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Chairman’s Column 
Chris Way 

In this issue I’d like to feed back on some of the 
issues discussed at the Soaring Society of South 
Africa’s Annual General Meeting, which was held 
during September.  Gliding in South Africa is run by 
the Soaring Society where each club is represented 
by their respective chairman.  Meetings are held 
monthly by the SSSA executive committee.  These 
executive officers are appointed at the AGM, which 
is attended by the various club chairman.  The 
minutes of all these meetings are published on the 
SSSA website so that any interested people can 
follow what’s going on.  The major issues affecting 
gliding club members currently are : 
 
MEDICALS 
 
Under the new Civil Aviation Authority (which 
replaces the Department of Civil Aviation) all glider 
pilots must be in possession of a “class 4 medical”.  
Comprehensive details of this change have been 
detailed by Mike Pascoe further on in this KK issue, 
but I will send a copy of the form to all members on 
the e-mail list and leave copies in the clubhouse for 
those not on e-mail. 
 
GLIDER PILOTS LICENCE 
 
The rules around the issue of GPL’s may also be 
changing soon and it is important to keep yours 
current so that you don’t get caught out and have to 
apply for a new one under new rules.  Please check 
this and take it to Nicky Oberhofer if it has expired. 
 

AIRSPACE 
 
The CAA, without any consultation with the 
Aeroclub or SSSA, have published new airspace 
maps with the lower level of airways reduced from 
14 500 feet to 10 500 feet.  It is part of their plan to 
eventually reduce this to 8 500 feet up country and 
5 500 feet at the coast.  This has disastrous 
implications for us glider pilots and will be pursued 
by the SSSA.  In the short term we are addressing 
this issue as well as that of a “wave window” locally, 
through a sub committee. 
 
On our own club issues we have a problem with 
security on the airfield, which will be urgently 
addressed with a local security company. 
 
TUGS 
 
On the issue of tugs, due to the continuing battle 
with mechanical problems and spares availability, it 
has become essential that a decision regarding the 
purchase of a Lambada or Samba is now made.  
The demonstration of these two aircraft, on the last 
weekend of September was, in my opinion, 
adequate justification that this is the way for us to go 
as far as tugging is concerned.  With the disposal of 
the Citabria, Motorfalke and Cirrus, we would not 
have to raise much finance for the purchase.  A 
meeting at which a vote on this issue will be taken 
will be held at Dave Starke’s house on Thursday 
17th October at 19h30.                                         �

“ The Worcester  News”  
Peter Wooley 

Spring has melted the last of the snow and rolled 
out a fantastic carpet of wall to wall colour, 
transforming the normally arid airfield into a veritable 
floral garden.  Isn’t it amazing that we can spend our 
recreational days surrounded by this breathtaking 
scenery!  As summer approaches, the weather 
boffins are predicting a hot dry season, which must 
surely auger well for soaring.  It’s certainly got the 
editor excited about the summer soaring prospects, 

so I guess it’s time again for all those cross country 
dreamers to plan once more for those 1000km+ 
flights across the Vrystaat flatlands, 500km+ flights 
along the Western Cape mountain chains, or 
whatever your personal soaring dream is.  The pupil 
pilots at Worcester should be in for a treat as well, 
but lets hope we have some reliable tugs the get us 
onto the mountains! 
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Congratulations to Sven Olivier (LS 8) on coming 
fifth in the Standard Class at the Pre-World 
Championship in Lesno, Poland, this past August.  
Sven’s certainly collecting a formidable wealth of 
competition experience. 
 
Most of you already know the results of the recent 
Gauteng Regionals, but it deserves mention again 
here.  A record number of CGC pilots participated 
this year, notching up commendable performances, 
all the more so considering that some are virtually 
inexperienced in competition flying, as our club has 
only run about three “at home” competitions in the 
last 15 years.  Here’s the line up: 
  
Combined 15m and Open class: Sven Olivier 
(ASW 27) made an excellent fourth, and Peter 
Farrell (Ventus B) followed hard on his heels at fifth 
place. 
 
Club class: Cornelius von der Heyden (LS 4) also 
achieved an excellent performance at sixth place, 
followed by followed by Rob Tiffin (LS 6) at ninth 
and Quinton Hoole (Kestrel 19) at 13th.  You guys 
are all REAL achievers. 
  
