June 2003

1000km from Worcester! Reinhold Lawrenz and
Martin Grinert have lots to smile about, as Pam
Way presents them with the award for the “Most
Meritorious Flight” at this year’'s Annual General
Meeting in Pinelands. Well done both of you!

The question now being posed is: “What will they
achieve next?” If Klaus Ohlmann can fly 3000km in
the South American wave, why can’t 1000km be
achieved in the Worcester winter wave system?
Watch this place in the next Krautkoerant.

From the Chairman

Randal Cullen

This is the first report from the new (2003/2004)
committee of the CGC. As such there is little by way
of a track record to brag about or apologize for. Let
me therefore start by introducing the new committee
members and, where responsibilities have been
assigned, what those are.

Randal Cullen, Chairman, WFC Liason Committee,
Instructor, (Tow Pilot)

Sarel Oosthuizen, Secretary

Graham Anderson, Treasurer

John Spargo, Director of Maintenance, Tow Pilot
Cornelius Von Der Heyden, Special Flying Activities,
Duty Pilot

Peter Farrel, Huts and Hangars, Duty Pilot

Roger Tipping, Extrardinary Member, Duty Pilot

Nicky Oberhofer(ex Officio committee member), CFI,
Flying Panel

Special Appointment: Dave Starke, WFC Liason
Committee, Tow Pilot

The positions of Secretary, Treasurer and Director of
Maintenance are considered, at least by this
committee, to be onerous enough on their own to
warrant removing these individuals from the duty
roster. John Spargo has waived this offer and will
continue to act as a regularly rostered tow pilot. As
indicated, the remaining committee members will
continue to act in their regular slots for their respective
duties.

According to the constitution (Cloudbase, Chap. 20),
the main objective of the club is to ‘...carry on, support
and popularize sport flying’ with some subsidiary
objectives being: (in brief)

-To buy, sell, exchange or let on hire aerial
conveyances of every kind.’

-To provide...accommodation, facilities and
amenities...as may assist (objectives)’

-To conduct, arrange, promote or participate in
...rallies, comps, etc.’

-To invest and apply any monies not immediately
required ...’

-To raise, borrow or apply for monies for club
purposes’

...and so on.

A committee is elected or appointed by the
membership to act on their behalf in ‘the entire
direction, management and control of the club...’
according to the precepts of the constitution. This
mandate includes the following requirements of the
committee,

-“To make, amend or repeal rules necessary for the
conduct and management of club affairs.’

-“To prescribe the standard of conduct of members,
and to impose fines for breaches’

This is all incredibly high sounding. One may be
forgiven for asking why a bunch of otherwise free-
spirited individuals who congregate at airstrips and
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enjoy talking about, anticipating or undertaking un-
powered aviation, would spend the time it must have
taken to concoct such a set of rules and guidelines.
The simple answer is that their experience dictated it
was necessary.

Although you find yourself alone in the cockpit and
making important decisions without the benefit of
second opinions or sage advice, gliding, unlike knitting,
bicycle riding, free climbing or any other solo activity
you might care to mention, requires an infrastructure of
co-operating individuals to support it. Unfortunately
co-operation, beyond that necessary to ensure your
own needs are met, does not come naturally.
Interactions are always fraught with incompatibilities,
divergent interests, different value sets and downright
dislike. Only experience teaches the benefits that can
be realized by a group co-operating around a set of
objectives, the idea that the whole can be greater than
the sum of the individual parts.

The committee is meant to ensure that the largest
number of individuals derives the maximum personal
benefit from this magical sport of ours. To do this well,
the committee needs as much input from the
membership as possible.

Bound together as we are by those aspects of
personality, upbringing or circumstance that made us
want to be pilots in the first place, we form an
extended and often dysfunctional family. Extended
within and beyond this little grouping called the CGC to
include glider clubs and pilots everywhere that share
your vocabulary, experience and goals. Dysfunctional
to the extent that there are those members you seek
out, those you tolerate and, if you're at all normal,
those you'd rather avoid completely. There are rules
you respect, rules you pay lip service to and rules you
actively campaign against and probably transgress at
every opportunity.

So, in summary, hello from the 2003-2004 committee.
Our objectives for the club and the individuals that
comprise it are presented in the club’s constitution.
We take the job seriously and request your co-
operation as we undertake the not unsubstantial task
of achieving the goals and objectives set out for us.

And please remember, especially in those moments of
extreme unction that occur from time to time when you
are thwarted in your attempts to pursue your God-
given and club-supported right to go for a simple
%$"&$#!! @#+*& flight by some or other individual bent
on similar though somehow divergent ends, you can
choose your friends but you can’t choose your family.

Special Thanks:

An extra special Thank You Very Much for contributing
your personal time and special skills to the
maintenance of flying club activities and equipment,
over and above that asked for of flying members. This
month’s stars include:

Henry Barnes: Thanks for your hard work, blood,
sweat and tears expended in completing this task on
behalf of the club for the last year. We are also
grateful for your contributions to the installation of
Garth Milne as your successor, now let's see you do
more flying.

Allison Navaro: Thanks Allison for assisting Henry
and offering to assist Garth Milne in the Chief Duty
Pilot role. Your continuing contributions to this role are
greatly appreciated.

Gareth Flowerday: Gareth is a new member and
closely related to another local hero, Dave Starke, to
whose daughter he is married. Gareth is a PhD
student in Engineering at UCT and applied his special
skills to completing repairs to the winch. Thanks again
Gareth.

Yogi De Beer: A new RV! Thanks Yogi for the
donation of a VW Beetle for conversion to a new RV,
and congratulations on becoming one of the proud
new owners of an RF5. We hope flying it will bring you
out to the club more often (the RV conversion has
been taken on by Coen Marais).

Horst Mucke: Does anyone take his work more
seriously? Horst has had his head buried in the
entrails of the RV for more than two weeks. Like the
MIV repair, one thing seems to be leading to another.
Horst is donating his skills and time to a complete
overhaul of the RV engine and running gear. Please
give him every assistance (without interrupting him too
much!) Thanks Horst.

