on the ground. 
 
Good luck to Cornelius von der Heyden, Peter 
Farrell and Rob Tiffin who have gone to compete 
in the Gauteng Regionals. 
 
Safe flying, 
Nicky 

 

Namibia visit 
Andries Siebold 

From the Highveld Flyer, September 2003 

I would like to share some of my experiences on 
my recent trip to Namibia, where I flew with our 
Janus SX.  At the South African border we were 
asked to produce a permit which apparently 
allows us to drive on the South African roads with 
a vehicle and trailer combination weight being 

higher than 3000 kilograms.  I did not quite 
believe the official that such a permit is necessary 
or even exists.  He told me that he would like to 
write a R1000.00 fine.  He stood there with his 
hand open, most probably expecting me to give 
him a bribe.  I told him to write out the fine, which 
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I would pay on my return.  He let me go without 
writing out a fine.  I have now subsequently 
phoned the Road Transportation Board in 
Pretoria, under the telephone number of 012 303 
0838.  I spoke with Mr. Hendrick Mokophela.  He 
works in the abnormal loads division.  He assured 
me that no such permit exists or is applicable if 
the vehicles are adequately licensed. 
 
Our next experience was just past Kang in 
Botswana.  A little stone bounced off the front of 
the trailer, hitting our back window.  This 
completely shattered the back window.  I luckily 
had installed a Klingshield membrane, preventing 
the window from falling out.  The windscreen had 
completely shattered into million little pieces.  The 
lesson learned from this is that when you drive a 
4 by 4 or a bus with a flat window at the back, you 
need to put a device in front of the flat surface of 
the trailer, similar to the off-road trailers have 
these days, to prevent this kind of stone damage. 
 
We then proceeded through to where the 
Bitterwasser (Pokweni) Gliding Club is situated.  
Their farm is about 30 kilometres northwest of the 
Bitterwasser Farm, where originally all gliding 
took place.  Pokweni is a very well equipped farm, 
run by the Van der Merwes.  The accommodation 
is new, modern and very comfortable.  The farm 
is very clean.  The pan is one kilometre in length, 
having a runway across it of over two kilometres 
in length.  It is really a pleasure taking off or 
landing on the smooth pan.  The weather is pretty 
harsh, with strong winds, strong thermals, sand 

storms, mixed with beautiful days.  Gliding there 
was a real experience. 
 
There is one experience I would like to share, 
perhaps we can all learn from it.  A DG 800 had 
launched at Bitterwasser 40 minutes previously.  
He flew upwind, towards the hanger and the 
windsock, turning at the windsock at about 400 
feet.  He then flew his down wind.  At that stage, 
he opened the motor, wanting to start it and 
thereby stay in the air.  The fuse tripped when the 
motor was out about 90 percent.  This pilot could 
not diagnose the problem and did not have time 
to do so.  He then proceeded to land across the 
pan with a pretty strong tailwind.  This all 
happened so quickly, that he did not even have 
time to take out the wheel.  He did a belly landing, 
luckily not damaging anything.  I watched this 
together with Walter Binder.  We both feel that 
this pilot, a highly experienced pilot flying in world 
champion ships for his country, was on a mission 
to kill himself.  I think that only his experience and 
good reflex reactions prevented him from 
spinning and killing himself.  
 
Jos van der Merwe sent me an e-mail, saying 
there is still some space and accommodation 
available for local pilots.  The accommodation, 
including full board, costs R300 per person, per 
day.  Fees for the airfield and the weather are 
minimal.  Anyone wishing to go or needing more 
info can contact me on 082 992 8452 or 011 486 
3568. 

 

Tanqua Camp  

To those who have booked, don’t forget the 
Tanqua camp at Oudebaaskraal on the 24th – 26th 
October.  There may be room for some more 

campers if anyone is interested.  It’s rumoured 
that for the lighter gliders, car launching (WITH a 
snake) will be made available. 

 

End of Year Gliding Camps 
 
Amongst our members, Mike Pascoe has booked 
for Soaring Safaris at Bloemfontein, Chris Way is, 
as usual, going to spend two weeks at Gariep, 
and some of the competition junkies will no doubt 

participate in the National Championship at 
Bloemfontein.  However, it does not seem that 
there will be an away club camp this year.  Is this 
due to lack of interest? 

Bungy launch? 

Cyril George sent me an article from the 
Shropshire Star by their journalist Lembit Opik, on 
the subject of gliding (of course!) at the Midlands 
Gliding Club on the Long Mynd.  It’s interesting to 
read an outsider’s view of gliding and I quote: 
 

“Gliding is a funny kind of sport, because, despite 
involving aircraft, it involves no engine once 
you’re in the air.  The launch usually involves 
being towed up to about 1200 feet on the end of a 
cable, which is wound in by a motor at the far end 
of the airfield.  So, for half a pint of petrol, you’re 
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up, and then it’s down to your ability and the 
forces of nature how long you can stay there – 
but five hour flights are quite common. 
 