The overall winner was Laurens Goudriaan (ASW 
27) from Goldfields Gliding Club.   
 
Readers may have noticed a slight change to the 
column layout in the last edition of the KK.  
Unfortunately, as with the finish on the K13, this did 
not meet with the approval of all concerned, so the 
layout has been refined further.  The basic idea is to 
make on-screen reading easier for you.  Improving 
the appearance of the K13 could be a bit more 
difficult though. 
 
While the editor waxes ecstatic about the wonderful 
spring floral display, he must also add a word of 
cautionary advice to all airfield users.  BEWARE!  
The insects of our world have been busy, and a 
multitude of the biting variety have hatched at the 
airfield, not in tens of thousands, more like tens of 
millions.  Remember to bring your insect 
repellent with you! 
 
We extend commiserations to Adriaan 
“Barnstormer” Hepburn after his collision with a 
hangar wall.  If the damage to the Fournier was 
partly due to glue failure, it’s just as well it happened 
on the ground. 
 
There are no new members this time around, but 
Terence Ewers has resigned. 
 
It’s unnecessary to elaborate on tug matters as I’m 
sure your frustration levels are high enough already, 
though the resourceful John of Navarre has been 
doing all in his power to keep us airborne.  Alas!  In 
the meantime, have a look at an important website 

which Ian Forbes has created especially for us, 
containing a lot of information he has gleaned on 
what’s available in the way of tugs and motor 
gliders.  The web site address to go to is 
http://www.zsd.co.za/~ian/gliding/mgtugs.html. 
 
As I mentioned in the last edition, more hut sites are 
available along the line of beefwood trees.  Please 
make sure you get approval from the committee 
before ordering your hut, as already four places 
have been allocated (one to the editor), and the 
committee has to exercise some measure of control 
over the size and position of any proposed 
structures. 
 
For those who consider our pax flights expensive, 
compare this: Friends of mine recently enjoyed a 
30-minute tandem paragliding flight off Franschhoek 
pass.  The cost?  R750 each!  Compared to this, 30 
minutes in GOK off an aerotow is a real cheapo at 
R375. 
 
Peter How of Gariep Dam Aviation Club has asked 
me to inform members that he will discount his rates 
for any CGC group who may wish to fly CGC ships 
from the Gariep venue. 
 
Those of you who like to join discussions on current 
club topics, or those simply wishing to arrange a lift 
to Worcester, should make use of the new(ish) club 
website called cgcdiscuss@lists.zsd.co.za  This is 
Ian Forbes’ idea and has already been well used by 
quite a few members.  You can even arrange 
transport to Worcester with this site, but you’ll have 
to subscribe in order to get onto the list  There’s no 
fee to subscribe. 
 
In closing, let me relate a story from Connie 
Greyvenstein, proprietor of the famous Café Mozart 
in Church Street, Cape Town.  Connie’s late father 
Waldie Greyvenstein, doyen of South African 
vintage car collectors, was friends with the late Dirk 
Hattingh Snr, chairman of the Bloemfontein Gliding 
Club back in the ‘70’s.  Dirk persuaded Waldie to 
join him for an intro flight in his motor glider.  Now 
Waldie was a large man with large feet, but he also 
possessed a sensitive stomach.  On his return to 
terra firma, to the amusement of spectators, there 
emerged from the cockpit Waldie, holding at arm’s 
length - his size 12 brogues.  There’s no prize for 
guessing what was slopping around inside those 
shoes! 
 
Oh yes: something I couldn’t resist culling from 
Carol Clifford’s latest Highved Flyer: “Though I fly 
through the valley of the shadow of death I shall fear 
no evil, for I am at 80 000 feet and climbing” (a sign 
over the entrance to the SR-71 operating base in 
Kadena, Japan).                                      �
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What YOU need to know about 
the Class 4 medical examination 

Dr Mike Pascoe 

Most of us might feel justified in objecting to being 
regarded as 4th class.  However, the Class 4 
medical is not a disaster but in some ways more 
convenient than what we had before.  It is also a bit 
more searching and thorough on a medical basis. 
 
