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The Worcester  News 
Peter Wooley 

This is rather a slim KK as our chairman is away on 
business and other regular contributors are busy 
with more pressing concerns, so rather than keep 
you all waiting for the April KK, I have decided to 
issue it at the usual time.  Any news from the AGM 
can be mailed to you as a separate bulletin, if needs 
be. 
 
Records: Two world records of interest have 
recently been ratified by the FAI.  Firstly, for speed 
over an out-&-return course of 1000km in the open 
class: pilot Terrence Raymond Delore (NZ) and co-
pilot Steve Fossett (USA) flew an ASH25 from 
Omarama, NZ, at an average speed of 166,53kph 
on 12th December 2002, bettering Walter Binder’s 
(Germany) record of 152,74kph.  Secondly, for 
speed over a 500km triangular course: pilot Steve 
Fossett and co-pilot Terence Raymond Delore, also 
in an ASH25 from Omarama, flew this course at an 
average speed of  187,13kph, bettering Hans 
Werner Grosse’s (Germany) record of 171,10kph.  
What will the limit for gliders ultimately be? 
 
Airfield: Stay away from the airfield for just a few 
weeks and you often find new developments in 
progress when you return.  Among the changes I 
noticed on 21st March are a large roof-level wooden 
viewing deck on the Vliegklub part of the clubhouse, 
a second level balcony on the Hepburn emporium, 
more new hangars, new graded areas around 
hangars, widened taxiways and a totally re-graded 
winch runway. 
 
Club comms: We are fortunate that our club is well 
organised as far as electronic communication is 
concerned.  We owe this to Ian Forbes who owns 
the Internet Service Provider called ZSD.  Ian has 
provided us with web site hosting, the club e-mail 
list and the club discussion group.  The discussion 
group is more than what its name implies and is 
especially interesting to pilots who like to know more 
about what is happening in and around the club, the 
things that don’t make it to the CGC Members e-
mail group and the things that don’t always make it 
into the KK.  The most exciting item for me is Sven’s 

in-depth weekly soaring weather forecast. If this 
interests you, consider subscribing to the “ CGC 
Discuss”  group (cgcdiscuss@lists.zsd.za).  The 
group was formed so as not to overload the 
members with too much e-mail on the full CGC 
Members list.  This is why one has to register to get 
onto the CGC Discuss group.  There is no charge 
and you can cancel your membership at any time. 
 
After all this talk on e-comms, I must add that the 
few pilots who are not on e-mail still get hard copies 
of the KK from me 
 
1000km: As every member now knows, the KK 
editor missed reporting on the 1000km record-
breaking flight of Reinhold Lawrenz and Martin 
Grünert by distributing the KK just one day before 
the flight – how could I know!  Fortunately we have 
the other club news media available, so word was 
out within hours of ZS-GUV landing back at 
Worcester.  A truly historic flight and a feather in the 
cap for both the pilots as well as the Cape Gliding 
Club as a body.  Now we can claim to operate at a 
real 1000km site.  Magalies pilots – what say you?  I 
believe this is only the first of many epic flights to 
come, as our pilots break new ground in various 
directions – even now pilots are extending their 
range on almost every week end.  What about 
another 1000km, this time for a 15m pure glider?  
Just wait and see. 
 
Our club continues to feature well on the Aerokurier 
OLC and if only a few more members would submit 
their flights, we could move up the ladder to third 
place – in the World!  Come on you chaps!  Thanks 
to Sven for keeping an eagle eye on this. 
 
Members: Finally on membership matters we 
welcome Peter Spender, Louis Viljoen and Jacques 
Pietersen.  Ian Grayston, Charles Torrance, Dirk 
Wessels, Nicola von der Heyden, Bram Wind (we 
only welcomed him the last issue!) and Gunter 
Swartz have resigned.  Andrew Roos and Rikus 
Erasmus are now social members.                   �
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What’s all this “ ARO”  stuff? 
Peter Wooley 

Hopefully by now all members know that our 
national gliding umbrella organisation, the 
Soaring Society of South Africa (SSSA), has been 
officially designated by the South African Civil 
Aviation Authority (SACAA) as an Aviation 
Recreation Organisation.  But what does this 
ARO name/status really mean?  What follows is 
an excerpt from a memorandum written to all 
gliding club chairmen by Steve Murray on behalf 
of SSSA chairman Dave Mortimer, before ARO 
status was granted to the SSSA by CAA.  With 
delegated authority now being a reality for the 
SSSA, please read the following memo carefully, 
because it gives clear answers to the actual 
meaning of “ ARO”  and how it all affects YOU… 
 