Chief Duty Pilot: Garth Milne has agreed to assume
the role of Chief Duty Pilot and has already begun
computerizing the duty roster. Watch for the results of
the first run of this program in the July to September
duty roster. Apparently it is programmed to assign
extra duty to those who leave articles lying at the
launch point, hangars unlocked and paper work
unfinished on their special day.

WGC Liaison Committee: The Liaison committee for
co-operation between the WGC and CGC has been
formed for this year. Reps are Dave Starke and
Randal Cullen for the CGC and Erwin Foce and Peet
Dippenaar from the WGC. Our first meeting will be
scheduled soon to begin dealing with runway,
clubhouse repair, shared facility and new facilities
issues.

SAMBA Purchase: As you will have seen by e-mail or
posted on the committee board in the clubhouse, we
have deferred this purchase. We will continue to
market the ear-marked aircraft and keep you posted
on developments in the possible acquisition of a new
ultra light tug.

More next KK.
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The Worcester News

Peter Wooley

Some might not know that it's André Leeb-du Toit
who updates and maintains our web site
www.cgc.org.za. Part of this involves the continuous
uploading of all flight times. André has offered to
provide pilots with a complete copy of flight times for
2002 in Excel format, which you can then re-arrange to
suit your own needs. Should anyone be interested,
please contact André directly.

Grob have recently put out an urgent AD concerning
nearly all Twin Astirs, requiring that the various
maximum speed limitations be reduced on account of
fuselage strength. Members can relax as this does not
seem to concern our “old” series one Astir.

William Whittaker’'s description of his first cross-
country flight, which follows this column, makes good
reading, and should be of particular interest to those
who have not yet achieved their Silver distance.
Consider for instance that Reinhold and Martin have
recently achieved 1000km, and then consider that a

Silver distance was once a big hurdle for both these
pilots as well. Each one of us has started out small in
the world of soaring, and the Silver distance can often
be the catalyst which produces the continuing passion
of the life-time cross-country soaring addict. | hope
this is some measure of encouragement to the low-
time pilots and even those who have not yet gone solo.
Soaring is a long haul but the rewards are waiting for
you out there!

On behalf of the private pilots I'd like to thank
Reinhold Lawrenz for the generous offer to replenish
our on-board O, supplies. There have also been
reports of very good service from Orca in Claremont
from two of our members.

Please will you all consider writing something now for
the next edition, as | know from sitting round the bar at
Worcester that many of you have good stories to tell
with regard to your gliding exploits.

My First Cross Country Flight

William Whittaker

After having gone solo and completing my five hour
flight and height gain all within two months, | spent
almost nine months trying for my 50km cross country.
Despite this frustration, the continuous attempts | had
at completing this goal gave me valuable experience
for when | actually did the flight. It's quite odd how
these things can sneak up on you - | had got so used
to not being able to get away that | wasn’t 100 percent
serious about attempting my distance flight when it
happened. Still, | had a barograph with me, and after
Nicky's request that | shouldn’t try anything unless
above 5000ft, | released on the Audenberg at 3300ft.

At points it was quite tricky to gain height but after
about 20 minutes of trying, | got to 5500ft. After
deciding about where | could get to next, | jumped the
gap where the N1 goes to De Doorns onto the
Keeromsberg to join Rob Tiffin and Trevor Johnson (I
think it was them), and from there explored the ridge
towards Robertson. After seeing my fellow pilots turn
back, | decided to press on, especially since | was
managing to maintain my 5500ft, and before | knew it |
was overhead Robertson. One thing that struck me
was what a novel experience it was to be giving radio
calls on 126.5 and having to remember how to give
TIBA broadcasts like we were all taught in the radio
course!

The lift was improving at Robertson and from there |
managed to maintain 6000ft towards Ashton. The
Montagu gap was tricky. The few times | tried to cross
it | lost considerable height, and at that point | decided
“nothing ventured, nothing gained”, and put the nose
down towards the ridge beyond. It got very difficult at
Bonnievale and | found myself just maintaining the

4000ft | was now left with. The lift was very patchy,
and each time | tried to thermal in the bubbles of lift |
still just maintained altitude. | knew at this point | was
going to outland. The many outlandings | had
practiced in the Motorfalke at Swellendam under the
instruction of Colin Langridge gave me great
confidence, and | simply started looking at what fields
might be suitable

Nevertheless | continued to push towards Swellendam,
flying fast through the patches of sink, and trying to
maximize the lift, bearing in mind the advice lan
Forbes had given me to press on rather than turn
back, since it's more likely to find lift ahead, than in the
sink you've just left behind! At 2000ft | finally decided
it was time to actually outland, so | left the ridge with
it's marginal lift for the valley, where | prepared my
circuit with good discipline over my field of choice. |
think that above all things, it is this that made it such a
textbook outlanding. In addition, the field | ended up in
was right next to the R60 by the intersection with the
road to Drew, with good road access and extremely
easy directions to explain to my recovery crew of Brett
Kuyper and a pax friend.  After getting out of the
glider, quite excited by the whole experience, | realized
the reason for my trouble in actually completing the
last 15km to Swellendam was that | had been flying
into a 40kph south easter!

After enlisting the help of a local who thought a plane
had crashed, we managed to get the glider quite easily
packed away, only to get the trailer stuck in a ditch
with both ends fast, and the wheels over the ditch! It
took as long to get the trailer unstuck, involving
unloading the glider, as it had to pack it in the first
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place! Celebratory beers were enjoyed by a few bar
stalwarts after the surprisingly long drive back. Funny
how far you can get in an airplane in two and a half
hours!

The only advice | could give low-hour pilots like myself
is to “go for it”, and not be scared but also not to take

unnecessary risks. It really is an amazing experience
to be out there on your own and away from the
comforts of the airfield surrounds. Also in the words of
Ed, “be prepared and be an opportunist” - have the
trailer and your retrieve crew ready so you can take
advantage of the conditions when they arise, and keep

trying!