The SSSA & CAA have indicated that we have until 
February 2003 to comply with the Class 4 medical.  
You will require a Class 4 when you start taking 
instruction and thereafter every 60 months (i.e. five 
years) until age 40 years.  Thereafter you will have 
to renew your Class 4 every three years (36 
months), until you are too old, or fail the medical or 
whatever and stop flying.  The medical is valid from 
the date of the examination and the period of validity 
is counted from the last day of the calendar month 
in which the examination is done. 

The details are available from me and I am 
providing a summary of the information below, in 
addition to the estimated costs.  I have a copy of the 
forms, the fitness certificate, and the instructions for 
the doctor.  The details of this, as any other medical, 
are strictly confidential between you and your doctor 
and in this case, the Institute of Aviation Medicine 
(IAM).  If you try to mislead anyone, the 
consequences may be truly ghastly, so “tell it like it 
is.” 

Points of note are: 

1) The medical examination can be done by your 
GP or any doctor that has the equipment to 
perform the necessary tests.  It does not have to 
be done by a DAME  (No, not a flashy female 
but a Designated Aviation Medical Examiner).  It 
is preferable to get a DAME to do it as they 
should have all the forms and are familiar with 
the aviation medical environment. 

 
2) There is a detailed medical history that has to be 

completed.  There is a long list of questions that 
have to be answered and the examiner has to 
comment on any “yes” answers. 

 
3) The details of the examination are carefully set 

out and are quite thorough.  The required 
standards are carefully defined.  Listed in order 

are: General, psychiatric, neurological, 
musculoskeletal, gastrointestinal, respiratory, 
cardiovascular, metabolic, nutritional and 
endocrine, blood and immunological, 
genitourinary, cancers, visual standards, ear 
nose and throat standards, ECG & lung tests.  

 
4) An ECG (resting only) is required at the first 

examination and thereafter at each examination 
after 40 years (Note: a stress ECG is not 
required for a Class 4 medical). 

 
5) Lung function tests – an FEV1 & FVC are 

required at the first examination and at the first 
examination after 40 years of age and every 
three years thereafter (A vitalograph or 
equivalent). 

 
6) Special notes:  The eye tests allow spectacles 

and are less stringent than for the other 
medicals.  Audiometry is not required for Class 
4.  A chest X-ray is not required. 

 
What are the costs?  These are probably about the 
same as an executive medical including an ECG & 
a vitalograph, but with no blood tests or X-rays, 
unless clinically indicated.  This equals about R 
450.00, but I suggest that you discuss this with your 
doctor. 
 
Note that the formal Summary of Class 4 
requirements is the definitive answer to any 
questions and if there is any difference in 
interpretation, the Summary is definitive. 
 
The forms are available from me along with the 
instruction sheet.  I understand that each person 
will receive a number from IAM, which will 
subsequently be used for their records. 
 
The IAM will not send out a reminder and it is 
your responsibility to ensure that you are 
medically current.  It is important to realise that if 
you fly with an invalid medical you are committing 
an offence.                                                        �

Lessons for Aerotow 
Mark Siegelberg 

Most members have probably heard about the 
emergency outlanding with the Citabria ZS-NIG, and 
seen some of the pictures.  In retrospect, I consider 
myself very fortunate in not having caused any 
damage to the tug or myself.  In fact, I attribute 90% 
of this success to my glider training.  Out of this 

“real” incident, there stem some very important 
points which I believe should be firmly committed to 
memory by all our tug and glider pilots. 
 
The first point is when on tow, and the tug loses 
power, it will disappear from the glider pilot’s view 
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almost immediately.  The reason for this is that the 
tug and glider combination has a lot of drag, and as 
the tug is already flying at such a nose up attitude, 
when the power cuts it is only seconds away from a 
stall.  Glider pilots should not rely on the tuggie 
waggling his wings to signal the problem - because 
that is very difficult for him to do when trying to keep 
the plane from stalling, and when there is very little 
airflow over the ailerons. 
 
The second point is that if or when the tug 
disappears below you field of view, don’t hesitate to 
release.  Release IMMEDIATELY!  In the case of 
this specific incident, I must commend the instructor, 
Andrew Lightfoot, for being wide awake and 
releasing the glider immediately on perceiving that 
there was a problem with the tug.  Fortunately we 
were at about 1800ft AGL, but remember, even if 
you are only at 100ft AGL, you must release 
immediately to avoid stalling the whole combination 

with disastrous consequences.  Worry about where 
and how you are going to land after release. 
 