The weirdest way to get aloft is with a “bungee 
launch”. 
 
Here’s how it works.  You get in the glider, and 
then it’s towed to the edge of a cliff.  A big elastic 
band is then attached to the front of the glider (I’m 
not making this up, by the way). 
 
Three people pull each end of the elastic band ‘till 
it’s quite tight. 
 

At that moment, the glider releases it’s brakes 
and gets yanked off the edge of the cliff… and 
you’re flying. 
 
The Midland Gliding Club is the only place on the 
planet that does bungee launches, and even 
there the wind has to be just right for it to be 
possible.  I doubt it will catch on.” 
 
The author almost got all his facts right, but as far 
as “catching on” is concerned, bungy launching 
was first done 80-odd years ago at the 
Wasserkuppe (possibly even earlier), and in many 
countries including England after that, but we’ll 
excuse this little slip… (Ed). 

A Social Evening at Worcester 
 
Reserve this date!  On 11th October there will 
be a social evening with a spit roast and salad, 
held at the clubhouse at Worcester.  This is an 
occasion to bring the girl friend, wife, children, or 
aunt Jemima, and have a good time.  There are 

one or two huts available if you would like to stay 
over.  Further information, including the cost, will 
be e-mailed to members soon.  Any inquiries can 
be addressed to the organiser, Roger Tipping, 
on 021 553 1281 (at home). 

Krautkoerant smalls 
Wanted: 
Grob 109 motor glider. 
Cash buyer (not syndicate) is looking for a well-kept example with up to date AD’s.  Contact Peter Wooley on 021 487 2451 (w), 021 686 3883 (h) 
or e-mail peter.wooley@capetown.gov.za 
For sale: 
Citabria 7KCAB ZS-NIG 1972 
4234 Total time, 1292 Since Major Overhaul, newly overhauled propeller.  This aerobatic aircraft is in very neat condition. 
For contact see under Standard Cirrus, below: 
Scheibe “ Motorfalke”  SF25D ZS-UUA 
1969 model, 2559 hours,15 hours on new engine, standard flight instruments, asking R180,000, currently owned by Cape Gliding Club and based 
at Worcester Airfield.  For contact see under Standard Cirrus below: 
Standard Cirrus ZS-GIG 
1969 model, 1695 hours/1157 launches.  Standard flight instruments, Ilec SB8 computer (vario with averager and final glide), Dittel 720 channel 
radio, Winter mechanical vario, oxygen system, parachute, enclosed aluminium trailer.  Asking R95,000.  Currently owned by Cape Gliding Club 
and based at Worcester Airfield. 
Contact either Graham Anderson on 021 975 3498, 083 450 4525 
or Randal Cullen 021 425 1990, 082 370 0317, fax 021 425 1999 
or e-mail sec@cgc.org.za 
Ventus B 
Registration ZS-GRC, previous competition number F1.  Immaculate condition, full instruments including GPS NAV, LNAV and logger.  Cobra trailer 
and full tow out gear included.  Price: R355 000.00.  Contact Sean 082 783 5789. 
Cirrus 75 
Registration ZS-GJF, previous competition number F2.  Immaculate condition, full instruments including GPS NAV and Cambridge final glide 
computer.  Trailer and full tow out gear included.  Price: R150 000.00.  Contact Sean 082 783 5789. 
ICOM transceivers 
ICOM A4E (com only radio - no VOR) R2282.84; ICOM A5 (com only radio - no VOR) R2643.68 incl VAT. 
Check specs http://www.icomamerica.com/avionics/index.html Also Volksloggers at reasonable prices. Contact Randy 021 425 1990 (w). 
To rent: 
Hut at Worcester 
Large hut to rent at Worcester airfield, basic accommodation with nice view over the runway towards Queen Victoria Peak.  R66/night.  Contact 
Peter Wooley 487 2451(w) or 686 3883(h) or peter.wooley@capetown.gov.za 
 

 

Next Krautkoerant: 
Special thanks to Reinhold Lawrenz, Adriaan Hepburn, Quinton Hoole (for Reinhold’s map)  

and Nicky Oberhofer for yet another Krautkoerant. 
Deadline for the December Krautkoerant is Friday 21st November. 
Editor: Peter Wooley , ph 686 3883 (h), 487 2451 (w) or fax 487 2592;  

e-mail peter.wooley@capetown.gov.za 
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