Another Easter At Uitzicht

(The Free State Regionals)

Sven Olivier

Thursday morning, well before the crack of dawn, I
was en route to collect O2. The short term weather
forecast for the Welkom area looked promising —
reaching 31°C on Monday — cloudy with light winds.
Life, however, was not without its complications — |
was on standby to fly back from Bloemfontein in the
event of a certain professional problem blowing up.
Also, on Wednesday, we'd received very bad news
about my father's health — | would have to drive him
and my mother down to Cape Town on the following
Tuesday. Late that evening, after a stop-over in
Bloemfontein, | arrived at Welkom where Dieter guided
me to the comfort of their home. Both Karla and
Heinie were still up — eager to see the visitor. Mitsie,
Dieter’s wife, showed me to my quarters and | was off
to dreamland.

Day 1

After rigging and ballasting, the task was announced at
the 10h30 pilots’ briefing - a shortish 167km racing
task around three turn points. Mindful of the weak
weather and the probable early shutdown I, together
with quite a few others, started shortly after the gate
had opened. It was blue to the north, weak and tricky.
After turning at Kroonstad we headed south. Over
Henneman a convergence area had developed,
stretching from east to west, which gave some good
climbs under well defined cu. Leaving a little too short
of cloud base | headed towards the second turn point
covered in the shadows of high cirrus, dashing right
back on the McCready setting and dumping some
water. The cirrus blanketed the sky with no life
underneath. Down, down through the dead air...
then... a wisp forming to the right of track. LG turning
further to the left and closer to the turn point but I,
together with a few others head to the wisps. The air
seems to be buoyant and | start turning in 0,5-0,8m/s
in a steadily growing gaggle. When it starts breaking
up | head for the turn point, 15km away, and then turn
back, gliding in to join below H8. Up, up again, slowly,
with LG and OG just slightly above me. They go, still
not high enough - two, three more turns (unnecessary)
and off | go too. Onwards around the turn at
Ventersburg and onto Uitzicht for a direct landing. The
results are close, but those who had started later, do
better. In retrospect, the low risk decision to go early
did not pay as many dividends, but the points penalty
was not that high and perhaps, given the choice again,
I would still go with the early option.

Day 2

Better weather, but only marginally so, is expected.
An assigned area task with two sectors to the east and
a turn point to the north is set. Good cu’s are
observed early on, building in the east and it is quickly
apparent that the 2h30 is going to be too much for the
maximum task distance of about 260km.

Dieter and | flew off to the south of the first sector with
a huge blue hole in it and find some whopping
thermals at the edge of the blue. We glide into blue to
the edge of the southern sector and glide back in air
that carries well. After the turn it's a straight race back
through the sector, to the eastern edge of the second
sector and a run to the third turn point in some really
strong thermals. | break off a +3m/s climb under the
airway and head into the turn point north of Kroonstad
and back home via Geneva.

We did 252km in just over two hours, and back on the
ground feel very happy. Our joy, however, was
misplaced, as the maximum distance achieved (and
hence) the ground speed over 2h30 was 13km further.
If everyone comes home under the time, the maximum
distance wins the day - your own actual cross country
speed relative to anyone else’'s becomes quite
irrelevant.

Day 3

Mindful of the previous day, the sectors for today are
far bigger and extend further east, 90km from Senekal
right into the Drakensberg mountains. | play around
with the mobile turn points and select a 400km task,
with the first turn point to the south east of Bethlehem
at Clarence, at the edge of the first sector, and at
Koppies, the northern most edge of the second sector.

Dieter, Pieter and | start together and in the run to
Senekal, LG is with us, leading us. We could see AG
and 2T going more south than us, but | firmly stick to
the adage “follow the energy” -in this case both the
clouds and LG - and it really works well. In the last
climb at the end of the first leg (at +3m/s) | marvel at
the beauty of the Eastern Free State. “If we go south
we can make Queenstown quite easily”. | announce to
H8 and LEO - “Stick to the task” comes the sharp
retort. To the edge of the sector - and the GPS, like an
old clock, sticks on 88,4km. The track reflects that |
flew 3km beyond the 90km edge equalling a loss of
6km (or 2kph over the three hour task), leaving aside
the further 200m height or so that | had to regain.
Back to the last cloud to join under H8. LG had
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already turned somewhere behind me and was
heading north.

| keep more to the left of track than H8 and pick up a
really good energy line - somewhere beyond (to the
north of) Bethlehem | loose the plot somewhat - but a
quick regroup in a slowish 2.2m/s thermal gets me
going again and the energy line pushes me. | overtake
LG somewhat below me and can see him, 2T and AG
at various stages. Close to the northern edge of the
second sector | climb under a devilish cloud with OG
above me. Now | make another mistake. | keep
heading north-west even though | see OG heading
home with a good line of energy opening him. | had
achieved a second length task speed of 137kph and
now, at cloud base, all | had to do was to go home with
him - what folly on my part. With the day dying | end
up very slow on the third leg and, together with LEO -
who runs away from me beautifully on the way home.
| still end up third for the day, which is a real bonus if |
consider all the mistakes | have made.

Day 4

A racing task of 356km, is set with much the same
weather as predicted yesterday. | start with LEO at the
same time as H8 with whom | join up half way to
Senekal. The air carries well and the pace is
ferocious. We have a slightly slow second leg where
LG and OG catch up with us (they started 3-4 minutes
after us). From now on till Wesselsbron and short of
Geneva | managed to stay in touch, but once again
loose out on the final glide. | had set the anticipated
across country speed at 120kph and still finish 20
minutes ahead of schedule with a speed of 143kph.
2T takes the day at a blistering 154kph.

Tuesday I'm driving down to Cape Town with my
parents. Wednesday and Thursday will be decisive
days for them and we are quite apprehensive. Dad is
operated on on Thursday and it takes longer than
planned. The doctor informs us that all went well and
according to plan and that prognosis is good. On
Friday my dad looks healthy and assures me that “die
wa is deur die drif”, but Christelle comes down with flu.
It is all a little much and | try to change the flights, but it
proves impossible without forfeiting the fare, so at
15h00 on Friday afternoon I'm bound for Bloemfontein,
once again ready to turn back at the push of a button.