“ The purpose of this memorandum is to re-
emphasise to club chairmen – and your 
committees – and hopefully your members – ALL 
OF YOUR individual responsibilities that arise 
from the recognition of the SSSA as an ARO.  
Without exaggeration, this is a HUGE 
responsibility that WILL FAIL unless every pilot, 
every club official, every committee member, and 
especially every club chairman MAKES IT 
HAPPEN.  Conversely, if there is a genuine 
commitment to co-operation, there is every 
reason to be optimistic that Soaring will succeed 
in managing its own affairs – to the ultimate 
benefit of each and every one of us. 
 
Background: For many years, from its beginnings, 
soaring operated completely autonomously, with 
little or no interface with the Aviation Authority 
(DCA).  Any controls that existed were self-
imposed by the community through its 
elected/appointed officers.  Wherever gliders 
interfered with or impacted upon other forms of 
aviation there inevitably was friction – with glider 
pilots unfairly and unjustly regarded by the 
Authority and other aviators as ‘a bunch of 
(undisciplined) cowboys’.  This unhappy and 
unsatisfactory situation was completely reversed 
when, after protracted negotiations, an agreement 
for the control of gliding by the SSSA was 
concluded with the DCA in the 1980’s.  Although 
this agreement largely met our needs and gave 
us official recognition and approval, it left many 
‘muddy’ areas that we used to our advantage by 
‘passing the buck’ to the DCA whenever we were 
faced with difficult problems. 
With the establishment of the CAA, as the 
successor to the DCA, gliding (and all sport 
aviation) faced a new, militant, attitude that if we 
were not able to keep our house in order then 

they would take it over.  Fortunately, this attitude 
has changed 180° over time, to the point where 
the CAA now proposes to hand over complete 
control to us – with no ‘muddy’ areas – 
COMPLETE responsibility is now ours(!) (there 
may be minor administrative variations – such as 
the issuing of GPL’s, where the CAA will likely 
issue the actual licences, for a fee(!), but based 
on our authorisation to them to do so.  Fatal 
accident investigations may be another, but there 
is a move within the CAA to hand over this 
responsibility also). 
 
Who is the SSSA?  Although the CAA will hand 
over authority (and responsibility) to the SSSA, 
and the ARO agreement will be signed by the 
Exco chairman and various responsible Exco 
officers – these signatures are executed ON 
BEHALF OF THE SSSA.  As far as the CAA is 
concerned, it is dealing with the SSSA Exco, but 
the reality is that it is dealing with the SSSA, so it 
becomes critical to understand who is the SSSA? 
The SSSA is every person who flies a glider. 
It is as simple as that.  Our ARO authority is, 
therefore, an authority to each and every glider 
pilot (which includes students/pupils from their 
first instructional flight) and it is therefore each 
and every glider pilot’s responsibility to ensure 
that the conferred authority is carried out. 
In practice, it is no longer legal to fly a glider 
unless you are a member, in good standing, of a 
recognised gliding club.  The ARO authority and 
responsibility therefore becomes a group (club) 
obligation.  Club members elect a committee to 
administer the rights and responsibilities of the 
ARO (amongst other things – such as finances, 
facilities, etc.)  Club committees elect a chairman 
who becomes the ultimate authority at his/her 
club. 
In turn, the clubs have banded together – over 
time – to form a central body to act on behalf of 
the clubs – and all of their members – in matters 
where a unified body is needed – such as liaison 
with the Authority, with gliding internationally, with 
codified instruction, glider inspections, safety, 
airspace, badges and records, etc.  As it is 
presently constituted, this body is the SSSA 
Board of Directors.  This Board is made up of a 
representative of every gliding club – normally the 
club chairman. 
As a practical expedient, the Board elects the 
Exco to carry out its responsibilities and duties 
ON ITS BEHALF. 
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Diagrammatically the structure looks like this: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          SSSA EXCO 
 