The third point is that once you have released and 
you are safely away from the tug, try to be of some 
assistance to the beleaguered tug pilot.  By this I 
don’t mean trying to point out landing fields or giving 
flying advice.  Keep the radio clear, and as in 
Andrew’s case, he saw that I was going to land on a 
road and relayed to me that there were no cars 
coming around the corner.  This was a welcome 
reassurance. 
 
In conclusion, my specific advice for this type of 
situation is NEVER HESITATE.  When in doubt 
about a struggling tug - RELEASE, RELEASE and 
RELEASE. 
 
I would also like to thank all the members at the 
airfield that day - it was great to see how everyone 
pulled together to retrieve the tug.                          �  
 

 
In summary: 
 

1. If the tug loses power it will drop below the 
glider pilot’s field of view. 

2. When the tug drops from your field of view – 
release IMMEDIATELY! 

3. Once you have released, keep the radio 
clear, give the tug pilot any information 
which could be useful, and continue flying 
your ship towards a safe return to terra 
firma. 

 

Gliding in France 
Adriaan Hepburn 

 
 

On my first paragliding trip to France I was based in 
Chamonix.  I flew the Chamonix valley and was 
fortunate enough to fly over a glacier from “Grand 
Montes” and land in Chamonix next to the ski lift.  A 
one day tour guide took us to Annecy with it’s 
beautiful lake and surrounding mountains.  Here I 
managed to thermal up onto “la “Lornette”, a vertical 

wall that goes right up to heaven.  While thermalling 
on this cliff face a sailplane joined me - the first time 
that I had ever flown with a sailplane.  It was a 
daunting experience sharing a thermal with such a 
slick bird.  Were passed so closely that I could see 
the pilot’s white floppy hat and the expression on his 
face, while he manoeuvred in steep turns around 
me.  This memory was to stay and haunt me, 
though I could never quite imagine what it would be 
like to fly while sitting inside a sailplane. 
 
Five years passed like a flash, and in July this year I 
landed again in France, this time at Montpellier 
airport.  My friend Alan de Tourtoulon and his 
brother Paul were there to pick me up and take me 
to their summer home at Boucoron, a typical small 
French village surrounded by grape vines and 
culture to kill for. 
 
Alan and I first flew at the local paragliding site, and 
it was fantastic to be flying my paraglider in the 
company of Alan once more.  The scenery was 
simply unforgettable - Province at it’s best. 
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Afterwards we headed on to Vinnon, where we flew 
for three days in a metal two seater Caproni Calif.  
On our first flight we outlanded, fortunately at 
another airfield, Puimoisson.  We managed to get 
an aerotow and got home safely that night. 
Some days later, I received a call from a French 
paragliding pilot whom I had met four years 
previously in Spain.  He was currently flying at St 
Hilare La Trouvet near Grenoble.  St Hilare is 
famous for it’s 30km ridge to Grenoble.  Last year I 
had managed to paraglide all the way from St Hilare 
to Grenoble and back, so I was keen to repeat the 
performance.  The following morning I was up at five 
and already started on the four hour journey 
northward through some of the most beautiful towns 
in Province. 
 
Unfortunately the conditions at St Hilare were not 
good, and as it was very hot and inverted, the cross 
country possibilities were sadly limited.  On the third 
afternoon we went to Cumbrousse, a ski resort near 
Grenoble, where the launch site was situated above 
the inversion. This site is the home site of the 
Grenoble Gliding Club and it was very comforting to 
sit at cloud base again and watch the sailplanes 
below. 
 
I left early the next morning for Gap where I hoped 
to get a flight.  To my disappointment there was no 
instructor available but the club secretary set about 
trying to find someone to fly with me.  I mentioned 
that I had flown with Jaques Noel from La Motte the 
previous year and wondered if he was available.  As 
luck would have it he was available and prepared to 
assist.  I just about jumped out of my skin with 
enjoyment - the 45 minutes to La Motte felt like 
forever. 
 