Dieter, Mitsie and Gerald show me the local sites at
Welkom, something that | will never forget but which
under the circumstances | did not fully take it in either.
There is a distinct bite in the air and it will be blue
tomorrow, Dieter predicts.

Day 5

It is blue. There is a fog when day breaks and the
ground is wet on the road between Welkom and
Henneman. They have had some three inches of rain
on Tuesday. A 206km task to the west-north
(Wesselsbron and Bothaville) with Geneva as control
point is set. We are reminded to keep clear of the
track at Pakisa. The thermals are weak and one or
two gliders land back. Blue is the word and it does not
really go higher than 11-1200 metres H8, LEO and |

start. We split up a bit going around Pakisa (me to the
south and they to the north) and join up south of
Odendaalsrust. Closer to Wesselsbron GD and 96 join
up with us. We glitter around the sky, chasing illusive
dust devils and congregate in each bit of lift. 96 stays
with us and, we learn later, relays information to our
pursuers. Around Bothaville airfield we turn (GD at the
wrong turn point in his GPS), but seeing where | turn,
follows me to make the turn correctly. They are all,
however, lower than H8 and | with LEO even higher
above us, having had a very high climb prior to
Bothaville. We glide on and close to the Sandriver we
get quite low. Dieter finds something and we all mill
around, GD and 96 far below us, clearly not in the
stronger lift we had found. Back to a 1000m and off
we set - sweeping the sky three abreast.
“Bubbling...bubbling” “going right” I, the glider in the
middle announces — what luck. The thermal of the
day, hitting 3m/s stages, taking us to 1600m. Another
big mistake - from there | should have flown the flight
as on final glide, but | mess about and try two thermals
short of Geneva, only to find the last good climb just
short of the turn. Another lost final glide!

Day 6

A repeat of day five, another 250km racing task - this
time Bothaville-Attie-Virginia-home.  The turn point
Attie would lead to some confusion, mixing it up with
Attie Jonker in WL.

The day looks weaker than day five and |, early on,
fully expect the cancellation. Once airborne it looks a
lot better and a big gaggle develops over the start line.
We (H8, LEO and | are positioned well) and | can see
LG taking an early start. The gaggle waits, and the
pressure builds to an unbearable tension as the day is
running out. Lima Golf has left but if you go now you
are the target and the others are the hunters.
Someone says “Lets go”. I've been there before and
reply “Hold - this is a Mexican shoot out”. Finally the
pressure is too much and 2T leads the group out of the
gaggle. The start line is bisected by the thermal and it
is quite simple with WinPilot to set the start correctly. |
wait another few turns before | start.

The tension is back, the speed is furious and we drive
ever lower to stay with our group and to get away from
our pursuers. We get separated somewhat, but short
of Bothaville we are all in the same thermal, including
the latest starter, OG. The chase continuous around
the sky to Attie. We run into weaker weather and
people are dumping water short of Kroonstad where
the gaggle builds up again “I can't stand this gaggle”
an exasperated gasp as a glider shoots off towards
Virginia. OG is with me as we run into Virginia. I'm
below glide slope, but catch up as we glide, then on
slope, then above slope. In touch I turn at Virginia and
onto final glide home - fourth for the day and the first
final glide I got right in some long, long time!

This is really a flying account only. The hospitality of
the GGC was once again unsurpassed by anything
anywhere else. Each evening supper was provided
and | need only mention the supreme pepper fillet
prepared by Robin Crabb for some 62 people who
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were expected. Robin, however, underestimated the
fame his recipe had achieved, and close to 100 people
had to be served — which was done without a hitch.
Mitsie also contributed twice, once with the delectable
chicken and later a goulash (which | unfortunately
missed, already on my way to Cape Town).

Randy, who was the other Capetonian present with me
no doubt can confirm the very special hospitality.

Once again | say thank you to Laurens, who acted as
CD, to the Heiriss family for accommodating me, to
GGC for hosting the contest, as well as all the pilots
with whom | flew. | also say thank you to my parents,
my wife and my two daughters.

CFIl’s column

Nicky Oberhofer

It's been a long time since the last KK and our editor is
back in action after his unplanned outlanding.
Congratulations to Kevin Mitchell and Andrew
Standring on going solo. Since then Kevin has
converted to the Single Astir. Also a big hand of
congratulations goes to Garth Milne who converted to
his own Cirrus. Well done all of you.

The club recently ran another ab-initio course from the
end of March through the beginning of April. We had
nine students attending the course, four of whom are
club members (June Sterling, Riaan van Deventer,
Andrew Standring, Tyrone Cluers), the other five
being absolute ab-intio’s (Barry Bey-Leveld, Johan
Gericke, Libbie Young, Chris Gippert and Gareth
Flowerday.) This is the first time that we have had a
100% success rate in that every one of the non-
member ab-initio students joined the club at the end of
the course.

A lot of people did a lot of work and all took time off
from what they usually do in order to make this course
happen - | therefore say a big “Thank you” to all the
following people:

Firstly Liani Rocha, who did a splendid job with the
catering and who gave us gourmet meals everyday.
Then the instructors, Andre-Leeb du Toit, Peter
Clemence, lan Vivian, Mark Siegelberg, Sven
Olivier and Martin Grunert. Also the tug pilots John
Spargo, Rien de Muijnk and Mark Siegelberg, as
well as duty pilots Alison Navaro and Nina Grunert.
Finally thanks also to Ed Verpraet for managing the
bar, managing the fuel and also helping out with the
times and finances. This course could not have been
a success without the help of all of you.

As everyone is hopefully now aware, the new SSSA
ARO status is in place and we are in the process of
updating all records and issuing new GPL's to
members. | have processed nearly 25 licenses so far.
If you have not completed your paperwork and as well

as a flight test, please get your documents to me
A.S.A.P so | can process them. Remember the cut-off
date is August 2003. By the time you read this you
would have already missed the cut-off date to get your
application in for free, so it will now cost you R50.00.

For those of you who still have to obtain a Class 4
medical, | would strongly advise that you go to a
DAME (Designated Aviation Medical Examiner) rather
than to your GP. It's not a requirement, and it may be
a little bit more expensive, but it would be better.