 
(At the risk of making a long memorandum even 
longer, it may be of value to extend this structure 
to include the Aero Club of SA.  Sport aviation 
bodies, in turn, and over time, felt the need to 
band together and thus was formed ‘another 
structure’ – the Aero Club.  The purpose of this 
body is to represent Sport Aviation: with all of the 
government – Dept. of Transport, National 
Education, Foreign Affairs, Military (SAAF), 
ATNS, etc. – wherever aviation sportsmen may 
come up against government bureaucracies: with 
international bodies (FAI – which recognises only 
one aviation sporting body in each country): and 
with other aviation-related organisations such as 
CAASA, AOPA, Airlines Association, and finally, 
at the CAA with the various industry-
representative bodies that it creates – Safety, 
Airspace (NASCOM), Regulations (CARCOM), 
etc. 
In a perfect world, it would be ideal if club 
subscriptions were to include the SSSA and Aero 
Club subs.  Thus, when a glider pilot pays his/her 
annual club subs. – and hopefully the clubs have 
the machinery in place to ensure that subs. are 
paid before a member is permitted to fly – he/she 
is ‘automatically’ affiliated to the two ‘higher 
bodies’ – which is a critical requirement if the 
system is to flourish.  
 
How can the Board carry out its responsibilities if 
it meets only once a year?  This is a ‘real’ 
problem.  The solution would seem to lie with the 
club chairmen discussing the Exco minutes 
(which are produced, without fail, within a couple 
of days of every meeting – including a summary – 
as they have been coming out for more years 
than our scribe  might care to admit) with their 
committees – in detail.  In this way the 
responsible people in the clubs will know what 
Exco is up to in their areas of responsibility.  
Where the minutes raise doubts or questions 
within the clubs, address these to the affected 
Exco member – airspace, LS-1, instruction, 
badges and records, safety, etc. (thank goodness 
for e-mail which facilitates such exchanges).  

Exco acts within broad terms of authority from the 
Board, but details and methods may not always 
be acceptable at the club level and the Exco 
needs to be kept informed of problems it may be 
causing for the clubs. 
 
What does all this mean in practice?  Without 
wishing to belabour the point, all must appreciate 
and respect that everyone who undertakes any 
job or function on behalf of gliding is a part-time 
volunteer – mostly with other non-gliding full-time 
responsibilities.  Since this memorandum comes 
from the Exco, this point will be elaborated upon 
from Exco’s viewpoint.  Namely, if requests go out 
from members of the Exco, these individuals 
really do not have the time also to ‘chase up’ 
replies.  Exco must appreciate, in turn, that 
requests are going out to volunteers also, but 
PLEASE respond – even if to say why there is or 
will be a delay in providing the requested 
information, with a date by when the information 
should be available…and then follow up on that 
promise!  This scenario is typically what is implied 
as a genuine commitment to co-operation as 
stated in the opening paragraph.  Without such a 
commitment, Exco members will not be able to 
carry out their delegated (from the clubs, from the 
members) responsibilities and the structure WILL 
FAIL. 
 
Summary  This memorandum arises from 
discussions at a recent Exco meeting, when it 
was proposed that this issue be highlighted at the 
September AGM.  In sending out this 
memorandum now, it is intended that this topic 
still be an AGM agenda item, and that with this 
background information, club representatives 
(hopefully club chairmen) will come to the AGM 
well prepared to address the issues raised.”   �

GLIDER PILOTS 

CLUBS 

CHAIRMEN – SSSA BOARD 
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More “ ARO” … 
Impact on our CLUB, impact on YOU: 

Peter Wooley 

In the previous column we looked at the meaning 
of the ARO designation.  What follows here from 
Dave Mortimer (SSSA chairman) are some 
practical aspects which now affect the work our 
committee does in the running of our club, and 
which directly affects your responsibilities as 
glider pilots… 
 
“The SSSA is now an approved ARO (Aviation 
Recreation Organisation).  The ARO is the formal 
approval of our Manual of Procedure by the 
South African Civil Aviation Authority (SACAA). 
The Manual of Procedure is the manual by 
which gliding operates in South Africa as of 
February 2003.  As a consequence, some 
changes to our operation have been made and 
are as follow: 
 