Arriving at La Motte, Jaques welcomed me and 
briefed me for the day.  I was going to be his second 
flight and we had a choice between a K13 and his 
famous Janus.  Needless to say I chose the Janus 
and prepared it while he was away.  When he 
returned, the Janus was sparkling and ready to go. 
 
La Motte du Care is rather like Elgin - you drive 
between the mountains and wonder where the 
airfield could be.  Suddenly you see this airstrip and 
wonder how they could possibly land here.  This is a 
winching site only, and when the thermal is at the 
bottom of the runway, the winch operator radio’s 
and you launch straight into it. 
 
After take off and once we’d gained height, the 
words from the back seat “you have control” sent 
cold shivers down my spine.  Here I was, actually 
flying with one of the best and most famous 
instructors in the world! 
 
Jaques took me to numerous well known peaks and 
walls, demonstrating some of his techniques on the 
way, patiently sitting through my erratic turns while I 

battled with speed control.  The flying just went on 
and on - one breath-taking experience after another. 
 
When we finally landed late, I was so happy with the 
experience that I went off to the town to celebrate, 
only to have the worst pizza ever!  But nothing could 
have got me down after that epic flight. 
 
Early next morning I was ready once more.  Our aim 
was to reach the big mountains where Jaques 
wanted to show me the snow and ice.  En route, 
Jaques noticed that this was not a typical day.  
Some of the performance gliders were racing back 
to the low ground, so to avoid having a short flight, 
he took another route, making a low save to get us 
back to a safe altitude. 
 
Along the way the landscape changed from typically 
Alpine to barren cliffs, but eventually we climbed 
high enough to see the snow covered peaks.  Not 
long afterwards we climbed to above 4000m from 
where I got a wonderful view of the glacier and ice 
lakes.  I looked over to Italy and could see the 
Italian airmass trapped by the Alps.  My camera was 
working overtime trying to capture these epic 
moments.  We were flying in the company of an 
LS6, and once we had climbed above the last peak, 
the second highest in the Alps.  I took us on a long 
glide back home via Gap Tallard.  I estimate that we 
must have flown a 300km triangle in the four hours 
in which we were airborne.  That was a flight that I 
shall never forget, and Jaques gave me about 50 
digital photos, which he had taken on the flight. 
 
Off again early the next morning, I made for St 
Andre les Alps, another famous paragliding site.  
Here I experienced the famous over-development 
and cloud suck, and the landing in the strong valley 
winds is a story on it’s own. 
 
Two days later another early start took me south to 
Greolieres, to paraglide.  I had an early flight from 
the 1000m take off site and enjoyed a view of the 
old town with it’s Roman ruins. 
 
From there I moved further south to Gourdon but 
arrived too late, as thermic conditions were too 
strong.  Seeing the locals landing was a clear 
indication for me to just be a tourist! 
 
After lunch at Gourdon, a medieval village built 
above cliffs, I set off towards Nice hoping also to 
visit St Tropez.  Unfortunately I could only drive 
around before I had to move on back Alan’s place at 
Boucoron.  
 
The next morning Alan and I were off to Vinnon for 
another sailplane adventure.  We flew the Calif once 
more, making two launches, but conditions were 
unsuitable for cross country, and we landed after 
only 26 minutes.  Not to be thwarted, Alan and I 
proceeded to Moustiers for some more paragliding.  
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Moustiers is situated in the mountains behind 
Puimoisson, the first big range of the Alps.  Alan, 
after a huge effort, got me to the take off site where 
I launched into a gentle breeze.  Flying here was 
magnificent!  A cliff face runs for about 10km to the 
Gordges de Verdon which is on the left, with the 
Duranz river on the right.  The lift was smooth and I 
just sat back in my paraglider and enjoyed the 
spectacular scenery.  The view was complete with a 
Roman road winding over the mountain to 
Moustiers, which has a church built high up on the 
cliff side.  Two hours later I landed next to the road 
where Alan was waiting for me.  We had the most 
fantastic dinner to celebrate another memorable 
day’s flying. 
 