Please remember the SSSA requirement for flight
checks is every two years, but we are continuing to do
our usual club annual checks. If you are over 70 you
must have a bi-annual check flight (that's twice in
every year).

For all previously pax-rated pilots, note that the
requirement for a passenger rating has changed. All
passenger flights performed within a Club Operation
are deemed instruction flights introducing potential
new members to the sport of gliding. These potential
members must sign an SSSA Indemnity Form thus
making them a member of that club as well as the
SSSA for that day. All pilots who are not instructors
who wish to carry passengers must apply to the flying
panel for a “limited category” instructor’s rating. The
requirements are:

1. Valid GPL,
2. 100 hours and or 100 solo flights,
3. CFl approval

We are now entering a new season of wave flying.
Please make yourself familiar with the airspace in the
area and also make sure you are competent with
regard to landing in high winds. If you are not sure of
yourself, first go with an instructor to improve your
competence.

And remember - fly safely!

From the Secretary’s Desk

Sarel Oosthuizen

New members for this KK are Libby Young, Gareth
Flowerday, Chris Gippert, Johan Gericke, Barry
Bey Leveld, John Little, John de Beer, Mark
Hensman and Louis Viljoen.

The resignations are from Bob Barrett, Bram Wind and
Kathryn O@egan.

On the back page you will find the new official club
tariff list. ~ For your convenience keep it handy.
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Six Daysin the Free State
A Beginners Tale of Competition Soaring

Randal Cullen

Date Day | Task Way Points Time | Distance | Task

(available from SSSA Website) (hrs) | (kms) Type
April 18 1 GGC,Geneva,Welgelee, V'Burg, GGC n/a 119.8 Speed
April 19 2 GGC, Senekal, Steynsrus, W’leigh, Whites, GGC 2:00 220.33 Area*
April 20 3 GGC, Senekal, E'ville, Geneva, GGC 3:00 232.5 Area**
April 21 4 GGC, Senekal, Steynsrus, OD, Geneva, GGC n/a 252.12 Speed
April 26 5 GGC, Odendalsrus, Schuttesdraai, Geneva, GGC n/a 158.21 Speed
April 27 6 GGC, Schuttsdraai, W’leigh, Whites, GGC n/a 209.00 Speed
Total 1191.96

*Senekal 20km radius circle; Steynsrus 20km radius circle.

**Senekal Sector RdI1-050 deg., RdI2-090 deg, Max-R 90km; E'ville 30km radius circle

The great thing about a competition is that you don't
have to fret about what you might be going to try to do
that particular flying day. Some all seeing, all knowing
contest director does that for you, and more. At the
Free State contest you will also be provided with winds
and weather, hangar space (1800 sqm — 38 gliders, 8
trailers, one tow plane, two tractors, a lawn mower and
a winch, still room for 6 or more gliders — Dieter
Heiress, hangar packer extraordinaire), wing runners,
choice of launch position, free advice on all aspects of
airmanship, competition flying and history of SA
soaring, braais every night, breakfast every morning,
licorice, coca cola and so on. In other words, you got
a lot for the entry fee and we haven't even left the
ground yet. This is my own experience of the contest:

Day 1

No problemo, launch, remember to go into the low tow
position, release at 2000’ and orbit around waiting an
hour for every one else to launch and the start to be
announced. Problem — Blue Weather with a cloud
bank moving in from the north east. No problemo —
the day will probably be cancelled and we’ll start the
after flying festivities early. Problemo, the start gate
opens, somebody expects us to try to get around with
no thermals in site. This proves to be no problem until
the cloud bank moves in over turn point two and five of
us end up on the ground when the lift shuts off.

The WinPilot loses GPS signal near TP one so | end
up rebooting the computer a couple of times and
restarting the program and so on. [I've never read
about this in competition articles so | assume it has
never happened to a real competitor. The map comes
in handy for a while until the lift stops when other
concerns replace the need to navigate. A real
competitor stays on track, putting as much distance
into the logger as possible. | opt for saving the glider
and myself by diverting to an area with landable fields
to look for lift.

I end up in a small field and do half a ground loop in
loose dirt creating a wonderful spectacle for Laurens
Goudriaan, one of the 33 pilots who is flying by with
altitude in hand for a final glide. Another glider arrives
and begins to circle downwards for a landing.

Unfortunately this looks like an ASW27, the type flown
by Sven Olivier with whom | have a mutual retrieval
agreement. This may be a problemo. As it turns out it
isnt Sven. | meet Piet from Harrismith and Sven
arrives later with a trailer in tow and both gliders get
retrieved and we all make it back in time for the braai.
Result for day one — a 1/4" share of last place.

Day 2

Rigged, cockpit still has some Free State topsoil in it,
otherwise ready. This looks more like the text book
says it's supposed to. Cu’s start popping at 12:15, we
launch and the circling and waiting happens again.
This time, just before the start, nine or more gliders
decide to join me in my thermal. The site of that many
aircraft coming straight at you at various altitudes is
rather cathartic. My reaction is to leave this thermal as
soon as possible and get started.

The area task called means you choose how big a
flight in terms of km’'s you can make in the time
allowed. | start as soon as the gate opens and am
leading the entire competition for a minute or more. |
choose to fly around this task in the shortest possible
distance in order to minimize the chances of another
land out. After the allotted two hours | have gone
about half way around the route. With time expired, |
head back to land. WRONG! The learning has begun
finally. Read the rules before you start flying in
competitions! Result for day two — sole possession of
last place.

Day 3 and 4

It keeps happening! The cu’s start popping 15 minutes
before Laurens has called for the start and the
thermals are getting stronger every day. This is
fantastic stuff. WinPilot is working but my problem with
seeing the screen remains, so | miss sector
boundaries and turn points on both days. Result for
day three and four — sole possession of last place.

End of the first long weekend. There has been a braai
every night and great flying every day. The locals say
it's been better than usual for this time of year and its
good practice to fly in weak conditions. In order to
score you need to use only the fastest part of a
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thermal, fly as fast as possible between thermals
(McCready as a guide) and know the rules. So far I'm
enjoying the cross country but I've been flying around
completely alone and not even heard anyone on the
radio until they started calling for landing. There is
certainly a lot to learn.