GPL: 
Glider Pilots are now trained on pure gliders or 
touring motorgliders and the GPL is issued with 
the appropriate ratings.  For example, a student 
may be trained to solo and receive his license on 
a touring motorglider only.  This will mean that the 
license rates him only for touring motorgliders.  
Should he wish to be rated for pure glider, he will 
need to do the training associated with either 
aerotow or winch launch method. 
The Glider Pilot License is valid for an indefinite 
period with the proviso that the privileges of the 
license shall not be exercised by the holder 
unless he holds an appropriate valid medical 
certificate, the appropriate ratings and can 
demonstrate currency in flying gliders. 
The new requirements for a GPL are as follow: 
- Minimum age of 16 years. 
- Minimum of Class IV Medical Examination 

executed by a General Practitioner 
- Restricted (or higher) Aeronautical 

Radiotelephone Operator©s License 
- Successful completion of all the practical 

and theoretical exercises, both pre-solo 
and advanced training, listed on the 
relevant SSSA Student Training Log. 

- Successful completion of theoretical test 
papers selected by the CFI from the 
Standard SSSA test papers.  

- Test in flight with an instructor with a Full 
Category brevet, including oral and 
practical examination, recorded on SSSA 
glider pilot test form. 

- Minimum total of 40 flights, including 20 
solo flights and 10 launches per launch 
method. 

- Minimum of 6 hours of solo flight of which 
1 flight must be of two hours minimum 
(engine off for touring motorglider rating) 

 
NOTE: All holders of a current GPL and 

members who qualify for a GPL must 
apply without delay for a new credit 
card format GPL and return their 
previous GPL to the SSSA License 
Office. 

 
A: Applicants with previous valid and up-to-date 

GPL must forward application forms and 
documents to the CGC CFI Nicky Oberhofer, 
who will attend to everything with regard to 
SSSA submission. 
1. Completed GPL Application Form, signed 

by the club CFI, with ID picture 
2. Copy of class IV medical certificate 
3. Copy of Restricted Radio Operator©s 

License or Restricted Radio Operator©s 
License’ number. 

4. Glider Pilot test form, and/or Touring 
Motorglider pilot test form signed by the 
examiner 

5. Previous GPL (original) 
6. Application fees 

 
B: First time applicants must also forward their 

documentation to the club CFI. 
1. Completed GPL Application Form, signed 

by the club CFI,  
2. Copy of class IV medical certificate 
3. Copy of Restricted Radio Operator©s 

License 
4. Student Pilot License 
5. Application fees 

 
All applicants must be current SSSA members. 
 
From now to 31 May 2003, all license applications 
will be processed free of charge by the SSSA, 
then the normal fee (R50) will apply. 
31 August 2003, All pilots must have a new 
license. 
GPL application form, glider/ touring motorglider 
pilot test form and Class IV medical form are 
attached to this letter and are available on the 
SSSA website, from the Manual of Procedure 
page. 
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AIRWORTHINESS INSPECTION: 
The Approved Person inspects the glider in the 
presence of the owner  The SSSA Airworthiness 
Report is completed by the Approved Person and 
posted by the owner to the SSSA Technical 
Office (P.O. BOX 172, RIVER CLUB, 2149) 
The SSSA Technical Office will issue an Authority 
to Fly, and this is the legal document authorising 
the aircraft to fly. 
 
CLUB OPERATION: 
All clubs must ensure the following: 
1. The SSSA is in possession of a constitution 

for the club 
2. The club possesses a Manual of Procedure 

specific to their airfield operation 
3. The club is in possession of the SSSA Manual 

of Procedure 
4. Written confirmation that the club operates 

under the definition and structure of a club 
and that it does not operate for commercial 
gains. 

 
TUG PILOTS: 
Certain touring motorgliders licensed by the 
manufacturer to tow gliders are now authorised to 
do so, when flown by a tug pilot with either a PPL 
or a GPL and the appropriate ratings. 

 
INSTRUCTION: 
Passenger rated pilots will be trained by the CFI 
to perform the duties of a "limited category 

assistant instructor".  Passenger rated pilots© 
requirements: 
1. Valid GPL, 
2. 100 hours and/ or 100 solo flights 
3. CFI approval 
 
PASSENGER CARRYING: 
All flights performed within a Club Operation are 
instruction flights introducing potential new 
members to the sport of gliding.  The potential 
members must sign a SSSA Indemnity Form thus 
making him a member of that club and the SSSA 
for that day. 
 
The complete Manual of Procedure is available in 
hard copy from the SSSA. 
 