The next day looked promising, so we decided to 
rent a Duo Discus.  Once airborne we could see that 
this was a day for long distance!  Leaving our first 
thermal we headed for Puimoisson, then heading 
towards Dinge les Bains, jumping over the Duranz 
river just past Sisteron.  We turned about 50km 

north of Gap Tallard.  Getting very low at St Auban, 
we had a good view of the Castle (Chateau Arnoux) 
and the Duranz river.  To complete this fantastic 
flight we made a final glide along the Duranz back to 
Vinnon, clocking up 300km of picture-book scenery.  
Unfortunately this was my last sailplane flight in 
France for the year, but by this time I had covered 
most of the French Alps except Mt Blanc, and was 
feeling pretty pleased with what life has to offer. 
 
This story of my gliding exploits in France would 
not be complete without a special vote of thanks 
to Alan de Tourtoulon who was instrumental in 
putting it all together, and who provided much of 
the inspiration.  Also Jaques Noel for 
accommodating me with such patience and at 
such short notice.  Jaques, I hope you visit South 
Africa some time soon.  Last but not least I must 
thank my patient and supportive wife for allowing 
me this opportunity, while she remained at home 
running our business during difficult times.        �

Mainly for Tuggies 
Ari Cotton, Chief tug pi lot 

There are certain NEW SAFETY MEASURES which 
MUST be observed when tugging with the Citabria 
ZS-NIG.  These are: 
 

·  ALWAYS fly a proper safety circuit, 
regardless of glider pilots’ requests to ”go 
direct” to any particular place. 

 

·  DO NOT cross Brandvlei dam below 2500’. 
 

·  Always keep an idea in your mind as to a 
clear landing spot . 

·  Regard any roughness or hunting while taxi-
ing with suspicion. 

 

·  Keep an eye on the oil temperature gauge 
and WAVE OFF the glider well before the 
temperature goes into the red.  This is 
especially important on the coming hot 
summer days. 

 
The really good news is that the Supercub should 
be back in service soon.                                         �

A New Soaring Venture 

Dick Bradley’s new gliding facility Soaring Safaris, 
will start operating from Bloemfontein at the 
beginning of November 2002, and will continue until 
the middle of March 2003.  Soaring Safaris have a 
fleet of 10 or more gliders that are available for hire.  
While the hire operation is mainly targeted at the 
visiting pilots from Europe, local pilots who want to 
bring their own gliders will be most welcome.  Brian 
and Gill Spreckley will be assisting Dick at the 
beginning of November when the first containers 
arrive.  Soaring Safaris have an agreement with 
Bloemfontein Gliding Club to use all the club 
facilities and work is currently in progress to prepare 
a holding area to grid gliders at the threshold of the 
tar runways that will be used for aero tows.  Dick will 
have three Cessna 182’s for launching the gliders.  
 
Bloemfontein is the host club for the Nationals that 
will be run from the 27th December to 4th January.  It 
will not be possible to host any recreational pilots 
during the period of the Championships, but in the 

periods before and after the competition we will 
have capacity to cater for pilots who want to practice 
for the Nationals or just do their badges.  Outside of 
the period of the Nationals, Soaring Safaris will 
charge a facility fee for visiting pilots. 
The weather conditions at Bloemfontein are 
excellent for soaring and the farmlands in the task 
area are ideal if an out landing is necessary.  The 
local farming community has a well-known 
reputation for warmth and friendliness.  The airfield 
is less than 10km from the city centre and has all 
the facilities needed for comfortable days of gliding.  
Set in the shade of a small blue gum plantation, the 
club house has a swimming pool, bar, catering 
facility, showers, lawns and briefing rooms - a 
secure and comfortable environment to plan the 
day’s flying or to discuss the day’s flight over a cold 
beer.  Dick or Brian will be on hand to help visitors 
plan their soaring to safely make the best use of the 
weather.  
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The City of Bloemfontein has a superb infrastructure 
of shops, hotels, guest houses, golf courses, 
medical facilities, theatres, museums, cricket 
grounds, game reserves and restaurants; in fact 
everything that a glider pilot and his family need to 
complement the ideal gliding holiday.  

 
If you would like more details about Soaring Safaris 
you can either phone Dick at 083 280 1028 or look 
at his web site http://www.soaring-safaris.com/

The Flightship 

Is it a plane?  Is it a ship? Neither really - it’s a WIG, 
and it’s now commercially available. 
 

 
 
Proving that truth is always stranger than fiction, the 
sleek Flightship FS8 and the much larger Flightship 
FS40 look like science fiction in reality.  These craft 
are fast, quiet, and don’t require a runway or 
harbour to operate from. 
 