Day 5

It's the following weekend. Seven pilots have not
returned in the club class so we're down to 10 pilots.
The weather is more wintry now, completely blue. We
push off and it isn't pretty. | bail (not literally!) after
taking an hour to go 50km and managing to struggle
up from 1000 feet agl at the turn point. In the end | fly
100km easily and the task is only 150. Quitting a task
is no fun at all, not recommended. Klaas Goudriaan
lays it on to myself and Rodney, two of the three
people who have returned. Never give up. This might
be good advice, you will certainly feel better if you end
up in a field while trying rather than back at home
trying to explain it all. Everyone who carried on gets
back except Walter Burki who landed out at the first
turn point. My struggle is good enough to win the six
pack.

Day 6

Bluer than day five if that is possible, but Laurens says
it will be stronger. We're off at noon and climbing in
half meter thermals to about 3000agl. Rodney and |
have agreed that there is no turning back today.
Surprisingly this makes everything easier, one decision
has already been made which simplifies the task and
reduces the load on the pilot. Its hard to find a thermal
before the start so large gaggles are forming, there are
a few complaints on the radio but its hard to tell
whether these are inspired by actual interference or
being out climbed. The gate opens and I'm off early
again, caught about half way to the first turn point by a
Libelle. Mr. Kienhoffer, leading the club class, is flying
with me. This is a change. We're staying more than
2000 ft agl for the most part. | lose sight of him at the
first turn point but pick up a trio of gliders flying
together and finding thermals for each other and using
mine from time to time. This goes on in to the second
turnpoint and then I'm alone again. Now the going
gets tougher, the lift is much weaker and the area we
are in, Kroonstad, is very green. It doesn't look like
good thermal generating country and it isn’t.

The 4 o'clock witching hour is approaching when no
more lift can be expected. Down to 1000agl and really
struggling in small weak thermals, climbing 500ft at
0.2m/s and pushing on to the next landable field.

There are other gliders around again and some are
also low. Finally, scratching around in a thermal at
Geneva, and climbing slowly to an altitude that will get
me back to the field, abandoning the remaining
turnpoint in the task. That height (2500 agl) is reached
and the thermal is getting stronger. Now I'm not alone
anymore. The Libelle is back and has brought
company. Four of the open class gliders have arrived
and are into the heart of the lift below me. Amazingly,
this thermal is getting stronger with altitude and gets
us all to final glide height for the remainder of the task.
A few landouts on the final leg to the home field
including Dick Bradley and lan Buchanan who were
both in the top three of their respective classes.

Day 6 on the grid, it doesn’t get any bluer than this!

What a great feeling to get around. My speed got
kiled by the struggle at Kroonstad which added at
least 45 minutes to my time and dropped my speed to
63kph. Laurens added another 100 point penalty for
another missed turnpoint (missed by 2.3km — | don't
believe it!) and instead of finishing second last for the
day | retain my position at the bottom of the log — good
for a six-pack of Castle.

Overall result, 2" last as the Lak 12 has opted to turn
back on the last two days. Apparently after their first
land out, retrieve crews became harder to find! This
could have something to do with the 300kg (at least! )
wings. Hard to believe a glider built of steel and lead
can fly that well! Overall outcome, total elation. | am
sure | enjoyed this more than anyone else who
entered.

See you in Jo’burg in September.

Our new responsibilities

Nicky Oberhofer

NEW GLIDER OPERATION PRECEDURES

The SSSA is now an approved ARO (Aviation
Recreation Organisation). The ARO follows from
procedures set out by the South African Civil Aviation
Authority (SACAA).

The Manual of Procedure is the Manual by which
gliding operates in South Africa as of February 2003.

As a consequence, some changes to our operation
have been made and are as follows:

GPL:

Glider Pilots are now trained on pure gliders or touring
motor gliders and the GPL is issued with the
appropriate ratings. For example, a student may be
trained to solo and receive his license on a touring
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motor glider only. This will mean that the license rates
him only for touring motor gliders. Should he wish to
be rated for pure glider, he will need to do the training
associated with either aerotow or winch launch
method.

The Glider Pilot License is valid for an indefinite period
provided that the pilot holds an appropriate valid
medical certificate, the appropriate ratings and can
demonstrate currency in flying gliders and undergoes a
flight test every two years.

The new requirements for a GPL are as follow:
Minimum age of 16 years.

Minimum of Class IV Medical Examination executed by
a General Practitioner

Restricted (or higher) Aeronautical Radiotelephone
Operator® License

Successful completion of all the practical and
theoretical exercises, both pre-solo and advanced
training as listed on the new SSSA Student Training
Log.

Successful completion of theoretical test papers
selected by the CFI from the Standard SSSA test
papers.

Flight test with an instructor with a Full Category
brevet, including oral and practical examination,
recorded on SSSA glider pilot test form.

Minimum total of 40 flights, including 20 solo flights
and 10 launches per launch method.

Minimum of 6 hours of solo flight of which 1 flight must
be of two hours minimum (engine off for touring motor
glider rating).

NOTE: All holders of a current GPL and members
who qualify for a GPL must apply without delay for
a new credit card format GPL and return their
previous GPL to the CFl or License Officer.

A: Applicants with previous valid and up-to-date
GPL must please contact the CFI with the following
documentation.

1. Completed GPL Application Form, signed by the
club CFI, with 2x ID photos

2. Copy of class IV medical certificate or higher

3. Glider Pilot test form and or Touring Motor glider
pilot test form signed by the examiner

4. Previous GPL (original)

5. Application fees (R50.00, required after May 2003)

6. Copy of Restricted Radio Operator® License or
higher

B: First time applicants will forward to the CFI.
For those pilots who may qualify please contact Nicky
Oberhofer for further information. The following is
required:

1. Completed GPL Application Form, signed by the
club CFI, with 2x ID pictures

2. Copy of class IV medical certificate

3. Copy of Restricted Radio Operator® License or
higher

4. Student Pilot License

5. Application fees (R50.00)
6. Glider Pilot test form, and or Touring Motorglider
pilot test form signed by the examiner.