Thanking you in advance for your comprehension 
and your help in implementing these new 
regulations. 
If in need of more information concerning the new 
SSSA Manual of Procedure, please contact: 
Keith Ashman: 083 228 6255 or Mathilde Akar: 
083 426 2919”. 
 
For Cape Giding Club members your first port of 
call in all these matters should be our CFI, Nicky 
Oberhofer on 083 378 5295 or at home 685 2681 
or e-mail cfi@cgc.org.za                              �

Mainly for Tuggies 
Ari Cotton, Chief tug pilot

U-Turns 
The winter season is upon us with very strong 
Northerly winds again.  Tug pilots are reminded 
again to not U-turn the tugs on the runway in high 
winds, but to rather switch off the motor and have 
the tug pushed back by ground crew.  
 
Oil Halves 
Often when filling engine oil, we have been 
putting in half-litre amounts from the one-litre 
bottles, and then keeping the remaining half-litre 
somewhere, either in the tug or in the hangar.  
The problem is that there are a number of half full 
oil bottles around the hanger, and no one is sure 
if they still contain clean usable oil or not!  Please 
rather use the full contents of the one litre bottles 
and empty them in the engine once the seal is 
broken.  Then discard the bottle. 
 
Fuel Strainer 
Anyone seen the fuel strainer from MIV?  Please 
return it if you have it. 

 
Tow Rope 
I have been asked to remind everyone that tug 
pilots are responsible for the safe retrieval and 
wrap-up of the tow-rope after flying.  
 
Hygiene 
With MIV in her shining new paint scheme, we 
have developed the good custom of wiping the 
leading edges of the wings, struts and tail with a 
wet cloth after flying.  This takes less than two 
minutes and removes all the bugs and 
mosquitoes whilst they are still fresh . 
 
Tug pilots are encouraged to enlist volunteers 
from the gliding corps to help wash the tugs in the 
morning before flying begins.  A very good 
detergent is Sunlight-liquid (found under Ed’s 
kitchen sink when he is not looking �  but don’t 
get caught).                                �
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AGM 2003 

Don’t forget the forthcoming AGM at the Pinewood Bowling Club, St Stephens Rd, Pinelands on 
Wednesday 9th April at 7h30. 

 

Krautkoerant smalls 
 
* Citabria 7KCAB ZS-NIG 1972 
4234 Total time, 1292 Since Major Overhaul, newly overhauled propeller.  This aircraft is in very neat 
condition. 
Chris Way: waych@nampak.co.za or 082 8863586 
 
* YAESU Hand held transceiver VXA-100 Pilot (16-key model) 
As new, still in original packing.  R2 000. 
John Armstrong: johnarmstrong@worldonline.co.za or 082 587 2142 
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Repairs and modifications to any glider in either Carbon, Glass, Wood or Kevlar, including surface refinishing. 
All workmanship meticulously done at realistic prices. 

Also: Design & fabrication of wing wheels and tail dollies – trailer repairs and modifications - installation of glider tail 
wheels and wingtip wheels - weight & balance reports. 

Suppliers and installers of Becker glider transponders and radios. 
Our track-record speaks for itself! 
Telephone and fax  021 789 2347 

P.O.Box 95 Noordhoek 7979 
 

E-mail: Rien rienlani@zsd.co.za or André aldut@zsd.co.za 

 

Volkslogger
R
 Flight Recorders 
 

Units may be purchased or else RENTED (at R53/day).  If a rental unit is purchased within a month, 80% of the rental 
goes towards the purchase. 

The Volkslogger records flight information from its internal GPS to support badge and record claims and for scoring 
purposes in competitions.  The units are highly portable and come with StePla software for uploading waypoints and 

tasks and downloading flight information.  GPS output is compatible with WinPilot (as well as other software) and 
modern flight computers. 

ALSO AVAILABLE AT BELOW-TARIFF PRICES: Garmin GPS and ICOM radios (prices on request). 
 

randal@ivancorp.com or phone 423 5461(h) 425 1990(w). 

 
 

Next Krautkoerant 
Thanks to Ari Cotton and Lorraine Liedeman for their input for another Krautkoerant. 

Deadline for the June Krautkoerant is 26th May. 
Editor, Peter Wooley , ph 686 3883 (h), 487 2451 (w) or fax 487 2592;  

e-mail peter.wooley@capetown.gov.za 