By definition, this Wing in Ground Effect craft is a 
multi-modal marine craft capable of operating in a 
mode where the craft is supported wholly in the air 
above water or some other surface while not having 

constant contact with the surface, through the use of 
the aerodynamic force, ground effect.  Ground effect 
is generated during forward movement of the craft 
by the interaction between the lower surface of the 
crafts wing(s), hull, or other respective parts and the 
water, or other surface being traversed, up to a 
maximum height above such a surface equal to 
100% of the overall width of the WIG craft.  
 
The 15,6m wingspan all-composite FS8 is powered 
by a GM V8 petrol engine driving twin variable pitch 
propellers.  It carries a crew of two plus six 
passengers (or 600kg cargo) up to 200nm at a 
cruise speed of 86kts (158km/h). 
 
The 25m wingspan, all-aluminium FS40 is powered 
by a pair of Pratt & Whitney turbo-props.  It is 
capable of carrying 40 passengers (or 5000kg 
cargo) up to 500nm at a cruise speed of 120kts 
(220km/h). 
 
If this sort of thing interests you, have a look at 
www.flightship.net next time you browse the net.  
Thanks to Bart Vervekken for first drawing attention 
to this web site.                                                  �

Coen Marais – man of many talents 

Active glider pilot, one-time microlight pilot, oval 
track racer, earth moving entrepreneur and – model 
aircraft builder.  Coen’s quarter-scale replica of 
Pieter Truter’s Supercub ZS-LTN, pictured on the 
right, was constructed over the last six months 
utilising a kit plan which Coen scaled up, together 
with measurements taken from Pieter’s actual 
aircraft.  The wingspan is roughly 2,5 metres and it 
is powered by a 10cc methanol and oil fueled 
engine.  Unfortunately it’s not quite up to towing the 
ASW15! 

 

Reminder Reminder Reminder Reminder Reminder Reminder
 

Disposal of the Citabria, Motorfalke and Cirrus and purchase of a Samba tug plane. 
 
This is the issue to be discussed and voted on at a meeting to be held at dave 
Starke’s house, 15 Peak Drive Pinelands, on Thursday 17th October at 19h30.
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A mystery photo: 
 
 
Is it a big job down at R&A Gliders?  Is that 
Woxie, Rien and their team in Noordhoek, busy 
snipping out some “ Grade A”  cotton? 
 
 
Who knows for which aircraft this wing is being 
constructed? 
 
 
 
 
 

VolksloggerR Flight Recorders 
 

Units may be purchased or else RENTED (at R53/day).  If a rental unit is purchased within a month, 80% of the rental 
goes towards the purchase. 
 
The Volkslogger records flight information from its internal GPS to support badge and record claims and for scoring 
purposes in competitions.  The units are highly portable and come with StePla software for uploading waypoints and 
tasks and downloading flight information.  GPS output is compatible with WinPilot (as well as other software) and 
modern flight computers. 
 

ALSO AVAILABLE AT REALISTIC PRICES: Garmin GPS and ICOM radios (prices on request). 
randal@ivancorp.com or phone 423 5461(h) 425 1990(w). 
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For glider repairs - refurbishing of gliders – design & construction of wing wheels and tail dollies – tow out equipment - 

LS1 inspections -  weight & balance reports. 
Suppliers of Becker communication and navigation systems.   

Telephone and fax  021 789 2347 
P.O.Box 95 Noordhoek 7979 

E-mail: Rien rienlani@zsd.co.za or André aldut@zsd.co.za 
 

For sale and Wanted 
Large type T-hangar at Worcester airfield, R65 000.00.  Contact Adriaan Hepburn, 788 7809 or 082 777 3590. 
Adriaan is also looking for a 50% partner in a new Samba light aircraft. 
 

 
Next Krautkoerant 

 
Thanks to the office bearers and all others who have provided input for this October Krautkoerant. 

Deadline for the December Krautkoerant is 22nd November. 
Editor: Peter Wooley , ph 686 3883 (h), 487 2451 (w) or fax 487 2592;  

e-mail peter.wooley@capetown.gov.za 
 
 
 

 
Dog owners, please co-operate when around the airfield precincts! 