All applicants must be current SSSA members.
By 31 August 2003 all pilots must have a new license.

GPL application form, glider, touring motor glider
pilot test form and Class IV medical form are
available from the SSSA website, Manual of
Procedure. Please return GPL forms to Nicky
Oberhofer with the relevant documentation.

AIRWORTHINESS INSPECTION:

The Approved Person inspects the glider in the
presence of the owner The SSSA Airworthiness
Report is completed by the Approved Person and
posted by the owner to the SSSA Technical Office
(P.O0. BOX 172, RIVER CLUB, 2149)

The SSSA Technical Office will issue an Authority to
Fly, and this is the legal document authorising the
aircraft to fly.

CLUB OPERATION:

All clubs must ensure the following:

1. The SSSA is in possession of a constitution for the
club

2. The club possesses a Manual of Procedure specific
to their airfield operation

3. The club is in possession of the SSSA Manual of
Procedure

4. Written confirmation that the club operates under
the definition and structure of a club and that it does
not operate for commercial gain.

TUG PILOTS:

Certain touring motor gliders licensed by the
manufacturer to tow gliders are now authorised to do
so, when flown by a tug pilot with either a PPL or a
GPL and the appropriate ratings.

LIMITED CATEGORY ASSISTANT
INSTRUCTOR:

Passenger rated pilots will be trained by the CFI to
perform the duties of a "limited category assistant
instructor". Passenger rated pilots@equirements are:
1. Valid GPL,

2. 100 hours and/ or 100 solo flights

3. CFl approval

PASSENGER CARRYING:

All flights performed within a Club Operation are
instruction flights introducing potential new members to
the sport of gliding. The potential members must sign
an SSSA Indemnity Form thus making him a member
of that club and the SSSA for that day. All pilots who
are not instructors who wish to carry passengers must
apply to the flying panel for a limited category
instructors rating.
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A Letter Home

Hi all,

Just back from a week away flying my glider in the
Free State Regionals, my first proper contest. |
managed to land out or miss a turn point on each of
the six days so finished dead last, but learned enough
that | may finish higher next time (September in
Jo’burg). It was all great fun with a BBQ every night
and great hospitality. We flew about 1200 km over the
six days of the contest, the weather was fantastic.

I had thought that landing out would be the biggest
adventure of the trip, meeting a 65 year old farmer and
his 35 year old fiance and his 35 year old kids, but that
turns out not to be the case. The trip home was where
the real stuff of story telling happened.

| left on a Sunday night after the awards ceremony,
hoping to make a shallow dent in the 10 hour drive
before completing the return trip on Monday, which
was a holiday, with plenty of time to rig the glider and
put it away in the hangar ready for the following
weekend.

| had been on the road about 20 minutes, checking the
glider trailer in the rear view every minute or so as the
road was rough and the trip just starting and for some
reason | was a bit apprehensive about it staying
attached to the vehicle.

This apprehension turned out to be well-founded. On
one check the glider was there and a minute later, a
check showed the trailer receding into the darkness
behind me with no bump or noise to indicate anything
had broken. | don®mind telling you that apart from my
house (just sold) the glider represents the largest
investment of my life. Watching it recede behind me in
its trailer, effectively an unguided missile travelling at
100 kph was rather numbing.

| slowed the 4x4 down as | watched the trailer make a
slight deviation off the road and into the ditch. This
was a secondary road so the ditch was shallow. Had I
been on the highway, such a manouevre would have
resulted in the trailer rolling over repeatedly until it ran
out of steam and a complete right off of everything
inside. As it happens the trailer tracked along in the
ditch, obscured slightly from view by tall grass growing
up to the side of the road. | could see the top of the
trailer and hear it rumbling as it passed me and carried
on. On the other side of the ditch are telephone poles.
Needless to say, if the trailer deviated a further five
degrees from its track along the ditch and encountered
a pole - read above for anticipated outcome.

It is pitch dark in South Africa on a little travelled road.
The trailer is travelling on its own down the ditch and
going slower and slower and looking like it won® hit
anything. How will | get it out of the ditch when it
stops, assuming it is right side up? This is solved as
enough grass packs in to the trailer fender on the side
that is nearest the road to make it swing slightly as the

speed drops and come to rest with the tongue
protruding only far enough on to the road for me to
back up and re-attach it. Why God saw fit to do this for
me | have no idea, | haven® been to church since
grade 12.

| noticed that the trailer no longer had a hitch attached,
a major problem in towing. After contemplating tying it
to the truck and pulling it to some wider space in the
road, | noticed that the attachment was still hooked to
the truck, the mechanism had parted when a small
steel pin backed out of its seating. The pin was still
there, hanging in its place so all that was required was
to replace one end of the hitch into the other and push
the pin back in.

So, I@n rolling again with a flashlight taped to the trailer
bumper because the light cord has been pulled in two
but otherwise there is no damage. | tow for an hour to
the nearest highway fuel stop (now on the national
road to Cape Town) and park for the night, sleeping in
the back of the truck.

Monday, and l@n off at 7:30 am after a good nights
sleep. Towing with no lights in daytime on the highway
is not such a problem and | can get it all put right when
| get back to CT later that day. All goes well as | pelt
down the highway at 130kph for six hours. | am being
passed by a car who slows to drive beside me and
points to the back at about 2pm. | pull over and stop.
Upon inspection it is apparent that my bumper has
broken in half. The half with the trailer ball attached is
hanging on by one bolt and the trailer has been
dragging along about two inches off the ground.

This is getting to be very worrying. | thank the fellow
and make a jury rig using electrical cord, the safety
chain and a steel tow bar for the glider which is
sufficient to take me 40 km through a thunder storm to
the next town. Now | am really in a pickle. Because
it® a holiday it will be virtually impossible to find
anyone who will get me rolling again today. | end up
staying in a reasonable motel and getting the bumper
and lights repaired on the Tuesday morning.

How | could have been this lucky with this trailer is
beyond me. This story should more realistically end
with a giant repair bill for glider and trailer but | am
back on my feet for less than $100. Only in South
Africa. | am afraid 1®e used up all my Karma for the
foreseeable future.

Otherwise | hope all is right in your worlds.

Love, RDC.
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Krautkoerant smalls

Citabria 7TKCAB ZS-NIG 1972

4234 Total time, 1292 Since Major Overhaul, newly overhauled propeller. This aircraft is in very neat condition.
Randy Cullen: randall@ivancorp.com or 021 425 1990

Scheibe “Motorfalke” SF25D ZS-UUA

1969 model, 2559 hours,15 hours on new engine, standard flight instruments, asking R180,000, currently owned by
Cape Gliding Club and based at Worcester Airfield.

Contact either Graham Anderson on 021 975 3498, 083 450 4525

or Randal Cullen 021 425 1990, 082 370 0317, fax: 021 425 1999

or e-mail: sec@cgc.org.za

Scheibe “Motorfalke” SF25C ZS-GWX

Based in FASH, 1972 model with Limbach L-2000 EA2 80 hp engine, Hoffmann HO11A 150 B 90 L Travelprop,
Becker nav-com, also fitted transponder. Registered in the LS1 category. Price R200 000 (or R207 000 with a new
paintjob in a colour of your choice). Contact Manfred, 021 855 4762, 083 537 0470.

Standard Cirrus ZS-GIG

1969 model, 1695 hours/1157 launches. Standard flight instruments, llec SB8 computer (vario with averager and final
glide), Dittel 720 channel radio, Winter mechanical vario, oxygen system, parachute, enclosed aluminium trailer.
Asking R95,000. Currently owned by Cape Gliding Club and based at Worcester Airfield.

Contact either Graham Anderson on 021 975 3498, 083 450 4525

or Randal Cullen 021 425 1990, 082 370 0317, fax 021 425 1999

or e-mail sec@cgc.org.za

Urgent sale of sundry gliding equipment (due to liquidity crisis)

Soaring computer Zander SR940D R6000, barograph Winter, smoked drum, range to 10 000m, R1000, barograph
Aerograf, paper, battery driven, R1000, base station-transceiver Dittel FSG 15, R600.

Contact Rob Kakabeeke on 023 343 2022 or robjack@netactive.co.za

Hut at Worcester:

Large hut to rent at Worcester airfield, basic accommodation with nice view over the runway towards Queen Victoria
Peak. R66/night. Contact Peter Wooley 487 2451(w) or 686 3883(h) or peter.wooley@capetown.gov.za

Repairs and modifications to any glider in either Carbon, Glass, Wood or Kevlar, including surface refinishing.
All workmanship meticulously done at realistic prices.
Also: Design & fabrication of wing wheels and tail dollies — trailer repairs and modifications - installation of glider tail
wheels and wingtip wheels - weight & balance reports.
Suppliers and installers of Becker glider transponders and radios.
Our track-record speaks for itself!
Telephone and fax 021 789 2347
P.O.Box 95 Noordhoek 7979
E-mail: Rien rienlani@zsd.co.za or André aldut@zsd.co.za

R .
Volkslogger Flight Recorders
Units may be purchased or else RENTED (at R53/day). If a rental unit is purchased within a month, 80% of the rental
goes towards the purchase.

The Volkslogger records flight information from its internal GPS to support badge and record claims and for scoring
purposes in competitions. The units are highly portable and come with StePla software for uploading waypoints and
tasks and downloading flight information. GPS output is compatible with WinPilot (as well as other software) and
modern flight computers.

ALSO AVAILABLE AT BELOW-TARIFF PRICES: Garmin GPS and ICOM radios (prices on request).
randal@ivancorp.com or phone 423 5461(h) 425 1990(w).

Next Krautkoerant

Thanks to Lorraine Liedeman, William Whittaker and the club officers for their input on yet another Krautkoerant.
Deadline for the August Krautkoerant is 25" July. Please diarise!
Editor: Peter Wooley , ph 686 3883 (h), 487 2451 (w) or fax 487 2592;

e-mail peter.wooley@capetown.gov.za
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LIST OF CHARGES AND SUBSCRIPTIONS AS AT 1 JUNE 2003

FLYING
for clubmembers

SUBSCRIPTIONS

Aerotow (Supercub ZS-MIV) 16.50[per minute
Aerotow (Citabria ZS-NIG) 16.50 [ per minute
Winch Launch 50.00|per launch
K13 & K7 trainers 1.80|per minute
Single Astir & Std Cirrus 1.60| per minute
Twin Astir 2.20|per minute

Motorfalke 4.00|per minute (engine on)

1.55| per minute (engine off)

Instruction| No Charge
Entrance amount| 3,000.00| Comprised as follows:
Entrance fee 1,200.00| Towards club (non-

refundable) includes a copy
of Cloudbase

Soaring Society of SA and
Aeroclub affiliation

461.00

Includes 3rd party insurance
and SA Soaring magazine

Balance| 1,339.00(Flying account credit
MEMBERSHIP GROUPS Ordinary 85.00|per month
Family 42.50|per month
Country 200.00| per year
Social 160.00 | per year
Glider Pilots SSSA members| clubrates|same as ordinary members

Glider pilots not SSSA
Including R50 to SSSA

150.00

per day plus clubrates

Pilot Facility Fee non 50.00 |per night
affiliated non-member
PASSENGER FLIGHTS Aerotow 500.00|up to 30 minutes, plus
Including R50 to SSSA 3.00|per minute over 30 minutes
Motorfalke 300.00 [up to 30 minutes, plus
7.50|per minute over 30 minutes
Winch 150.00|up to 10 minutes, plus
Including R50 to SSSA 2.50|per minute over 10 minutes
SUNDRY Hangarage 200.00[per month
Trailer hangarage 75.00 | per month
Caravans, huts and hangars S/IQ per year according to size
Blue pilots@og book 100.00
Cloudbase gliding manual 100.00

Damage incurred to club equipment: the first R2,000 of repair, or, insurance

excess

THE ABOVE APPLIES TO VISITING PILOTS AS WELL
Fines imposed at committee discretion
All rates are subject to change without notice - web browsers take heed
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